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RECONSTRUCTION AND STUDY
OF THE EASTERN HAN VEHICLE

(Abstract)

The developmental courses of the ancient world civilized countries show that their
cultures evolved independently on one hand and interactively on the other, which is
exemplified by the formative process of the vehicle in ancient peoples. With the discovery of
Shang and Zhou chariot remains at Anyang Xiaotun and Xunxian Xincun in Henan,
archaeologists came to know some striking similarity between the vehicle of early China and
that of ancient western Asia. The vehicle was not only a means of conveyance, but also a
medium for cultural diffusion, so deep-going researches into the relation between the two
regions in vehicle structure would be helpful to the revelation of cultural contacts between
western Asia and the eastern countries, especially ancient China. This subject was first put
forward by Profs. Fu Si-nian, LiJi and Liang Siyong; later, Prof. Wang Zhenduo began to
be engaged in the field. He believed that to solve the problem should first take the study of
the Eastern Han vehicle as the starting point and then trace to the Silang and Zhou periods.
This was the initial motive of writing the persent book.

The narrative in the monography is made period by period! The author got information
from three sources: 1) Literal material, i.e. textual records conéerning the vehicle in ancient
times.2) Figurative evidence, namely material sources on the ancient vehicle, including its
remains and funeral models unearthed in archaeological excavations, as well as carvings and
wall-paintings in temples, towers and stone or brick tombs. 3) Investigation data on
traditional vehicles in modern folk. These three sorts of materials have organic connections
between each other and provide mutual confirmation and illumination. It was right through
these aspects of reconnaissances and studies that the author managed to reconstruct the Han
cart, handcart and carriage and clarify the then vehicle-making technical level.

Although the book ‘is short in space, it represents the fruit of painstaking labor of Prof.
Wang’s whole lifetime. Unfortunately his passing of a heart attack made the work untimely
interrupted, and the second half of the book had to be finished by his assistant Mr. Li
Qiang. )
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