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Foreword 1

The Ancient Ruins of Jiaohe is a historic and cultural gem of China. People call it
a milestone in cultural exchanges between the East and West through the past more
than 2000 years too. Relics like the Ruins of Jiaohe imbuing with a variety of culture
are infrequent in China and the world. Therefore, we can say that the Ancient Ruins of
Jigohe is a cultural heritage not only of China, but also of the whole world.

During the four years from 1992 to 1996. the UNESCO had been devoting itself to
the renovation of the cultural heritage of humanity. We participate a great honor in
this project. | think this can not only expresses our respects for ancestor, but also is
our great duty.

We have accomplished the first phase of the project of the Ancient Ruins of Jiqo-
he smoothly. In addition, we will publish the book "Preservation and Research of the
Ancient Ruins of Jiaohe” soon too. All these foretell that the cause of the preservation
of the Ruins of Jiaohe will farther develops. We have been looking forward to that the
UNESCO World Heritage list will soon nominate the Ancient Ruins of Jiaohe.

In the end. | wish to thank the Japanese government which supplied the project
contribute. Moreover . | extend thanks to Mr. Xie Yaohua, the person in charge of the
project. who has made great efforts for the project, as well as to all that have con-
tfributed to the project.

Noboru NOGUCHI
Representative . UNESCO Beijing Office
Betjing. April 1999
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Foreword 2

The restoration of the Ancient Ruins of Jiaohe is the first project that the UNESCO/Japen Trust Fund sponsored
in China. We have been looking forward to success of the cause for years. Three years ago, the project was com-
pleted according to schedule. Now a special report that is an embodiment of achievements of the project will soon
come out. | would like this opportunity to show deep thanks to all the related personages from the People’s Republic
of China. UNESCO and Japan, who have made great efforts to the project. At the same time, let everybody who
concerns themselves with this cause share together the joys today.

No one ever mentions the Silk Road without saying that it linked Roman in the West and Chang’an of Tang Dy-
nasty in the East. In fact, it continuously stretched, from Chang’an, eastwards right to Nara, which was the capi-
taf of our country at that time. Today, in royal treasure museum at Nara (i. e. the Shaso—in) are coliected cultural
refics of ancient Persia and Western Regions, all of which have come to Japan by way of ancient Chang’an. The
Angient Ruins of Jiaohe occupied an important place among the numerous posts on the Sitk Road. Thus, six years
ago Japanese government began to pay close attention to its importance in the World and its value in the history of
human being. They also decided to afford aids for the preservation and restoration of it at the same time. Both the
Japanese government and people strongly thirst for to preserve and restore cultural heritages of their own country
and the World. As a country with ancient civilizations, China has a long history and large quantities of historic
relics and ruins. How to preserve and maintain them is a long —term and hard task. We have been feeling the
heavy responsibilities. The conservation project of the Jicohe Ruins, which has been completed, is just an at-
tempt. In experts’ eyes, there must be some places needing consummate. Therefore, we should sum up our experi-
ences seriously. | wish the success of this project could be a chance of prompting protection of historic relics.

Lastly, I would like thanking again all the related staffs for their great efforts. At the same time, | wish all peo-
ple of the world could concern the preservation cause of cultural heritages more. | wish the cultural heritages of Chi-
na and of the whole world could be well preserved, and wish the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region prosperity.

Yutaka YOSHIZAWA
Japanese Minister in China
Beijing. April 1999
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Foreword 3

The protection and studies of the Ruins of Jiaohe is a long—term systematic project. Supported by UNESCO
and Japan Trust Fund for the Preservation of the World Cultural Heritage, the Chinese government and the con-
cerned departments of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region cooperatively launched a big —time project to protect
and do up the site in 1992, It was finished smoothly in 1996. | can say unexaggeratedly that the consummation of
the project has settled a comparatively stable foundation for future long—term protection of the Ruins of Jicohe.
Moreover. it offered us valuable experiences for protection of other big sites and earthy construction ruins in our
country. The book "Preservation and Research of the Ancient Ruins of Jiaohe” is a summarized report of the pro-
ject.

The State Council designated the Ruins of Jiaohe as a nation—wide major arts and sciences protection unit in
1961. It is located at Yarnaizi Village, 10 km west of Turfan City of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. It was first
constructed in Han Dynasty and had ever been the capital of Jushi Kingdom for times. Around the close of the end
of Yuan and beginning of Min, the City was abandoned gradually. Jushi, Han, Huihu, and other nationalities have
ever lived and developed here early or Iate; and so the dimensions of the Ruins of Jiaohe can reach the extant over
30 ten thousands square meters. The whole ruins are well preserved until now. We can see that the composition of
the city is still as clear as before. It consists of government office area, inhabitant areas, temple area, city gates,
streets, and so on. The walls of the constructions are all ortfully made up on the high plateau by means of reducing
the circumjacent ground or tamping and building with soils. As a well —known historic city on the Silkk Road, the
Ruins of Jiaohe has all along been a political , economic and cultural center and played an important role in the cul-
tural exchanges between East and West since the two Han Dynasties. Other than these, the City itself has an ex-
tremely distinctive characteristic, i.e. it is a sample of ancient earthy city construction rare in the world. There-
fure, it has an essential value in protection and study work of cultural relics.

The state and the governments at all levels of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region have throw into a great
quantity of manpower . large material resources and a large number of financial capacity for the protection project
for years. Cooperated with UNESCO and the Japan Trust Fund for the Preservation of the World Cultural Heritage,
the State Bureau of Cuttural Relics and the concerned departments of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region launched
a project to protect the Ruins of Jiaohe between the years 1992 and 1996. After arduous efforts by experts from Chi-
nu and foreign countries, the work has a complete success finally. The major results are as follows .

1. Promoted the research work of the Ruins of Jiaohe and deepened the understanding of it. Limited by condi-
tions. people has less understanding before of what the ruins was. Studies on the ruins are not systemic. Interrelat-
cd materials are also scattered. Now experts have made a comprehensive investigation to the ruins according to
special subjects in order to coordinate with the project. The subjects contain nearly every aspect .

A. General state of the extant ruins

B. Physical and chemical analysis of the cause of the site plateaus’ collapse

C. Components of earthy bodies of the construction

D. Cause of damages of the buildings’ walls, chemical change of the surface of the walls
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E. The Buddhist temples and caves

As aresult, they found the guestions and gave advices. They also published a series of research reports, in-
cluding ” Studies on Protection work of the Ancient Ruins of Jiaohe”, " A Survey Report on Current Situation of the
Ruins of Jiaohe”, " A Survey Report on the Buddhist Temples in the Ruins of Jiache”, and ” A Study on Means of
Restoration of the Ruins of Jioohe” , etc. Moreover, they collected and fixed reference materials concerning the Ru-
ins of Jiaohe over 80 ten thousands words. They surveyed the ruins roundly, and drawn nearly 300 pieces of plans.

2. Extensive archaeoclogical excavations. This time of excavations takes out plentiful and substantial achieve-
ments. Some residential houses, temples, ancient wells and tombs have been excavated. The excavation area
reaches 8000 square meters. These archaeological achievements have not only provided scientific basis for the
protection and restoration project, but also pushed the researches of the Ruins of Jiaohe forward.

3. Buosed on embedded researches., experts concerned tried out the main items of the project in order to find
the optimal working plan. For example, they studied out three pians for repairing of the eroded walls. Through
tests, they finally selected the one most effective, i.e. , the material for reinforcement of the walls should be com-
posed of ocher, calcium lumps and water.

t. Constructed an embankment 710 meters long to control summer flood that is one of the major causes of
damage of the ruins.

5. Another cause of damage is the whether. We installed a set of climate-—-monitoring equipment at the Ruins
of Jiaohe to observe the climate of the region of the Ruins of Jiache, collect and analyze climatic data. The equip-
ment is capable of automatically measuring and recording by computer a variety of climatic conditions such as
wind velocity, wind direction, temperature, solar radiation, precipitation, and evaporation. Systematic collection
of the climatic data over a fong period by the equipment will assuredly be conducive to a better preservation, re-
scarch and management of the Ruins of Jiaohe.

6. Reconstructed the Northwest Smalt Temple. It not only provided visitors with a new sight, the more is that
It 1s o research process, and deepened our understanding of the Buddhist architectural style and Buddhist artistic
characteristic of this epoch in Turfan.

The book ”Preservation and Research of the Ancient Ruins of Jiaohe” is going to be published. It is the fruit of
common efforts made by experts from China and foreign countries, mirroring the protection of culturat relics of the
Ruins of Jiaohe and the correlative scientific research in a comparatively all —round way. On the publishing, | wish
1o express heartfelt thanks on behalf of the State Bureau of Cultural Relics to UNESCO, Japanese government, Xin-
iang Uygur Autonomous Region government, Turfan Prefectural Party Committee and Administrative Office, Au-
tonomous Regional Cultural Bureau and Bureau of Cultural Relics. | also wish to express my thanks to the units,
specialists, engineers and technicians from China and foreign countries who have put in a lot of hard work and
made great contribution to the project.

We have much to do for the preservation and research of the Ancient Ruins of Jigohe. We are working out a
fong —term program and perfecting it. We believe that, by efforts of all circles, “the Ruins of Jiaohe” this first —
class cultural heritage of humankind will be effectively preserved more. This bright peari on the ”Silk Road” will be

stilt more brilliant and will shine throughout the ages.

Zhang Bai
Deputy —director ., the State Bureau of Cultural Relics
Beijing. April 1999
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Foreword 4

The Ancient Ruins of Jiaohe are the remains of a famous ancient city with a long
history over 2000 years on the Silk Road. As cne of the political , economic and cultur-
al centers in the Western Regions in ancient times, this city played an important role
in economic and cultural exchanges between the East and West. It is a great cause
to protect and expand the excellent cultural heritage of humankind and to preserve it
well forever for our descendants. This has not only profound historic significance, but
also practicat significance.

The Ancient Ruins of Jiache are distinctive in architecture. Most of the buildings,
especially the streets, houses, courtyards, cave dwellings, and so on, are con-
structed by carving out of the natural ground. This kind of method is a clever move, i.
e. according to the local situation to remake the nature, demonstrating the great in-
telligence of Jiaohe people. To protect and renovate rationally the historic remains in
Xinjiang is our bounden duty.

The Ancient Ruins of Jiaohe, designated as a nation —wide major arts and sci-
ences protection unit by the Department of States, is a big site in Xinjiang. It is the
first time to comprehensively preserve and restore them in Xinjiang. The Chinese gov-
ernment, UNESCO and the Japanese government jointly carried out the project. The
cooperation between China and UNESCO has attained good results in conducting the
project. Experts, engineers and technicians from China and Japan exchange views
and study each other in protection work and academic researches. As a result, they
have promoted mutual understanding and forged profound friendship. Through three —
year —long work on the project, we have accumulated a wealth of experience for pro-
tection and restoration of big site. We have been trained a large quantity of persons
of ability, produced quantities of achievements in scientific research, and heighten
greatly reputation of the Ancient Ruins of Jiaohe. This project will also be promoted
as a pilot for further restoration and preservation of the Ancient Ruins of Jiache and
such ancient sites. Meanwhile, it will exert an active influence to the cause of cultur-
al relics and the tourism of the autonomous region and up to the economic develop-
ment of Turfan too.
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There are abundant marvelous natural phenomenon and historic relics in Xinjiang
for tourists, In Turfan alone. there are five nation —wide major arts and sciences pro-
tection units. It is one of the richest places in tourist resource in the autonomous re-
gion. In recent years, Turfan’s tourism has been forging rapidly ahead. People who
visited the Ancient Ruins of Jiaohe have been increasing year after year. With the
protection and maintenance of historical ruins and the improvement of tourist condi-
tions. tourists come here must be more and more from now on. Residents of various
nationalities in Turfan should cherish the relic wealth of our hometown and be con-
scious of our responsibilities of the preservation of culturat relics. Departments in
charge of cultural relics at all levels must not only take good care of historic ruins,
but also strengthen the scientific administration of cultural relics and improve their
service.

It need a long —term effort of more than one generation to protect and maintain
forever the Ancient Ruins of Jiaohe this kind of large —scale historic ruins. Therefore,
It is necessary to publish the achievements of the first phase of the preservation and
restoration project of the Ancient Ruins of Jiaohe, in order to provide useful refer-
ences to further work. Now UNESCO, specialists from Japan, and Xinjiang Provincial
Cultural Bureau have jointly worked out the ” Ten —year Program for Preservation of
the Ancient Ruins of Jiaohe during 1993—2002". However, it is just the beginning, the
work will be continuing. Let the Ancient Ruins of Jiaohe stand like a giant on Xinjiang
land forever, becoming a beautiful scenic point on the Silk Road.

Memtimin Zakir
Vice —chairman, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region
Urumagi, April 1999
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