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FOREWORD

The Chinese nationality has a long history of science, technology and culture and an-
cient maps are a pearl in this culture. The map is the language of geography. It reflects the
map-drawe:’s understanding of the features of the contents in maps and the relation between
various geographical elements and also reflects the principles and technique of the drawers in
expressing geographical elements by images. Therefore, it is primitive material for studying
geographic:| situations in historical periods and also substantial witnesses for the level of de-
velopment H>f cartography and geography in history. It is of great significance to our socialist
construction today. Because of this, we have specially selected nearly 100 ancient maps with
comparatively higher academic, relic and practical value from over 1,200 kinds (over 5, 000
pieces) of maps collected by the Dalian Library and compiled them into this map collection
for the use of scholars and for reference and appreciation for people concerned in various
public circles.

This is the first time most of the maps in this collection have been published. The prin-
ciples for selection are mainly drawn copies and inscriptions from relatively earlier times,
exquisite in drawing, unique and complete in expression and drawn with traditional Chinese
methods. Therefore, these are also the characteristics of the collection.

As to deriods, the earliest one in this collection is the map of Mt. Taihua which was
carved on a stone in 1615 in Emperor Wanli's reign during the Ming Dynasty and later poems
by Wang Wei, Li Bai, Du Fu, Han Yu, Meng Jiao, Chen Bo, Han Qi and Shao Yong in Em-
peror Chongzhen's reign were carved on the stone too. The maps drawn in Emperor
Kangxi’s reign in the Qing Dynasty include the sketch map of Gansu and map of sea port
strategic passes and near and far water and land conditions; in Emperor Yongzheng’s reign,
the map of lathu Lake; in Emperor Qianlong’s reign. the map of Fujian’s sea coast, map of
Shanxi’s muiitary defense and atlas of Shanxi Province.

As to ‘he style of drawing, there are relatively valuable hand-drawn colored maps such
as the mulitiry category which includes the map of Zhili's large and small sea port forts, the
map of sea port forts in Shandong, the grand view of the Yangtze River near Jiujiang, the
map of city moats and walls, the map showing location of military offices, the map of Chang-
‘men sea port forts and map of horse-herding in Jingzhou Eight Banner; city category in-
cludes the map of Fuzhou City, a bird’s-eye view map of Wuchang and Hankou, sketch maps
of Kuizhou and Chaozhou, maps of Beijing and Pingle cities. In the scenic and historic cate-
gory, there are the map of the Summer Villa, sketch map of Hengshan Mountain Range, the

full view of Mt. Jiaoshan, sketch maps of Rehe (Jehol), and Mt. Panshan historic sights and
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map of Mt. Lushan in Beizhen County, Fengtian. In geomancy, there are the sketch map of
the I3 Ming Tombs, maps of mausoleums, Dongling Mausoleum geomancy, Yongling Mau-
soleum and Fuling Mausoleum. In water conservancy, there are the map of the Yangtze and
Huai rivers and the map of the Yangtze River. In economy, there 1s the map of tax-collect-
ing bureaus in Hubei Province. ‘lablet maps ave also very valuable but not easy to preserve
hecause of ‘umerous wars. In this collection are the maps of Shanxi Province, Mt. Taishan,
Mt. Huashin, Taihua, Mt. Taihua, the eight sights in the central Shaanxi plain, Mt. Long-
men and the map of Canglang Pavilion. These maps are important valuable reference materi-
al for Chins's water conservancy. national defense construction, municipal construction and
the develop:nent of tourism.

Because of limited space, there are many excellent works not included, such as the
map of Beijing (colored, Qing Dynasty), map of South Mountain peaks (colored, Qing Dy-
nasty), atlas of flood areas in four prefectures and 10 counties under Chubiao (10 pieces, col-
ored, Qing Dynasty), a general map of I3 prefectures in Jiangx (13 pieces, block printed
edition, Qirg Dynasty), map of six pairs of channels (6 pieces, tablet rubbings, Qing Dy-
nasty), map of 68 peaks in Hunan (colored, Qing Dynasty), map of Mt. Wutai holy area
(ink-printed! and colored, Qing Dynasty) and a map of Yulin City (colored, Qing Dynasty).
There is the map of watching the people of many states growing fruit in the south (ink-
printed and colored) drawn by ‘lTouda Rokashi, a Japanese, in the 7th year of Baoyong's
reign (1710, . Readers will be able to see them only when we publish a large collection in the
future.

The Dalian Library was established on the foundation of the Dalian Library of Japan's
South Manchu Railway Co. Ltd. Most of the maps in its collection were collected by
Japanese at that time. For example, in 1925, the library bought over 600 maps from an Ital-
ian envoy Ros who remained in Beijing. After the anti-Japanese war, they were not trans-
ported awa because of pressing time and have been preserved up to the present. The col-
lection of naps tells the story. Besides, the Dalian Library has also in its collection 260, 000
thread-bound books, manuscripts and hand-copied books including ancient geography books,
of which over 200 kinds are the only rare copies both at home and abroad, such as the Impe-
rial Ming Celebrations, Territory Collection of Thurd Supplement of Small Square Kettle Stu-
dio and Letter Manuscripts by Revered Feng Shi. Most of the excellent collections are the
only ones and rare copies of Qing and Ming dynasty novels. We hope to jointly publish and
study together with people in various public circles in the future to carry foward Chinese cul-
ture and make this valuable cultural heritage serve society.

Liu Zhenwei
Director of the Dalian Library
October 1994
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General Information

. This collection includes only independent ones collected by the Dalian Library.

. This collection includes only maps drawn by Chinese or are in Chinese characters.

. Most ot the maps in this collection were drawn in the Qing Dynasty and there is one stone
inscription map of Mt. Taihua of the Ming Dynasty and a few maps were drawn in the
Kuomintang period upon consideration.

. This collection 1s composed of foreword, general information, contents, maps, illustra-
tions and postscript.

. The maps in the front part of the collection are printed in color and the rest are black and
white. They are arranged according to world, city, administrative area, military, scenic
and historic sights, geomantic location and mausoleums and economic maps. Separate
maps also appear between other categories due to layout planning.

. Each category of the maps in this collection has an illustration to mainly introduce the
form, size, authors, period when drawn, chief contents and their academic value.
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Bird's-Eye View of Wuchang and Hankou
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