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2 A STUDY IN SCARLET

Part |

BEING A REPRINT FROM THE REMINISCENCES"
OF JOHN H. WATSON, M. D., LATE OF
THE ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT

Chapter 1

MR. SHERLOCK HOLMES
IN THE YEAR 1878 I took my degree of Doctor of

Medicine of the University of London, and proceeded to
Netley to go through® the course prescribed® for surgeons in
the Army. Having completed my studies there, I was duly
attached to the Fifth Northumberland Fusiliers® as assistant
surgeon. The regiment© was stationed in India at the time,

and before I could join it, the second Afghan war had broken
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(D reminiscence [ remi 'nisns )
reminiscences (pl.) spoken or
written account of one’s re-
membered experiences [E]1Z5%
@go through: study in de-
tail FAHF

@ prescribe ( pri'skraib] de-
clare with authority that
(sth.) should be done or is
a rule to be followed ¥ 5E
WHEE)

@ fusilierl fjuzalia) fusiliers
(pl.) any of several in-
fantry regiments formerly
armed with light muskets |H

HUBNEREENS
5

® regiment ' redgimont )
(British infantry ) unit (3&
Hp ZH)ER

F—
EREEESEFHEL
8 14 B R
%
BoEE B R
RS
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FHEEA AR R EAREN
BEEERLBIRE, TR TREHN
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4 A STUDY IN SCARLET

out. On landing at Bombay, I learned that my corps(D had
advanced through the passes” , and was already deep in the
enemy’s country. I followed, however, with many other of-
ficers who were in the same situation as myself, and suc-
ceeded in reaching Candahar in safety, where I found my
regiment, and at once entered upon® my new duties .

The campaign brought honours and promotion to many,
but for me it had nothing but misfortune and disaster. 1 was
removed from my brigade@ and attached to the Berkshires,
with whom I served at the fatal® battle of Maiwand. There I
was struck on the shoulder by a Jezail bullet, which
shattered® the bone and grazed the subclavian artery® . I
should have fallen into the hands of the murderous Ghazis
had it not been for the devotion and courage shown by Mur-
ray, my orderly, who threw me across a pack - horse, and
succeeded in bringing me safely to the British lines.

Worn with pain, and weak from the pmlonged®
hardships which I had undergone, 1 was removed, with a
great train of wounded sufferers, to the base hospital at
Peshawar. Here I rallied® , and had already improved so far
as to be able to walk about the wards® , and even to bask” a

little upon the veranda, when 1 was struck down by enteric?
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Qeorpe(ka(r)] n. AE B
military force made up of two
or more divisons JEH,
@pass[pa:s] n. (route
through a) gap or low point
in a range of mountains 3%
BE, L0, LE
(Denter upon: make a start
on sth. M FFRH
@ brigade [ bridzeid ) n.
group of people, esp one or-
ganized for a particular pur-
pose BA, 4 (48 o R¢ 3K
BHITMARY )
®fatal('feitl) adj. causing
disaster FCHEHE K
® shatter (' fata (r)]) v.
(cause sth.to) break sud-
denly and violently into
small pieces ¥ ¥
@ artery ("atari) n. any of
the tubes carrying biood
from the heart to all parts of
the body &k
® prolong [ pra'log) v. ex-
tend FE ¥
@rally ('reeli) v. ( cause
sh./sth to) recover health,
strength etc. revive Bk X fi
: 3
@@ward (wod)n. separate
part or room in a hospital
for a particular group of pa-
tients 7% 55
@bask {bask]v. sit or lie
enjoying warmth A 2 % 5
Hm Bt
@enteric (entterik] adj. of
thintestines [ )

RAEEXL FRRBARFBOE
AEfFidwn, RABHGEREF
T REME, RERRFS SR
BB HbEE - EBANN,
BlIE K ARG fE R BT R B ERBA
FOLRPIFEE T REH LAF,

REGRFHEAFEABHTRY
REJH AHRTEFANRR—FBRX
EAAE, REFAE MR
52 —FSmTHARESERE, ER
KRB, —BRFRTFREPT
RWER, FHRTRBFELTH
BTHSK MRFARRNE S K
REBOKK BEOB BRI E—
BKEE L, HFEL2MFRREE
WIS RERFEANRNBEA
FHTo

G REFRE, B LK
PR HRE R H AR,
FRERA—AHHGR —ERED
BTHYREVER. #HE, R
WERERRETRANEE, TR
LREEBEERFTHMED,
EEREEEm Em— 2 ILRRE®N



6 A STUDY IN SCARLET

fever, that curse® of our Indian possessions® . For months
my life was despaired of, and when at last 1 came to myself
and became convalescent® , I was so weak and emaciated”
that a medical board determined that not a day should be lost
in sending me back to England. 1 was despatched,
accordingly, in the troopship Orontes, and landed a mounth
later on Portsmouth jetty© , with my health irretrievably
ruined , but with permission from a paternal govermnment to
spend the next nine months in attempting to improve it.

I had neither kith nor kin® in England, and was
therefore as free as air — or as free as an income of eleven
shillings,(D and sixpence® a day will permit a man to be. Un-
der such circumstances 1 naturally gravitated® to London,
that great cesspool® into which all the loungers and idlers of
the Empire are irresistibly drained. There I stayed for some
time at a private hotel in the Strand, leading a comfortless,
meaningless existence, and spending such money as 1 had,
considerably more freely than 1 ought. So alarming did the
state of my finances become, that 1 soon realized that I must
either leave the metropolis® and rusticate? somewhere in the
country, or that I must make a complete alteration in my

style of living. Choosing the latter alternative® , 1 began by
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@Dcurse( ka:s) n.[(c)cause of
evil, harm, destruction etc. #4
B, Hm

@ possession n. [ ¢) country
controlled or governed by an-
other /B, FH R

@ convalescent { konva'lesnt )
adj. recovering from illners
RETH

@ emaciated (i ' meifieitid )
adj. made thin and weak ¥
BE R

® jetty (' dzeti) n. landing
place for boats 3k

®kith and kin n. (idm 3 iF)
friends and relations &K
@shilling( filin} n.(until 1971)
British coin worth twelve old
pennies, one twenticth of a
pound (& 1971 4F) %4 (KE
HKHEEBAH+ —EL, -
BH_t+az—)
®sixpence('sikspans ) n. former
GB coin having a value of six
old pennies (Before 1971) (&
BB, B A HRET)

@ gravitate( grevaitet) move to-
wards or be attracted to sb./
sth. gradually and irresistibly Z¢
B mEAGEEY)

(also cesspit) n.dirty
or comupt place TSBYHIIFAT
@metropolis[ ma' trapalis] n.
chief city of a region or coun-
try RIRTH

(D rusticate [ rastikeit) settle
in the country and lead a rural
life ZEARHE B
@alternative { o1 tamativ] n.
choice of two or more possibil-

ities B BB B EHE

R, R B REEET,BER
TINERBIA N - FHEENE
i, HFHELANMA  BBERAER
WmoERELE, BREREATHRET
Ak, BiEBIT e HER, B0
Btoks e BREEfS
BEBZHRINARED KRR
HEHE, ANAEE. TR KUFE
THRMEHM BOBES R
2EET., —MAZE . REEY
REHHGLERT . Mar, iy
HEAEHEEEET. TE,CE
HIBUR AR F RKF LA .
REEXBZERITH, B
SYMEBIRE REVRB IR
WA+ — L ANE LR AREER
WAL, EXMELT,RMRA
K ABMBRBOX M ARE B X
T REFERELREE. BT
WRZEL2RMEWRLTF. RER
EMER - FBANREET —B
A, it G T R, WA T
R, R—BFRAEXT , AHIE
ARE ., ROEFRAERE
gEK, RRERARE, BL4R
BRXAABUHRE S HE,
E2RBRAE A O EE T,
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making up my mind to leave the hotel, and take up my
quarters® in some less pretentious® and less expensive
domicile® .

On the very day that I had come to this conclusion, I
was standing at the Criterion Bar, when someone tapped me
on the shoulder, and turning round I recognized young
Stamford, who had been a dresser under me at Bart’s. The
sight of a friendly face in the great wilderness of London is a
pleasant thing indeed to a lonely man. In old days Stamford
had never been a particular crony® of mine, but now I hail-
ed® him with enthusiasma® , and he, in his tum, appeared
to be delighted to see me. In the exuberance® of my joy, 1
asked him to lunch with me at the Holborn, and we started
off together in a hansom®

“ Whatever have you been doing with yourself,
Watson?” he asked in undisguised® wonder, as we rattled®
through the crowded London streets. “You are as thin as a
lath® and as brown as a nut.”

I gave him a short sketch of my adventures, and had
hardly concluded it by the time that we reached our
destination .

“Poor devil!” he said, commiseratingly® , after he had



