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Introduction

Quanzhou is located on the north bank of the lower
reaches of Jinjiang River in Fujian Province.lt is one of
the first 24 historical and cultural famous cities named
in 1982 by the State Council.It was a famous trading port
in the world in Middle Ages,and one of the famous home
towns of overseas Chinese in China as well.

Seen from the Qingyuan Mountain,Quanzhou looks
like a carp, so it was called Carp City in Chinese history.
When General Liu Congxiao in Five Dynasties rebuilt
the city,he planted tung trees around it,so it was also
famous as Tung Tree City in Southeast Asia,India,the
Arabian Peninsula and some countries along the coast of
the Mediterranean Sea.Quanzhou has a subtropical and
maritime climate.Jt is warm and moist throughout the
year,so it has a good name “warm hill” too.

More than 2000 years ago,Guyue people lived here.In
Western Zhou Dynasty.Quanzhou belonged to Qimi-
n.From Qin Dynasty to Sui Dynasty,it belonged to
Minzhong Prefecture,Jinan Prefecture early or late.lt
was under the Wurong Prefecture’s command in early
Tang Dynasty.In the second year of Jinyun.(711 A.D.) it
changed from Wurong Prefecture to Quanzhou.In the
sixth year of Kaiyuan (718 A.D.),the Prefecture govern-
ment moved to Quanzhou and began to build the
city.And this continued in Song,Yuan,Ming and Qing
Dynastics.Now it has become a prefectureclass city in
Jinjiang Prefecture.Quanzhou today is almost as big as
the Quanzhou from Song Dynasty to Qing Dynasty.Its
area is about 11710 square kilometers,and the population
is about 4.5 million.

Quanzhou faces the East China Seca.lt has many
superior natural ports.Among them,Houzhu Port,Yo-

ngning Port and Anhai Port are the most famous onecs.



Quanzhou began to have the friendly contact with
some foreign countries early in Southern Dynastics.In
Tang Dynasty,Quanzhou became onec of the 4 most

famous ports in China “Ten Visitors in the Town’(a

poem by Bao He in Tang Dynasty)described vividly this
port city’s grand occassion at that timeIn Yuan
Dynasty,Quanzhou and Alexander in Egypt became the
Targest ports in the world. When Moroccan tourist Yiban
Batutai saw that there were hundreds of large ships and
countless small ones,he said that,“it is the biggest port in
the world.In Yuan Dynasty,the famous scholar
Mr.Zhuang Mishao said that it was the largest port city
in the worldIn Song Dynasty,Quanzhou had trade
relatons with more than 70 countries,and became a
famous city of “Silk Road on the Sea”.Quanzhou has a
long history,the flourishing culture and a large number
of talented people.lt has a name of “Zhoulu on the
Seashone”.The Chinese culture brought by Jin people in
the early period of the 4th century combined and fused
with the cultures of West Asia,Southeast Asia,India,Bos,
Ancient Greece and Rome,which left a large of shocking
cultural ruins and ancient buildings.Those reflected the
influence of Chinese contacting with 107 countries and
districts in the world,such as.India,Arabia,Iran,Italy,Indo
nesia, Kampuchea,Japan and Spain.It formed the magnifi-
cent scenery with many religions and cultures coexisting
in Quanzhou.

The book“The Ancient Buildings in Quanzhou’trys
to discuss and study the development of Quanzhou
city,the forming regularity of the characteristic,the
architectural history value and the art value of the
ancicnt buildings in Quanzhou.lt supplys readers a
learned monograph which contains full,accurate and
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trustworthy materials with a large number of measurcd
drawings.The book is composed of three parts.Part
I--Tung City,a Bright Pearl of /inyue,presents the
development of Quanzhou city,the ormation and protec-
tion of the city characteristic and how to portray the
space structure and the art image of the city.Part
II---presents the research achievements on three groups
of famous building complexes and 14 ancient buildings,-
and introduces their history evolution briefly.Part III-
--The Echo of the Historic Culture, in made up of three
research papers.A few copies of Quanzhou’s ancient
buildings were made in Taiwan because many people in
Taiwan Province are from Quanzhou (a little bit more
than about 65 percent).Therefore,in the book Taiwan is
mentioned,compared and some researches on its bui-
ldings are made.About one hundred and fifty ancient
building drawings measured practically were finished
one after another in the past seven years from 1983 to
1990.Besides the teachers and students from Tianjin
University,Dongnan University,and Overseas Chinese
University,some people from Quanzhou History Cultural
Centre,Quanzhou Municipal Construction Committee
and Quanzhou Municipal Cultural Administrative Com-
mittee also took part in the compiling of this book.

In this book,the pioneer papers on Quanzhou ancient
city and ancient buildings written by early scholars arc
also included in the appendix,which are wused t
commemorate the pioneer researchers of the Quanzhou
architectural culture.The book wants to show it to us
that Quanzhou’s architectural culture researches will be
the cause for many generations,and all these efforts are
not for looking for the past honours,but for changing
Quanzhou today better.
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Preface

Quanzhou,the politics,economy and culture center
from Jin Dynasty to Yuan Dynasty in the south of
Fujian,is a famous town for its history and culture.lt is
well known all over the world for its historical relics and
culturc heritages.I was born and grew up in Quanzhou-
,but had lived in other towns or abroad before the late
period of 1950’s.In my work I got the chance to know
much about its history,culture,local conditions and
customs from many aspects,and I began to cherish a deep
affection for it and was determined to do my best to
expand Quanzhou’s culture.However,with the restriction
of all kinds of factors and my poor learning,my desire
hasn’t be realized and I retired with a great pity.

In 1983, the Political Consultative Conference of
Quanzhou proposed to establish Quanzhou History and
Cultur: Center in order to call together the excellent
scholars and raise funds so as to collect,study,sort out
and publish the data of Quanzhou’s history and cul-
ture,and to protect the historical vestiges and to
maintain the ancient buildings.The governments of
Fujian Province and Quanzhou support this proposal.l
had the horour to be chosen as head of the Center by my
colleagues.] agreed,because I liked to do something in
this field in my left time.In resent years,we have studied
and introduced the ancient buildings,the local music,the
dramas and the dialect of Quanzhou,which has brought
the attention and has been well received by the scholars
both at home and abroad.

With the support of the goverments and the
subsidization of the overseas Chinese,] have some
opportunities to take charge of some constructions or
reconstructions of the Quanzhou’s ancient buildings;such
as Cheng Tian Temple,Kai Yuan Temple,Wei Yuan
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Tower,Yan Fu Temple,In the work I got to know many
famous scholars and specialists in this field,such as Du
Xianzhou,Guo Husheng,Zheng yiyan,Li Zhujun,Ma Rei-
tian,Lixiongfei,Fang Yong,Yang Changming,etc.They ei-
ther took part in the constructions or worked as
advisors.While working they became interested in the
style and skill of Quanzhou’s ancient buildings.Thus,res-
pectable Mr.Du suggested that the Center edit and
publish series of books on Quanzhou’s architectural
culture.While surneying,drawing Tian Yuan Temple and
working out the reconstruction plan,Prof.Guo and Fang
Yong,Yang Changming intended to cooperate with the
Center to write and publish some research papers and
monographs on Quanzhou’s ancient buildings,but it didn’
t come true because of their busy teaching work.When Li
Xiongfei came to Quanzhou at the invitation of Qua-
nzhou Urban Planning Office and knew that a series of
mapes of Quanzhou’s ancient buildings had been col-
lected by the Center,he surported Mr.Du’s suggestion of
publishing the book.In 1987,seven students were sent by
Mr.Li to Quanzhou surveying ancient buildings.In order
to get the book published.Li has been to Quanzhou
several times for it.Lecturer Fang Yong has done a lot
for the book,too.

Now “Ancient Buildings in Quanzhou” will be
published soon,the editor of the book hope that I can
write a preface.In order to introduce the academic
achivements of the Center and the writing of the book,I
wrote these few lines as a preface.

Wang Jinsheng
Aug.1990,Quanzhou
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