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FOREWORD DHE

China enjoys a long history, and it has tremendous splendid traditional patterns. They resemble a vast sea of
arts, a treasure house of wisdom. Shining among them like a bright pearl are the auspicious patterns.

The Chinese traditional patterns, like other forms of arts, reflect peopleis ideology. They were born out of the
ancient everyday life and their desires for good luck and happiness.

Over the years, the Chinese forefathers created lots of auspicious patterns expressing their longing for a
wonderful life. Drawing upon myths and proverbs, they made designs such as human beings, beasts, birds,
flowers, containers, the sun, the moon, the rain, the lightening, etc. Through the use of analogy, metaphors,
symbols, homophony, implied meanings, they were able to make wonderful patterns with their wishes for
blessings and prevention from calamities perfectly embedded in the patterns.

Asearly asthe primitive age when totems were worshipped, the Chinese ancestors had a great wish for
prevention from calamities and for happiness. At the time, many things seemed mysterious to people. Filled
with wonders, they started to make patterns to express their hopes for happiness.

In the New Stone Age, painted potters, stone carvings and jade carvings had various beast images: dragons,
fishes, tortoises, birds and other decorative patterns of clouds, water and stars.

In the Yin Dynasty, West Zhou Dynasty, the Spring and Autumn Periods and the Warring States, there were
bronze wares and lacquer wares decorated with the patterns showing peopleis wish for happiness, as well as
slave ownersi divine power.

In the Dynasties of Qin and Han, Buddhism came to China. Buddhist karma, the Taoist living-forever-
without-growing-old, the Confucian yin, yang and five elements, myths and legends all contributed to the
subject of auspicious patterns, which were widely used in architecture, sculpture and folk custom arts.

The Dynasties of Sui, Tang, Song and Yuan experienced auspicious patterns being perfected gradually and
employed in architecture ( esp. color painting ), ceramics, embroidery and lacquer ware.

In the Dynasties of Ming and Qing, more forms came into being. The application of the traditional Chinese
painting made auspicious patterns even more splendid. Consequently, auspicious patterns, customs and
sayings were very popular.

In our modern world, we need to cherish our cultural heritages and create more wonderful national
patterns of our time to enrich our life. j
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In a word, the Chinese traditional auspicious patterns are an important part of the Chinese culture. With
more and more international cultural exchange, auspicious patterns will surely attract worldwide attention.
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