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Ancient Oriental culture has always fascinated people around the world.
As history strode ever onward great cities rose and fell, some of them leaving
not a single trace. But in Northern China there is an ancient city which still
preserves all its charms, having the world’s largest complex of palace architec-
ture and a wealth of cultural relics —the city of Beijing.

An ancient book describes Beijing to have the “best topography in the
world and is indeed the capital of immortal emperors. ” Beijing sits at the
northwestern edge of the North China Plain, with Mount Yanshan to its
north, the Taihang Mountains to the west, the Bohai Bay to the east and vast
plains to the south. The Chaobai and Yongding rivers wind through the city.
As early as 500,000 years ago Peking Man, one of the earliest ancestors of the
Chinese nation, lived here.

Beijing’s recorded history starts in the Western Zhou Dynasty (about
11th century B. C.-771 B. C. ). Emperor Wu enfeoffed Emperor Huangdi’s de-

scendants in Ji, and minister Shi, Duke of Shao, in Yan. Later Yan annexed



Ji, and the city of Ji became the capital of the State of Yan. Through both the
Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods (770 B.C. -256 B. C. ) Yan de-
veloped as a large vassal state of the Zhou emperors and its capital —the city of
Ji—became a flourishing and powerful city in the north of China.

During a period of over 1,100 years —from the conquest of Yan by the
first Emperor of the Qin Dynasty (221 B. C.-206 B. C.) until the end of the
Tang Dynasty (618-907) —the city of Ji had under its jurisdiction the prefec-
tures of Youzhou, Youyan and Jixian. An ancient poem describes the city of Ji
as being “close to the desert to the north and in a strategic location. ” In 938,
during the Liao Dynasty (907-1125), Emperor Taizong made the city of Ji
(then known as Youzhou) his second capital, renaming it Nanjing (or
Yanjing). In 1153 it was again changed to Zhongdu and became the capital of
the Jin Dynasty (1115-1234), which ruled the north of China. At the end of
the 12th century Mongolian cavalry conquered the Central Plain. When Kublai
Khan, who later became Emperor Taizu of the Yuan Dynasty, came to Zhong-
du in 1260 he seemed to sense the then devastated city’s extraordinary poten-
tial for greatness, and thus ordered in 1267 construction of a new capital in the
northeastern section of the original site. It took 18 years to complete this
large-scale construction of the new city of Dadu, which became China’s politi-
cal and trade center and one of the world’s great metropolises of that time.
Chinese civilization, with the city of Dadu as the center, became the envy of
people the world over. During the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644) Dadu was re-

named to Beijing, and in 1406 Emperor Chengzu ordered a new imperial palace



to be built in Beijing, 400 meters south of the original site of the Mongolian
Yuan palace. In 1420 construction of the Forbidden City, or the Imperial
Palace, was completed, including more than 9,000 rooms with a total {loor
space of 720,000 square meters. For 491 years {ollowing the completion of the
Forbidden City it was home to 24 emperors.

The imperial palace featuring red walls and yellow glazed tiles is the most
typical architectural form in Beijing. The compact layout of the city of Beijing
was meant to reflect the emperor’s supreme authority under Heaven. The city
is centered on the imperial palace, with altars, temples, government offices.
monasteries and dwellings placed symmetrically. The streets are flat and
broad, and there are four city gates —located in the east, west, south and
north, respectively. In addition, there are imperial gardens in the western
suburbs. The overall planning and design of the city encompasses the essence

of traditional Chinese culture and art, making Beijing “the peak of a great civi-

lization. ”

Strongly contrasted with the imperial grandness is the lively and rich fla-
vor of the streets and alleys. The houses of the common people are typically
courtyard dwellings situated in unique Autong alleys redolent with the timeless
traditional culture of Beijing. It is in the Autongs that visitors will find the rich
and colorful folk culture of Beijing.

Beijing, an ancient yet modern city, will reward each and every visitor

with its charm and hospitality.
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A bird’s-eye view of Tiananmen Square and the Imperial Palace
Located in the center of Beijing, Tiananmen Square covers a total area of
440,000 sq m, making it the largest public square in the world.
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<] Tiananmen (Gate of Heavenly Peace)
First built in 1417 and known as Chengtianmen during the Ming Dynasty.
it was the front gate of the Imperial Palace. It was given its present name
after reconstruction in 1651. Tourists may mount the rostrum on this 33. 7-

m-high gate.
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Taihedian (Hall of Supreme Harmony)

It is the first of the three main halls in the Out-
er Palace of the Forbidden City (the other two
being Zhonghedian and Bachedian)., where the
emperors held court. It is now the largest
wooden structure in China,
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Inside Qianginggong (Palace of Celestial Purity)
Qianginggong , Jiaotaidian ( Hall of Celestial and Terrestrial
Union) and Kunninggong (Palace of Terrestrial Tranquillity)
are the three main halls constituting the Inner Palace. During
the Ming Dynasty, Qianginggong was the bed chamber of the
emperor and empress, During the Qing Dynasty it became a
place where the emperor held court or performed ceremonies.

EHEAR
EHE XRENTEENEAE=SAR. AREFERWTEN
A EWBC TN ERILZ &




The court dress of a Qing em-
peror preserved in the Palace
Museum

Numerous priceless treasures
are housed in the Palace Muse-
um, which was established in
1925. It is currently the largest
museum in China.
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A bird’s-eye view of the Forbidden City
First constructed at the beginning of the 15th century.,
the Forbidden City has a total of more than 9. 000
rooms with a floor space of 720.000 sq m.
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