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A Before Reading

1 Cambridge is u city with a famous university. Which other
English ciry has a famous university! Where are the univensi-
ties in your country? Write a list of the rumes of the towns and

cities.

2 You are on holiday. You visic a city. What do you like to do?
YES/NO
{a} ear new kinds of food
(b} tulk o new people
() po o muscums and art galleries
d)} look ar the steeets, buildings and parks
&) o shopping

My Notes:
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INTRODUCTION

Cambridge is a busy city in the east of England. Many
people live and work there. Cambridge has a famous
old university. Men and women from all over the world
study at Cambridge University.

Many of the buildings in Cambridge are very beau-
tiful. The city also has modern shops and industries.
Thousands of people visit Cambridge cvery year. They
come to study or ro lock around.

Cambridge — a view of the city
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1 HISTORY of the CITY
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Cambridge is very old. People were living there two
thousand vears ago, They saw there was a river and a
little hill. it was a safe place to live. So they built their
houses there.

The Romans

The Romans liked the place too. Many of their roads
passed close to it. Roman soldiers lived in the little
town and it grew higger. But the Romans left England
soon after AD 400. Two hundred years later, no one
was living by the river. All the houses wete in ruins.

The Danes
Then, in 865, the Danes cane from Northern Europe.
They sailed their boats across the North Sea and up
the river. The Danes were fierce fighters, but they also
brought trade to eastern England. They built a port on
the river. Cambridge became an ¥

importaut trading centre.

How did Cambridge get its
name?! The city stands on the
River Cam. Part of this river is
called the Granta. By 875, there
was a bridge over the river. So the
place was called Grantabridge.
And later it was called Cambridge.

The Danes arrive



The Normans

In 1066, William of Normandy came to England. The
Norman army defeated the English army. William
became king of England. He built strong castles in
many parts of England. He built one at Cambridge. You
can see the bridge and castle on the coat of arms.

The Normans built Ely Cathedral

King William put a sheriff in charge of Cambridpe.
This sheriff was a cruel man called Picot. People said
Picot was *a hungry lion, a cruel wolf and a dirty pig’!

But the Normans made Cambridge a rich and
important town. Boats from many countries came up
the river. These boats brought food and other things to
Cambridge. Cambridge traders became very rich.



The Middle Ages (AD 1100-1500)

Soon many religious people came to live in
Cambridge. They built hospitals and churches. By the
end of the eleventh century, Cambridge was an impor-

rant religious centre.

The Castle Mound, the
ruin of King William's
castle in Cambridge

Modern Quayside today
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2 HISTORY of the UNIVERSITY
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Before 1167, there were no univenities in England.
Most English students went to Paris. Then the kings of
England and France quarrelled. The English students
left Paris. By 1209, some of them were studying in
Orxford.

The people of Oxford did not want the students. The
students made too much trouble in the city. There
were fights and some of the students ran away. These
students found new reachers in Cambridge.

By 1226, the students and teachers in Cambridge
had a Chancellor to look after them. By about 1250,
they had their own rules. Cambridge now had a uni-
versity!

N
The First Students

The first university students and teachers lived in
houses in the city. Then the students began to live
together in halls. Four students shared one room.
There were rushes on the floor and no glass in the win-
dows. Things are better today!

Students studied subjects such as Latin and logic for
their first degree. Then they studied subjects such as
music and geometry. They became Masters of Arts.
Students could study for many more years. Then they
became Doctors of Religion, Medicine or Law.




