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UNIT ONE

TEXT

Higher Education in the United States

In the United States, a student who has finished high
school may want to continue in higher education. There are
several ways to continue in higher education in the United
States. There are universities, colleges, community colleges,
and technical or vocational schools. Each of these kinds of
higher education will be described below.

A university is much larger than a college. It is larger for
two reasons. First, a university in the United States usually
has several different colleges in it. Each college within the uni-
versity has a special subject area. There may be a college of
liberal arts where humanities, social science, natural science,
and mathematics are taught. There may be a college of educa-
tion where students learn to be teachers. There may be a col-
lege of business where business subjects are taught. All of
these colleges may be part of one university. Sometimes, in a
university, each college is called a “school”;“The School of
Liberal Arts”,“The School of Business “or“The School of Edu-
cation”. Second, the university always has programs for ad-
vanced or graduate study in a variety of subjects. There may

be a medical school; a law school, and other advanced pro-
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grams.

Students in the United States must have a high school
diploma or its equivalent, to enter one of the colleges in the u-
niversity. Most students have completed regular high school
programs. Some older students may have the same amount of
education eveh though they have not completed high school.
These students have the equivalent of a high school degree. U-
niversity students may study for an undergraduate degree in
the arts or sciences. If they complete a course of study in the
arts, they receive bachelor of arts degrees. In the sciences,
they receive bachelor of science degrees. Students may leave
the university at this time, or they may choose to go on for a
graduate or professional degree.

The university may get money for its expenses from sev-
eral different sources. It may get some money from the state
government. Ifso, itis a pubiicly funded university. The uni-
versity may get money only from private sources: contribu-
tions, tuition, investments, and other sources. If this is the
case, it is a privately funded university. Finally, a university
may be funded by a religious group.

A university program for undergraduates usually takes
four years. In this way, a university and a college are alike.
College students usually spend four years in school also. A
college, however, usually has only one or two kinds of pro-
grams. A college does not have graduate or professional pro-
grams in a variety of areas.

A college is also like a university in the kinds of students
it has. College students, like university students, usually have
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a high school diploma when they enter college. If a college stu-
dent completes a course of study in the arts, he or she receives
a bachelor of arts degree. In the sciences, the students receive
a bachelor of science degree. If college stﬁdents want to con-
tinue for a graduate or professional degree, they must go to a
university.

The college is usually funded in one of the three ways al-
ready described. It may be publicly or privately funded. Or, it
may be funded by a religious group.

Compared to universities and colleges, community col-
leges in the United States are quite different. The programs of
study in the community college usually lasts only two years.
Many different subjects are taught in the community college.
Not all of the subjects are the usual school subjects. The com-
munity college may give courses in dental technology, sewing ,
and many other nonacademic subjects. The community college
may also have courses in the regular academic subjects like sci-
ence, maths, languages, literature, and other courses in the
humanities.

Many different types of students study at community col-
leges. Not all students have a high school diploma. Many stu-
dents are adults with children, and sometimes with grandchil-
dren, of their own. The community college serves the commu-
nity, and anyone who lives nearby may go. When community
college students complete a two-year program, they receive an
associate of arts or associate of science degree. They may then
go to a college or university for two more years to get the
bachelor’s degree. However, the student may get a job in-
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stead , or just sto-p going to school.

Community colleges are nearly always publicly funded, by
the state, county, or city government. They are not* usually
funded by religious groups.

The community college gives training for a variety of
jobs, and also has an academic program. The technical or vo-
cational school, however, has only job training. Its programs
may last a short time or a long time. Some programs take six
months, while other programs may take two years or more to
complete.

Students in the technical or vocational scool may have a
high school diploma. Many, however, do not have the diplo-
ma. Many people go to a technical or vocational school instead
of going to high school. When they complete their training,
they may be able to get a good job right away, the technical or
vocational school provides training for work in areas such as
electronics , plumbing, and others.

The technical or vocational school may be funded in any of
the ways already described. It may be publicly or privately
funded, or it may be funded by a .religious group. Other
sources of money for this kind of schaol are trade unions’ or
charity organizations.

Students who have finished high school, and even some
who do not go to high school, may choose from these four
kinds of higher education in the United States. High school
students who want further academic or professional training
may go to a college or university. Students who want both a-
cademic and nonacademic training may go to the community

—_ 4 —_



T

college. Students who want to learn a job may go to a techni-

cal or vocational school. Students may choose the kind of

higher education that they like best.

NEW WORDS AND EXPRESSIONS
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NOTES

1.A %J'niversity is much larger than a college.

KERHKERABE,

&4 L B4R % 8 much, far, even, still, a lot, a little, a
bit, a great/good deal & {FiF . X&EERRAER, #— _)35
WA BRE . E®, ATH very. 0.

This book is much better than that one.

AP HBEBFEE.

This line is a little longer than that one.

- XAREHIBB AR — K.

We will make still greater achievements in science and tech-

nology.
—§ —
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2. There may be a college of liberal arts where humanities » so-
cial science, natural science, and mathematics are taught.
BFEERASE. HERE, BRBERMNEHKEH

- ZE.

H: where«-are taught Epﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁtﬁ})\ﬁj » {41 2 college of
liberal arts,

3. Some older students may have the same amount of education
even though they have not completed high school.
—EERBANFENERARERTEL, BTRAER
BEH.
H ¥ even though-+school ik IR & I H].even though
B though AW [ although ¥, {HEFH it Bk ..
Even though (if) you make great progress in your work,
you shouldn’t be conceited. _
B R EE TAEHA TRAHISS, BRN KA.

4. Compared to universities and colleges, community colleges

in the United States are quite different.
- BRENEREHE, RENUREREZLEARY.
K Compared to - college Bt K4 A48, FAERIE.—

ﬁiﬁ.*’ E ¥ “lgere e He.. HE” &, £H compare-swith
oy FIE “4Eeeeen HoAE - e " i, %M compare--to - i

Compare this article with that one, and you’ll see which is
better.

EXRXEMNBRXESE—T, FRSEHB—BEF
g

=0

We compare the children to the flowers.
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SRTG, EXEFEF S, AT H compare-to-+ F/R compare
cewithe B9 & A A BB FXAHASL .

EXERCISES

1 .Read each statement and decide whether it is true or false
according to the text:
" 1. A university is as large as a college.
2. 0nly’nonacademic subjects are taught in community col-
leges.
3. A university program for undergraduates usually takes
four years in the United States.
4. The community college gives training for a variety of jobs
in addition to giving an academ/ic program.
5.Students in the technical or vocational school must have a
high school diploma and they go to study in a university
or college after they graduate.
X . Make the correct choice out of the four éuggested answers
according to the information given in the fext:

1. There are about types of institutions of higher educa-

tion in the United States.

A.two B. three C. four D. five
2.U niversity students may study for __ degtee.
A.a doctor’s B. a postgraduate
C.a master’s D. an undergraduate
3. There are usually ____ways for an American university
to be funded.
A.two B. three C. four D. five

4. A university and a college are alike in
J— 8 P



A. their programs for undergraduates

B. the kinds of students they have

C. the bachelor of arts or science degree that students re-
ceive

D. all of the above

5. may go to the community colleges.

A .Students who have a high school diploma or an equiva-
lent of a high school diploma
B. Anyone who lives in the community
C. Anyone who lives in the United States
D. Anyone who wants to get the bachelor’s degree
H . Choose the definitions from Column B‘ that best match the

words in Column A .

A . B
1. training a. provide money for
2. nearby b. a set of lessons on one subject
3. enter ¢. the act of contributing
4. fund d. a fixed plan of a course of action
5. complete e. become a member of

6. contribution f. the -process of learning the practical

side of a job

7. course g. educational certificate of proficiency

8. diploma h. not far off

9. program i.a branch of knowledge learned in a
school

10. subject j» finish or bring to an end

V. Study the italicized words, paying attention to the parts of
. g —



speech, and give their meanings:

A. coutes

1. The college offers courses in science and technology.

2. The first course is vegetable soup.

3. There is a nice golf course at our university.

4. There is no other course open to us but to fight it out.

5. The ship was 50 miles off course.

B. degree '

1. The students have different d eg rees of ability.

2. Water boils a‘t 100 deg ree centigrade.

3. These students have the equivalent of a high school de-
gree. '

4. “Better” is the comparative degree of “good”.

5. University students may study for an undergraduate de-
gree in arts or sciences.

C. program

1. Our school will run a good youth program.

2. What’s on the program today?

3. Our university has made a very good English progrem.

4. There may be a medical school, a law school, and other
advanced programs.

5. A university program for undergraduates usually takes
four years.

V.Choose the correct word to fit into each sentence. Change

the form if necessary.

1. use, useful, useless, used, usefulness
1) May I _____ your English-Chinese dictionary?
2)This is a very _______ dictionary for beginners of Eng-
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