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Introduction to the Teacher

This book has been designed to help you develop your students’ reading skills. It follows
the new revised syllabus of English and covers the general objectives which have been
detailed by the Ministry of Education. The book also parallels the contents of Junior English
Jfor China unit by unit. Like the coursebook, this book progresses in difficulty at a very gentle
pace. It does not introduce new structures before these are introduced in the coursebook.

New words

Mainly, this book follows the word list of the coursebook. Some important new words are
introduced a few units earlier than they appear in the coursebook. In these cases, they are
marked as new words in the text with a translation and in the list of new words at the back.
Throughout the English Support Series Reading Skills the wordlist is expanded in line with
the new requirements of the Ministry of Education. The purpose of this expansion is to allow
the introduction of very common words and phrases that did not appear in Junior English
for China.

It is important to encourage students to guess the meaning of new words. This book
introduces many “new” words that can be guessed from the baseé form, which the students
already know, e.g. football - footballer. Other words can often be guessed from the context
or from the pictures.

Text types
This book includes different kinds of text type, e.g. dialogue, story, rhyme, word puzzle,
game, description, riddle, instructions, directions. The purpose is not only to introduce

variety to this reading book but also to show students the different ways language is used in
texts.

Teachers may notice that contractions (e.g. aren’t) are regularly used in most texts, not only
in dialogues. There is an increasing tendency in current English to use more informal forms

in written English. In later books in this series, different degrees of formality will be
introduced.

Reading tasks

Most texts include one or more simple reading tasks. The intention of this approach is to give

iv



students a purpose for reading and provide motivation.

Before reading the text, students should be encouraged to read the title, introduction and to
look at the pictures, as these often provide useful background information.

The first reading of a dialogue or story should be a fast one so that students get the general
idea. Discourage students from looking up words during this first reading. They should be
able to answer the general comprehension question(s) without understanding every single
word.

There are also simple comprehension exercises that can be done during the second reading,
e.g. “True or False”, numbering events in the correct order, matching pictures to parts of
the text, answering questions with short answers (to reduce any writing to a minimum).

There is an Answer Key at the back of this book.

Exam Practice ,
Each of the Revision Units contains one or more multiple choice exercises that help prepare

students for the exam at the end of Junior 3. Reading Skills Junior 3 in this series provides
more practice of this type of exercise.

Using the book in the classroom

This reading book is suitable for use in the classroom. Teachers should make their choice
of text according to the interests of the students, the difficulty of the texts and the type of tasks
that accompany them.

Here is one way of using a text in the classroom.

1 The teacher introduces the topic of the text, asks questions about the pictures and
introduces any key items of vocabulary. It is not necessary at this stage to teach all the
new vocabulary items. In fact, it is better not to do this.

2 The students do the first reading task to get a general idea and the teacher checks the
answer(s) to the gist questions with the class.

3 The students read the text again, and do the comprehension exercises individually. Then
they check their answers in pairs. Then the teacher checks the answers with the class.

Where there is a task “Answer the questions with short answers”, this may be done orally
by students in pairs.
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What about you?

At the end of some of the texts, there is a section “What about you?” with some personal
questions for students to think about and answer. For example, they may be asked to list their
preferences for a holiday or for different foods.

This stage can be done in the classroom and also by students doing self-study. Do include
this stage in your classroom work; it helps students to feel involved in the topic that they have
beenreading about. Also encourage students to do this section if they are studying a text for
homework. You can collect some personal responses at the beginning of the next lesson.

Tapes
Encourage the students to buy the cassette that accompanies this book, or at least to share

a cassette with a classmate. There are several advantages in using the tape with this reading
book.

* It exposes students to a variety of accents and voices.

It trains students in listening to the sound of spoken English.

It adds life and entertainment to the stories, dialogues and rhymes.

When students listen and read simultaneously, it sets a pace for the students to follow and

encourages faster reading in “sense-chunks”, rather than word-by-word processing.

%
*
*
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Introduction to the Student

This book is full of texts and tasks to help you develop your reading skills. You can use this
book while you are studying Junior English for China Book 2.

How can you improve your reading skills? The answer is — practice, practice and more
practice. However, practice need not be boring. We’ve written lots of varied and interesting
texts specially for this book. There are word puzzles, riddles, rhymes, games and stories too.
The texts are linked to the unit of the coursebook JEFC2.

The best way to improve your reading skills is to read in English as much as possible. If you
are able to buy the tape for this book, buy it! Then you can play the tape again and practise
your pronunciation. The tape has lots of different speakers with different voices and different
accents. When you read and listen at the same time, it encourages you to read faster. Also,
it makes the texts more entertaining.

How should you read in English?

* Read the story or dialogue fast so that you get the general idea. Don't stop to look up new
words.

* Read it again more slowly a second time.

Don't look up new words unless you feel that you have to; very often you can guess the
meaning of new words from the context, or from the pictures.

Do the comprehension exercises to check that you have understood the details. You might
have to read certain parts of the text again carefully; this is good practice. At this stage
you can look up any new words that you have not yet understood.

* There is an Answer Key at the back of the book.

Good luck, enjoy this book and have fun!
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Read this rhyme, listen and write. & 5iEHGE, REWRFEHIAFE.

(Daisy) |

I'm learning ...c.ccccecvvrveeres covureee O ;
I'M CHING wvvvrerimrserinnns crenireniensesisinnes sreseesns
I'm playing ... binsesensemnees rere s s ———

I'm going back to school today.

(Frankie)

I'm Not liIStening 0 ..ceverveinnes corvesnesesseeseseens

I'm not playing ....ccoveeeees cerververennen. ——

| have ............. PR T manen v s e today.

We're running down the street,
We're jumping in the air,

It's nine o'clock and time for school,
We're not going anywhere({F{a[#1 7).

Good morning, Miss!

Can we listen to a song?

Can | clean the blackboard, Miss?
(Miss Black)

Sit down, please, it's time for class.
What's the English word for this?




2 Read the dialogue and listen to the tape. JiZExHE, KEWRS.

Where does Stan /sten/ come from? .........cccoevieeviiicieeiiiinie e,
Who buys the drinks after a game? ..............occoeiveiiiiieeicenee

MIDDLE SCHOOL

E=Ed, B=Ben; S=Stan.

O DLW WwwwmwWIMmOuommMm

o wwww

: Hi, Ben. How are you?

: Ed! Nice to see you. How are things? ({/R&F122 )

: Fine. And you? Nice holiday?

: Yes, great! And you?

: Very good! Ben, this is Stan.

: Hi, Stan. Where are you from?

1 I'm from Toronto (£t %).

: Where's that?

: It's in Canada /'k&nads/. This is my first time in England.
: Oh, welcome! So do you like it here? (IREMOx JLI9 )
:lt's OK.

: What sports do you like?

: I like football, basketball, swimming. I run a lot. (B Hi#4.) And | play tennis

(MEk) too.

: Oh, me too! Let's have a game tomorrow.

: OK. Are you good? (fig RIER4T 724709 )

: Not very. We can play a few games. Let's meet at 3 o'clock at the school gate.
: OK. The winner (#:%) can buy the drinks.

OK! Bye.



What about you? IR H ISR

Stan plays football and basketball. He can swim and he runs a lot. What sports do you
do? Who buys the drinks after a game with your friends? StanZ:§f @ Bk, 1T B IR, IF
W, EEHL. TRIRER B MROBATTIENZIE, BTAE?

Word search #:#i3

Circle the words in this puzzle. There are 26 words. The words go “—” and “ | ” .

TE T8 rp B L B2 R 26 A~ B0RL, BN IR BTN WTLA IR At ok o

The words are: -

yellow, four, half, pencil, school, classroom, homework, map, blackboard, desk,
ruler, basketball, shopping, pair, short, long, second, time, matter, call, term,
lesson, first, welcome, paper, third
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