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UNIT

The Lonely Giant

n a fine spring day, a group of schoolboys in Vienna were
O running along the street.

“Look!” one of the boys cried. “There’s the crazy man!”

A short, stocky man in an old green coat was walking ahead
of them. His long hair looked as if it had never been combed. His
pockets were stuffed with paper and pencils and all sorts of
things. Sometimes he pulled out a piece of paper and wrote quick-
ly on it, talking to himself. Sometimes he growled like a bear,
and sometimes he laughed and waved his arms around.

The boys watched the strange man as he went down the
street.

Then the boys ran on. But one boy, Franz, dropped behind.
He wanted to stay with his friends, but he had to go home and
practice the piano. His parents had promised that if he practiced
every day they would take him to the concert to hear the music of
the great composer Ludwig van Beethoven!, who had not ap-
peared in public? for many years. And Franz didn’t want to miss
seeing the great man® — a giant in the world of music.

The night of the concert came. Most of the important people
in Vienna were there.

Franz stood on tiptoe to see the stage. He noticed that even
“the crazy man” was there. In his old green coat he walked right
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up onto the stage, and nobody stopped him!

Franz saw him stand before the orchestra and pick up the ba-
ton. He couldn’t believe his eyes. Was “the crazy man” the great
Beethoven? The orchestra began to play the Ninth Symphony*.

The people had never heard such music. Indeed, this was the
first performance of the Ninth Symphony and some of its music is
considered among the greatest Beethoven ever wrote. The audi-
ence was impressed by the composer’s new ideas.

When the orchestra stopped playing, the people shouted
“Bravo!” and clapped. But Beethoven couldn’t hear them. The
poor composer was deaf. He could hear neither the beautiful mu-
sic he had written nor the cheering of the crowd. One of the per-
formers gently turned him around so that he could see the people
clapping.

Beethoven had a sad and lonely life. When he became deaf,
he hid®>. He talked to people and made friends only through his
music. Today, though he has been dead for more than a hundred
years, his music still makes friends for him.

New Words and Phrases

1 Vienna / viens / HEM(RBAEER)
2 crazy / kretzt / adj. ERHKHK

3 stocky / 'stok1 / adj . M8

4 Dbe stuffed with / stafd / EWT

5 growl / graul / v. Moy

6 Franz / fra:nts / BHR(ANE)
7 composer / kem'pavzs / n. et &

8 orchestra / ‘akistrs / n. 32 W 5% BA

9 baton / 'bactn / n. kigg

10 audience /‘ad1ans / n. 4N
11 Bravo / ‘bra:veu / int. ¥ (BEH)
12 clap / klaep / v. HE,BE
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Notes

1

Ludwig van Beethoven M4 & -1 0 £3F(1770—1827), &
ELRMEEELEK.

appear in public ZAF®m

miss seeing the great man #d WX MEA(HHLE)

i8] miss J5 MRS A HE BN “H5 i BRI, X

He missed winning the race. B ERELE,

the Ninth Symphony % Jjuacmal, X B4 01 £ 2F S 6 K 32 i 5k
EmENZEm ), XA (AR mE).

When he became deaf, he hid. B TUEEEEHH,

hid & hide W Em X BERRY S EE, BH MEMmE, KL
AL

Comprehension

I.

II.

Answer the following questions:
1. Why did the schoolboys think that the short, stocky man
in a green coat was crazy?
2. What did Franz’ parents promise to do if he practiced the
piano every day?
3. What surprised Franz at the concert?
4. What did the audience at the concert think of the Ninth
Symphony?
5. Do you think Beethoven was really a lonely man?
Judge whether the following statements are true (T) or false
(F):
() 1. At first none of the schoolboys knew that the so-
called “crazy man” was a great musician.
() 2. The “crazy man” was friendly to the schoolboys and
waved to them.

() 3. Franz was one of the lucky people who attended the
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first performance of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony.
() 4. Beethoven could hear his own music, but not the
clapping from the audience.
() 5. As he was deaf, Beethoven could not make friends.



UNIT

Five of Aesop’s Fables'

esop was an ancient Greek story teller. A fable is a tale in
which animals speak, think, and act like men. It expresses
some truth useful to men.

The Wolf and the Lamb

As a wolf was drinking water, he noticed there was a lamb at
some distance? downstream. He decided at once to seize him, but
he thought he should first prove that this was the right thing to
do.

“Why are you dirtying my water supply?” he demanded as if
he really wanted to know.

“I can’t disturb your water,” said the lamb meekly, “for it
runs from you to me, not from me to you.”

“In any case®, a year ago you called me bad names.”

“Oh, sir,” said the lamb, trembling and wishing he could
drink in peace, “A year ago I wasn’t born. I couldn’t have had
anything to do with it.*”

“That doesn’t matter,” said the wolf. “If it wasn’t you, it
was your father, and that’s the same thing.” And without anoth-
er word, he took hold of the lamb and destroyed him.

A TYRANT NEVER LACKS EXCUSES.

”



The Lioness

Once there was a great stir among the beasts. They wanted
to know which one could produce the largest family.

They took the subject up with the lioness.°“And how many
do you have at a birth®?” they asked her.

“One, " said the lioness, “but that one is a lion.”

QUALITY COMES BEFORE QUANTITY.

The Dog in the Manger

A dog had his bed in a manger. There he barked and showed
his teeth, and in this way kept the horses from their hay.

“See,” said one of them, “what a horrible beast! He has tak-
en over the manger though he can neither eat the hay himself nor
allow those who could eat it to do so.”

The Lion and the Mouse

A lion was sleeping in the forest when a mouse marched over
his nose by accident and woke him up. At this the lion knocked
the little creature to the ground and held him there with his paw.

“Let me go,” begged the mouse, who wished he had not tak-
en such chances with a lion.”“I have so little value, and you are
so important.”

The lion, smiling at his little prisoner’s fright, generously let
him go.

Not long after, the lion ran into the ropes of hunters®, and
finding himself caught without hope of escape, roared so that the
whole forest could hear him. The roar reached the mouse, who
ran to the spot® and began to gnaw at the ropes that tied the lion.
Pretty soon he had freed the great beast.

- 6 —



KINDNESS IS SELDOM THROWN AWAY.
The Goose with the Golden Eggs

A certain man, by good fortune, owned a goose that each
day laid a golden egg. But he was dissatisfied with this slow pro-
cess and wished he might seize the whole treasure at once. If 1
had all the golden eggs at once, I would never have to work a-
gain, he told himself. So he killed his property and, cutting her
open, found her the same as any other goose!

THOSE WHO WANT TOO MUCH LOSE ALL.

New Words and Phrases

1 Greek / gritk / adj . 7 B
2 fable / feibl / n. El
3 downstream /‘davnstriim /  adv ET U
4 disturb / distab / v. HEL
5 meekly / 'miklr / adv 18 i i
6 tyrant / tarerent / n. 2y
7 stir / star / n. B3h
8 manger /'memdze / n. D 4EPEE
9 by accident BT
10 paw / por / JI\8
11 gnaw at / no: / v. BZ , Mg
12 goose / gus / n. ]
Notes
1 Aesop’s Fables HFEHET

(FRES)EAB. P IHRBETREOBE, FH Acsop
/'isop /, R, ANTGHI 6 HEFBE SR HER G, &
BB WRE, R,



2 at some distance At

3 in any case ANEEAR, TR, XM
In any case, you have to finish the work today. #H4XK/EAH
B T 52

4 1couldn’t have had anything to do with it. EAFEMXAE X,
couldn’t EHBRZERNWHE R BRATHYEMERETF,

5 They took the subject up with the lioness. {1 &8 W FiRX
E »
X B subject fE 158" f#

6 ata birth —K™H

7 he had not taken such chances with a lion /MERMREANZEK
e F sk BE

take chances B

ran into the ropes of hunters #JEAMBRLEE

9 spot His
X HOE AR T
Comprehension

I. Answer the following questions:
1. In the first fable, what excuses did the wolf give for de-
stroying the lamb?
2. In the second fable, did the lioness think it important how
many young lions she had at a birth?
3. In the third fable, why did the horses think the dog a hor-
rible beast?
4. In the fourth fable, how was the lion’s kindness toward
the mouse repaid?
5. In the last fable, why did the man kill the goose that laid
golden eggs?
I. Judge whether the following statements are true (T) or false
(F):
() 1. The wolf finally found a good excuse to eat the meek
— 8 —



) 2.

) 3.

) 4.

) 5.

lamb.

The lion was the strongest beast not because it could
produce the largest family.

The horses did not think it right that the dog should
have his bed in a manger.

The truth expressed in the fourth fable is “Be kind to
others and they will be kind to you.”

The man in the last fable made a mistake when he
killed the goose. ‘



UNIT

How Do Animals Know When an
Earthquake Is Coming?

cientists who try to predict earthquakes have gotten some
S new helpers recently — animals.

That’s right, animals. Scientists have begun to catch on to'
what farmers have known for thousands of years. Animals often
seem to know in advance® that an earthquake is coming, and they
show their fear by acting in strange ways. Before a Chinese quake
in 1975 snakes awoke from their winter sleep early only to freeze
to death in the cold air®. Chickens refused to enter their coops.
All of this unusual behavior, as well as physical changes in Earth,
warned Chinese scientists of the coming quake. They moved peo-
ple away from the danger area and saved thousands of lives.

One task for scientists today is to learn exactly which types of
animal behavior predict quakes. It’s not an easy job. First of all
not every animal reacts to the danger of an earthquake. Just be-
fore a California quake in 1977, for example, a horse became
very nervous and tried to break out of his stall. The horse next to
him, however, remained perfectly calm. It’s also difficult at
times* to tell the difference between normal animal restlessness
and “earthquake nerves.” A zoo keeper once called earthquake
researchers to say that his cat had been acting strangely. It turned
out that the cat had an upset stomach®!
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