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Unit One

This School Turns out Winners

O_V
Jhey come out to Cathedral High Schoo! with an
uncertain future. They leave with a diploma and a
destiny. Why is that? What seems to be the real
motivation that directs them to study hard and
finally reach their goals? How do the teachers
there manage their students, or in what way do
they encourage the students to go ahead? Are they
very intelligent or very rich? Does the old saying
“Money can make mare go” work in that school? Are
a dress code and strict rules very useful to the
students there? What is the major teaching
purpose there? Why does Diaz enjoy teaching
there? What does Bobby O’Dell mean by saying “We

carry this place inside us wherever we go”?



Yot

The joke at Cathedral High School in El Paso, Taxas, is that the only thing
holding up the 67-year-old structure is 67 coats of paint. It stands in a small
neighborhood and is housed in a dilapidated building that’s cold in winter and hot in
summer. The student body of 370 — 77 percent is Hispanic, most from working-class
families. Studying the neighborhood and the building’s facade, you could make grim
assumptions: this is another school with high dropout rates, low test scores, lax
discipline and tense racial relations.

That's not the case at all. This year Cathedral's B0 graduates won 51 coilege
scholarships. Typically, 98 percent of the graduates go on to coliege. When
teachers at Cathedral discuss discipline problems, they speak, for example, of the
boy who doesn’t sit up straight at his desk. If there is discrimination at Cathedral, it
isn’t racism, but favoritism toward the intellectual elite. In this school, eggheads are
heroes. Each grading period, 30 to 35 percent of the students make the honor roll.

Cathedral’s record stands in dramatic contrast to that of American public
education. Everything about Cathedral is different from the typical high school. It is
private, religious and all male. Policies now being advanced as far-reaching reforms
for public schools — schools classes, high standards, lots of homework, and old-
fashioned rules ranging from how students may dress to what color ink to use —are a
matter of course at Cathedral.

The prevailing wisdom in public education is that minority students are problem
learners, and only more money can reverse their records. Prevailing wisdom at
Cathedral is that Mexican-American students are the same as anyone else, and that
they can excel even when money is scarce. And it is.

It hasn't been many years since students held dances to raise money for
teachers’ salaries. The school has almost no frills (no football field or band) and no
bureaucracy (even the principal teaches two classes a day), so every dollar goes
straight to the classroom.

Yet in spite of this poverty, Mexican-Americans become part of a cycle of
success at Cathedral. Sons of truck drivers and auto mechanics see their peers
making good grades and getting full college scholarships, and they come to expect
the same of themselves. Cathedral is the way out. In fact, Cathedral’s influence is
so pervasive that many of E1 Paso’s successful Hispanic lawyers, doctors and



accountants are alumni.

The march of progress across the generations has been slow but steady. Pete
Ramos’s father finished only the fifth grade. A streetsign caretaker, he sacrificed to
send Pete to Cathedral because he knew that education was the boy's ticket into the
middle class. Pete graduated from Cathedral in 1959, got his college degree and
now is a high school principal. Pete’s own son, Roderick, graduated from Cathedral
in 1989 and is a student at Southwest Texas State University. “My parents made it
possible for me to attend Cathedral,” said Pete. “I wanted to do the same for my
boy. | always intended that he go to Cathedral.”

Most of Cathedral’s students are of average intelligence and income. Ten
percent of them receive financial assistance from the school. Many more need it. it
is motivation, not intelligence or wealth, that distinguished them. All have parents
and teachers who want them to learn and who are so intimately involved that they
know when the boys have stepped out of line. Deadbeats and troublemakers don’t
last one semester. The workioad is simply toc tough.

At 8:25 a. m. the warning bell sounds; the boys have five minutes to get to the
first-period class. The rush through the halls, all in slacks (no jeans), shirts with
collars (no T-shirts) and dress shoes (no sandals or sneakers). Hair must be neat
and above the collar.

The point of a dress code and strict rules, according to Cathedral’s handbook,
is to instill in each boy a sense of order and respect for himself, other students and
the faculty. At 8:30 a voice comes over the intercom system. “Let us remember that
we are in the holy presence of God, ” begins Brother Stephen Furches, the school’s
principal. Three floors of boys responded in unison , “| will continue, O my God, to
do ali my actions for the love of you.”

Cathedral’s clear message to the boys: what you do here matters. It matters to
God, to your family, to your teachers. Follow the rules and you'll leave here withnot
just a diploma, but a destiny.

Every boy takes four years of English, science, math and religion. The method
of instruction is just as traditional; some learning is even done by rote. In senior
English the boys have to memorize a historical speech longer than 250 words and
recite it in front of their classmates.

Most American school have roots in much less traditional soil. Many educators
have embraced the ideas of “progressivism” — education should be child-centered,
and teachers should help children set their own learning goals.

At Cathedral the purpose is not to teach a student what he already knows or has
an interest in, but to introduce him to ideas about which he is completely ignorant.
“You may ask a 15-year-old what he’s thinking or feeling, but you do not ask him
what he wants to learn, ” says Brother Stephen.
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In his first year at Cathedral, Chris Medina hated going to an all-boys school
and resented hours of homework every night. By sophomore year, he viewed the
school as a challenging obstacle course. In his senior year, 18-year-old Chris
captained the 1989 football team and was a member of the senior council. Now he
has graduated and is going to the University of Texas E1 Paso to study business. He
is totally attached to Cathedral. “There, everyone was special and thought | was
special,” says Chris.

Gabriela Diaz, an English teacher, is a purposeful woman with a genuine love of
her subject matter. On the day last October when | observed her teaching, Diaz was
lecturing on The Canterbury Tales “Chaucer understood human nature,” she told
Chris and her other students. “Read the tales and find the modern equivalent of the
characters in our own society.” She also gave a new reading assignment: Plato’s
account of the death of Socrates.

Diaz has taught at Cathedral for 12 years. She says, “I teach here because |
have the freedom to offer a challenging course of study.” Not a day goes by that
Diaz doesn’t remind her students they are college material.

The specter of college followed Chris aill day. In math class, teacher Luz
Ulrickson returned test papers to the groans of all 18 boys. About half had failed,
inciuding Chris. Ulrickson surveyed the wreckage without revealing a trace of
sympathy. “When you get to college,” she told them. “it simply won't do to wait
until the night before to study for an exam.”

After a cafeteria lunch, Chris went to a religion class taught by Brother Nick
Gonzalez. Although schools don’t have to be religious to be successful, they do have
a mission. For some, that mission is football; for others, academic excellence.
Cathedral has chosen religion, and everyone — students, parents and teachers —
accepts that, even the seven percent of students who aren’t Catholic.

In the old days Catholic schools used religion class for indoctrination, but
Brother Nick used his to teach the boys how to think. He did not try to win converts.

That day in Chris’s religion class, Brother Nick asked, “Where does suffering
come from?” The boys argued about various answers until the end of the period,
when Brother Nick assigned the night's homework: develop five or six steps for
attaining a personal goal. Chris’s goal was to complete his college applications, and
high on his list of steps was to have a candid talk with his parents about finances.

Chris’s family lives in a middle-class neighborhood on El Paso’s east side. Irma
and Ralph Medina are typical Cathedral parents. She is a secretary, and he is a
driver for a freight company. Neither went to college.

Ralph told me of the moment that he decided to find a way to pay $4,590 a
year to send his two sons to Cathedral. “I was making a candy delivery to a local
high school. When | walked in, kids were running wild, and the teachers couldn’t do
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anything about it.”

Irma and Ralph wanted their sons to go to Cathedral for self-discipline, not
religious training. “I’'ve seen Chris change so much, ” Ralp says. “When he started,
we had to nag him to do his homework. Now | really don’t think there is any obstacle
life that Chris can’t manage.”

On homecoming night hundreds of Cathedral graduates gathered in the school
cafeteria under an enormous blue and gold banner: “Welcome Back to La Cate.”
(La Cate is a Spanish nickname for the school. ) Some families were large enough to
hold their own reunions. At one table sat six of the ten Romero brothers; all of them
went to Cathedral, some on scholarships.

If you judged from the crowd, Cathedral is close to the ideal of a school for
everyone. The poor and the rich all stood in the same line to buy a plate of tamales.
To attain a common ideal — a sound education — everyone sacrifices a smail amount
of individuality.

One of Chris’ best friends, Bobby O'Dell, now a sophomore at the University of
Texas at Austin, arrived. He headed straight for Brother Stephen and threw his arms
around his former principal. How did Bobby like going from a small school to a
coliege of 50, 0007 “I'm doing just fine, ”he said. “The truth is, none of us ever
really leaves Cathedral. We carry this place inside us wherever we go.”

New Words
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dilapidated [ di'lzepideitid] a . (of buildings,
furniture, etc.) falling to pieces; in a state
of repair (MBHY, REF)BREY, KEH,
BlEH

Hispanic [ his'penik] a. PEHEAHY; B BEF fI
HETH, BT ENY

facade [fa'sa:d] n. front or face of a build-
ing (towards a street or open place) B{ 4
&Y IETH

grim [grim] a. stern; severe; forbidding ™
e, TR, TR

assumption [s'sampfon] 7.

dropout [ 'd3ropaut] a. (AmE. ) (of persons

presumption &

taking part in a contest or being engaged in
schooling) cease to complete or go on with
his schooling H##, Fif iR %

lax [lxeks] a. negligent; inattentive; not
strict or severe HL A, /DL H, R H

discrimination [ diskrimi'neifon] n. FhikE
£

favoritism [ 'feiveritizam ] ». practice of
favouring persons unequally 1R%, fR#

elite ['eili:t] n. (of) (collective sing. with
def. Art.) the best (4 &1, 2%, 52 HE
WEH)ESE, BREST

egghead [eg'hed] n. highbrow (slang) #
&, MR F

reverse [ri'vais] v. turn ( sth.) the other
way round or up or inside out K %%, B,
ki

prevailing [ pri'veilinp] a. most frequent or
usual BH AN, BEEN, BRITH

frills [frils] n . unnecessary adornments %7{f



bureaucracy [ bjusa'rokresi] n. officials who
keep the positions whatever political party
is in power E#HE

pervasive [pa'veisiv] a. tending to pervade
M, RIEN, BEN

alumni [o'lamnai] a. (U.S.A.) pl. (sing.
alumnus) a boy or man who was a pupil or
student of a school, college or university
(R)BBE, BElLE

intimately [ 'intimitli] ad . R&#, £

deadbeat [dedbit] ». WFRFRHA, #K

slack [sleek] 7. loose-fitting trousers FEHHY
#wF

faculty [ 'feekalti]l n. (¥)24E%A

intercom system PIERE R 8 R 4%

instill [ins'til] v¢. (with) introduce ideas,
etc. in sb.’s mind Z# W%

embrace [im'breis, em-] v. accept, make
use of ¥:%, Fl A

progressivism [ pro'gresivizm] n. &/ #isH *
HEHE®

attach (to) [a'tet]] v. join (oneself to ) &

i, A

specter [ 'specta] n. haunting fear of future
trouble %24 3k B # 7 4RI ¢ b p

wreckage [ 'rekidz] ». BB FEHEE AW,
(RER)F AT ERE

groan [groun] ». deep sound made in groan-
ing M

indoctrination [ inidoktri'neifon] n. filling
the mind of (sb.) (with particular ideas of
beliefs) M#FHFBHBKEMW

convert [kan'va(:)t] n. person converted,
esp. to a different religion, or to different
principles ¥ &, A EX &

candid [ 'keendid] a. frank, straight-for-
ward HEM, BHH

nag [neg] ». BiBFOIU)H Y

tamale [to'mali] ¥HAEF(—HBEF &
%) ‘

finances [fai'neens, fi-] n. (pl.) money
(esp. of a government or a business compa-

ny) M, & (REBUFRLA AU E, %&)

Phrases and Expressions

honor roll %k

street-sign caretaker BIRE T A

in the holy presence of God 7E# X #4 b 3 H B
step out of line ;EHEF

Proper

Luz Ulrickson 58 - LR
Pete Ramos [4F- B #
Roderick F8Hw%

Gabriela Diaz A B3R /R - K%
Chaucer 572

Socrate FFHEHLK

have root in ¥ LR F

a challenging obstacle course B 7% ¥ &+ 9 B
MR

senior council SERBR L

Nouns

Nick B®

Chris 3% 2 #r¥¢

Irma B35

Ralph Medina $iI/R%
Bobby O’Dell f#H. - /R

O



Notes to the Text

—

. Cathedral High School: a high school famous for teaching quality in U.S.

[\

. Scholarship: Scholarship or fellowship is a kind of payment of money to research students

at all levels, for example, a yearly grant, to a scholar so that he may continue his studies.

Scholarship can be divided into full (college) scholarship and part one. Full scholar-

ship usually covers both tuition fees and accommodation, while part (college) scholar-
ship, in most cases covers the former part or part of the former.

3. Chaucer, (1340~1400) one of the most outstanding poets in British literature, was the
representative of humanist writers in the early literature history.

. Plato, (428~348 B.C.) one of the three greatest philosophers, the student of Socrate

N

and the teacher of Aristotle.
5. Socrate (470~399 B.C. ), a famous Greek idealist philosopher who held that the purpose
of philosophy lied not in knowing the nature, but in knowing oneself, that only those

who had knowledge could have virtues, and thus administer their country, etc.

Exercises

I . Seminar questions.

1. How does this school turn out winners? (Cite examples to support your arguments. )

2. What does the writer want to tell us through the text? And how?

3. What are the advantages and disadvantages of traditional and modern ways to manage
schools?

4. What writing style does the writer use in this article? Try to analyze it in detail as much
as possible.

5. Which language points do you think are very difficult to understand and also very impor-

tant to you? And hew to use them?

I . Give the most appropriate headings for some paragraphs of the text mentioned as fol-

lows in your own words.

1. Paragraph 6
2. Paragraph 8
3. Paragraph 15
4. Paragraph 16




. Vocabulary and Structure

H . Complete each sentence with an appropriate word or a phrase from the list given below

and make changes where necessary.

go straight to be attached to a way out intend distinguish

step out of line have root in embrace nag reverse

1. According to Professor John’s opinion all honors of his students should his supervi-

sion. N
. Some children complain their parents at them.
This book many different subjects.

. This experiment is to test the theory.

- She saw that the researcher was strongly his cause.

. The direction of movement of this machine can be by pressing this button.

. He was trying to think of but it was impossible to find one.

. The light is so dim that I can’t one object from another.

O 0 9N B W N

. Though he was not very satisfied with that house, he determined to it.

10. He has been engaged in teaching for 30 years. Now he wants to for a change.

IV . Study the following pair of words and fill in the blanks to complete the sentences.
range: vary between limits, place or ai-range in a row
vary : be, become, cause to become different )
e.g.: The prices in the supermarket range from 73 to 1, 000 dollars.

The opinions on the current situation vary from person to person.

1. The spectators themselves along the route of the procession.
2. A good deed may

3. That sort of thing from person to person.

from helping a university to helping an old lady cross the street.

4. This author’s works greatly in quality.

V . Identify the different meanings of the same word used in a different context. Then
make an intelligent choice from the explanations given below.

1. A. He advanced upon me in a threatening manner.
a. came or went forward b. put forward
B. The shopkeepers advanced their prices.
a. moved forward b. increased or raised
2. A. Which doctor is attending you? t
a. giving you medical care b. accompanying you

B. There are quite a few of experts attending the seminar meeting.



a. taking part in b. waiting on
3. A. They intend that this reform shall be carried out this year.
a. have in mind as a plan b. consider

B. This scholarship is intended for you.

a. meant b. to be given to you
4. A. As soon as the old student saw his former teacher, he ran to her and embraced her
tightly.
a. ran his arms around her tightly b. included
B. Martin was very lucky for he embraced a good chance.
a. met with b. made use of
5. A. He settled down after a wild youth.
a. unconventional b. uncivilized
B. You’d better stay indoors on a wild night like this.

a. stormy b. desolate

VL. Complete the following passage with the help of the Chinese phrases or sentences in the

brackets.

Further education 1) (58%HEFALR) , and comprises all provi-

sion outside school for people aged 16 and over, up to GCE A Level or equivalent examina-

tions. Students may attend part-time (some may be on “day-release” from employment) or
in the evenings. Further Education Colleges 2) (5 L H L Z M EF HFUH K R)
, employers 3) (¥ %25 &) . The col-

leges also supply much of the education elements in the training program of the Youth Train-

ing Scheme. More vocational courses such as secretarial studies and mechanical engineering
areprovided and 4) (¥ BRI THILEEEBEREIHN“E" %L REERRAR)
, enabling them 5) (EHREZREHETHWREK)

W . Complete the following sentences with one of the four choices given below.

1. In spite of the haze he can the hills fairly well.

A. identify B. distinguish C. realize D. recognize

2. Giving up the half-done project is the only

A. the other way B. way out C. ways and means D. broad way
3. Her dress was really with the atmosphere of the feast.

A. on the line B. under the line C. out of the line D. out of line

his teaching.

4. Though the income of the teachers is low, he is still

A. attached to B. attaching C. attached with D. attached
5. He always feels timid when speaking in the large of audience.
A. comprehensive B. representative C. presence D. extension

6. How can one consider the other’s help as



A. of course B. in course C. a matter of courseD. in due course

7. The higher court the decision of a lower court.
A. removed B. motivated C. reversed D. converted
8. The person concerned gathered on the campus.
A. discipline B. priority C. principle D. principal
9. The audience, , enjoyed the performance very much.
A. most of them were students B. most of whom were students
C. most of which were students D. most of whom being students
10. He studied hard at school when he was young contributed to his success in his lat-
er life.
A. which B. that C. , which D. so that

VE. There is one mistake in each of the following sentences. Find them out and correct

them.

1) It was until the Education Act 1944 that all children were given the right to free sec-
ondary (middle-school) education. 2) Local education authorities were then require to pro-
vide schools funded by the state. 3) A “tripartite” (4B =/#4#) system of secondary
modern, technical and grammar schools selected 11 year-old children at the end of their pri-
mary education by mean of an exam. 4) The top 20% attended grammar schools. Secondary
moderns and technical schools dealt with more practical subjects. 5)It can be said that pupils
from secondary moderns and technical schools were expected to become manual workers and
skilled workers respectively, while those attended grammar schools would be much more

likely to go on to university and become professionals and managers.
1. 2. 3. 4, 5

KK . List the main points of the text and then summarize them into an abstract by properly

using some conjunctions.




