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Introduction

The Strength of the Nation Based on Education Which Is the Responsibility of
Every Individual.

From the Speech by President Jiang Zemin at the Third
National Conference on Education (on June 15, 1999)

As the mankind has come into the 21st Century, a high-tech revolution characterized by information
technology is coming on the way. The globalization of economy and information makes an increasingly fierce
competition of overall national power among the countries of the world. Knowledge-based economy has
showed some inkling and the international patterns are in a deep adjustment. Facing the severe challenges,
China is taking the implementation of the strategy of vitalizing the nation by science and education as a key
link to realize the great goal of modernization. Education in the construction of socialist material and spiritual
civilization has always taken on the significant historical mission of advancing the national quality and the abil-

ity of innovation.

The educ:.tional policy that has always been playing an important leading role in the course of educational
development and reform is an integral part of our government’s public policies. In 1999, the Central Party
Committee and the State Council convened the Third National Conference on Education and issued Decisions
on Deepening the Educational Reform and Improving Quality-oriented Education in All-round Way , draw-
ing up an overall plan for establishing a vigorous educational system with the Chinese socialist characteristics in
the early 21st century. In the same year, the State Council also approved The Action Plan to Revitalize the
Education towards the 21st Century submitted by the Ministry of Education. The Action Plan defines the
important tasks of educational sector in carrying out the strategy of revitalizing the nation by science and edu-

cation. In recent years, education has been participated in and supported widely by all circles and close atten-
tion has been paid to some heated educational issues by the whole society. Based on such a background, the
National Center for Education Development Research planned and edited a series of reports on the researches
2000 Green Paper on Education in China.

in China’s educational situation and policy analysis

The National Center for Education Development Research is a consulting institution of macro-policy-deci-
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sion and of research in China’s educational development and reform, engaging in, for a long time, macro-edu-
cational development strategy, macro-educational theory, educational system/mechanism and international
comparative studies related. This Center has been playing a key role in taking part in investigation of macro-
policy-decision and tracing educational heated issues and showed its own special characteristics. From 2000,
the Center will publish a book GREEN PAPER ON EDUCATION IN CHINA every year, analyzing and
forecasting the trends of educational development and reform, offering the summary reports on the educational
policies and heated issues of the public focus, offering reference concerning the educational pclicies of the
world.

The main contents of 2000 GREEN PAPER ON EDUCATION IN CHINA are: quality-oriented educa-
tion, educational industry, Massifi-cation stage of higher education. The book is composed of 12 articles of 3
parts in all. Review of the Chinese Present Situation of Education introduces the significant development and
reform as well as policies made from 1998 to the early 2000, sums up the characteristics of quality-oriented e-
ducation as coming into a new phase, states and analyzes the differences in educational levels between China
and other countries of the world based on some educational indicators. New Views of China’s Education opens
up a discussion in the heated issues focused by the public such as educational industry, increasing the recruit-
ment of college students and the Massifi-cation stage of higher education and so on, analyzes our basic situa-
tion at the early stage of socialism, and the ways of our educational development. International Trends of Ed-
ucation evaluates educational development trends in the 21st century made by some countries and various in-
ternational organizations, attempts to summarize the possible experience for our reference and enlightenment
to us. This book provides sufficient information, reliable material sources, with higher value of reading. The
statistics and data in Hong Kong, Macao special administrative zones and Taiwan are not included.

We wish cordially that this book can be reference to the educational administrators, educational re-
searchers, principals/presidents and teachers as well as the students of colleges and universities, and also we
wish the officials at all levels, researchers in macro economy and social development, researchers of human re-
source development and the public have a better understanding of and support for educational cause having
read this book. Meanwhile, we welcome the friends from educational circle and from all walks of life offer us
valuable suggestions and criticism in order to produce better GREEN PAPER ON EDUCATION IN CHINA
hereafter. *

Editor
March 1, 2000

* Project Team of National Center for Education Development Research for Green Paper on Education in China:
37 Da Mu Cangz Hutong, Xidan, Beijing, 100816, China
Tel. 010 — 66020615 Fax. 010 — 66097042 E—mal: jxhua@moe. edu. cn
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