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EXPLANATION FOR PUBLISHING

Sinian Suberathem, correspornding to the Upper Precambrian, is widely
distributed and well developed in China. It is a part of the Proterozoic
ranging in age from 1950 *50 to 615 *20 m.y., overlain by the lLower
Cambrian rich in small shelly fossils.

[t has been quite a long time since the Chinese geologists began to
investigate the “Sinian” stratigraphy. During the thirty years since libera-
tion, especially in the last few years, extensive studies on this subject have
been carried out and important achivements in geological research in some
domains, such as the litho~and bio—stratigraphy, geochronology, paleomagne~
tism, paleoglaciation, and the Cambrian/Precambrian boundary, and regional
stratigraphic correlations, have attained,

A scientific conference with regard to Sinian Suberathem was convened
by the Chines Academy of Geological Sciences under the auspices of the
State Bureau of Geology in May, 1979. More than hundred of related sci~
entific papers were submitted and seventeen of them which are the represe-
ntative ones of regional stratigraphy are printed in this symposium.

The first one is entitled “Subdivission and Correlation of Upper Preca-
mbrian in China” which discusses comprehensively yet rather briefly the
basic characteristics of the Late Precambrian in China. All the others are
the results of synthetic researches on the stratigraphic sequence and related
subjects of various important districts, among which the second and third
ones describe and discuss respectively the stratotype section of the Sinian
System in the Yangtze Gorges, Hubei and the stratotype of Qingbaikou,
Jixian and Changcheng Systems in Jixian, Tianjin. The rest deal with
the different members of the Sinian Suberathem in various districts.

Historically, both the stratotype sections of the Yangtze Gorges and
Jixian had been labelled as “Sinian” and correlated with each other. As
related geological works progressed, together with the accumulation of
isotopic dating data, it was found in the early sixties that these two “Sin~
jan” sections are geologically not synchronous, stratigraphically the former
being situated immediately above the latter. During the Precambrian sym-
posium convened in Aug. 1975, Bejing, many geologists present at the
meeting accepted the provisional subdivision of the Jixian section {rom the

base upward into three successive systems, i.e., Changcheng, Jixian and
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Qingbaikou and the suggestion to group them together with the overlying
“Sinian System” of the Gorge district under the proposed new major stra-
tigraphic unit “Sinian Suberathem” as a part of the Proterozoic. However,
a great many Chinese colleagues and all the scientists attending the Sinian
conference of 1979 agree that it is inpertinent to use the pame “Sinian”
both for a “System” and “Suberathem”. So that some of the papers in this
book only use the general term “Upper Precambrian” instead of “Sinian
Suberathem”. Yet, some geologists are inclined to consider that the Late
Precambrian of Yangtze Gorges may finally turn out to be a part of the
Palaeozoic as judged from its fossil contents and other geological characters.
Well worth attention as it is, but none of such an opinion is reflected in
the papers of this synposium.

Researches on the Sinian Suberathem is not only of practical import-
ance in the works of geological survey and searching for mineral resources
in the regions where it is distributed, but also of theoretical significance
for the study of the early history and evolution of life and those of the
earth crust. It is hoped that the publication of this symposium will exert
an influence to promote the related studies and also facilitate both domestic
and international scientific exchanges concerned.

This symposium is edited by the Tianjin Institute of Geology and Min-
eral Resources, Chinese Academy of Geological Sciences, with Prof. Wang
Yuelung, director of the institute, as chief editor. The editors express
their heartfelt thanks to Prof. Yang Zunyi who have read and revised most
of the English abstracts of the papers.
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