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Review the Past and Understand the Present

Dalian has been one of the best cities in today’s China for its develop-
ment and openness. Guided by such a construction thinking as “seeking the
best instead of the largest” and through the creative work by its people,
Dalian, as a seaside garden city linked with green mountains and blue sea,
has grown even more mature and beautiful, being well — known in home and
abroad and attracting more and more domestic and foreign friends.

But how did Dalian look like in the past ?

This should start with the history of the city. Textual researches have
shown that people in Dalian have a long history of more than 6, 000 years.
Many famous historical and cultural relics have proved that the culture of
Dalian could go back to the same origin as that of the Central China, while it
also has its own local special features, becoming a bridge connecting the polit-
ical, economic and cultural ties between Han nationality in the Central China
and other minorities in Northeastern China. As proved by historical records,
Dalian used to be under Liaodong Prefecture of Yan Kingdom during the peri-
od of Warring States. After the unification of China by Qin Dynasty, Dalian
still belonged to Liaodong Prefecture. In the initial period of Han Dynasty,
there were 18 counties in Liaodong area and, of which, Ta County located in
today”’ s Jinzhou District of Dalian and its city proper in the south and Wen
County in Pulandian and Wafang cities to the north of Jinzhou District. In the
early Tang Dynasty, Dalian was named Sanshan Pu after the Sanshan Island
outside Dalian Port. In the middle of Tang Dynasty, it was renamed Qing-
nipu for the city was centered around the Qingniwa fishing village. During
Ming and Qing Dynasties, Its name was changed once again into Qingniwa
Kou. From Tang to Ming and Qing Dynasties, the prefccture administrations
were all located in today’s Jinzhou and Fuzhou. The name of Dalian was giv-
en for Dalian Bay, which was linked by a lot of small bay areas, including the
circle bay areas of Qingniwa Bridge, Xianglu Jiao, Ganjing Zi, Dagu Shan
and Nianyu Wan. Dalian Bay first appeared on the document on the construc-
tion scheme of Dalian Bay as a military port presented by Li Hongzhang,
Minister of Northern Navy Fleet in 1880 (the sixth year of Emperor Guang
Xu in Qing Dynasty). The original name of “Luda” was a combination of
Lushun and Dalian Bay, while the later name of “Luda City” was the combi-
nation of Lushun and Dalian.

Dalian is situated in the south end of Liaodong Peninsula, facing Yellow
Sea and Bohai Sea in the east, south and west, opposite Shandong Peninsula
across the occan and linked with the vast northeastern land in the north.

Probably owing to this particular geographic location as a land and water com-
munications center coupled with the corruption and backwardness of Qing
Government, the modern history of Dalian was written with blood, sadness
and humiliation.

In August 1894, Japan started the long — premeditated Sino — Japanese
War of 1894 — 1895. On September 17 of the same year, Japanese navy
coalition fleet started its sudden attack on Yellow Sea outside Dadong Gou at
the mouth of Yalujiang River. Though the Northern Navy Fleet of Qing
Government fought back bravely and delivered heavy blows against the
Japanese fleet, 3 of its ships were sunk and 2 seriously damaged by crashing
onto rocks, with the rest all suffered from damages and returned to Lushun
Port for repair. Then the fleet moved to Weihai Port in Shandong Province.
On October 24, the Japanese Second Army landed into Huayuan Kou in to-
day’s Zhuanghe of Dalian and soon occupied Jinzhou, the strategic fort in the
south of Liacdong area. On November 7, the whole area of Dalian Bay was
occupied, while the Empress Dowager Cixi was celebrating her long — planned
sixtieth birthday in Summer Palace on the same day.

A very important target of Japan in this war was Lushun, “the key to
Bohai Sea and the gate to Beijing and Tianjin” .
“Lushun Kou to Japan is just like Constantinople (today’ s Istanbul of

As the Japanese put it:

Turkey) to Mediterranean. Once we occupy Lushun, it means to put a chain
around the neck of China,” and “Bohai Sea would become a locked bay,
while Beijing become our prey at the bottom of that bay.” The Japanese also
predicted: “Other powers would inevitably take Lushun if we fail to take it”
and this prediction later proved to be true, because the Japanese was deter-
mined to “try every means possible in turning Lushun Kou into Japanese ter-
ritory and, henceforth, extending our Sasebo into Lushun.”

On November 21, 1894, Japanese troops captured Lushun Kou, the
world renowned naval port and important strategic base of Qing Navy, which
was followed by a bloody holocaust, which lasted 4 days and 3 nights, in the
so— called “Gibraltar of Far East” and shocked the whole world by killing
about 20, 000 innocent civilians in Lushun, with only 36 people of “Corpse —
Carrying Team” survived.

As the Qing army had suffered a series of defeats in Weihai Sea,
Liaodong and Liache plains as well as Penghu areas, on April 17, 1895, the
Qing Government was forced into signing the humiliated and notorious un-
equal “Treaty of Shimonoskei”, and Liaodong Peninsula thereunder was con-




ceded to Japan. But the avaricious Japanese invaders were not yet satisfied
with that and set up “Administration Office for conquering Qing Dynasty” in
Lushun, preparing to direct Japanese troops against Chinesc troops in Shill
Province (today’s Hebei Province) . But the Czarist Russia felt that its “ben-
efit” in this area had been greatly damaged and frankly told Japan that they
could not stand by and saw Japanese monopoly over Lushun, persuading
Japan to “give up its occupation over South Manchura” and threatening that
“Russian North Fleet, which is powerful with high morale, would cut off
Japanese sea communication line without a large — scale fight.” At last,
Czarist Russia together with France and Germany forced Japan to return
Liaodong Peninsula to China under the condition that Qing Government
would pay 30,000, 000 tael of silver as redemption. What a logic to pay for
the territory of one’s own ! But it was just the beginning, and, on Novem-
ber 14, 1897, the Czarist Russia dispatched its navy fleet into Lushun Kou
and Dalian Bay under the covers of “friendship” and “assistance” ; in March
and May 1898, it forced the Qing Government into signing Luda Concession
Treaty and the continued agreements of Luda Concession respectively in Bei-
jing and Petersburge. In July 1898, Nicholas II ordered to name the eastern
and western Qingniwa areas as “Dalini” (Also translated as “Darny”, mean-
ing faraway in Russian), and started a large — scale construction of the port
and municipal areas. Later, the Czarist Russia flagrantly established Guan-
dong Province, thus forcibly occupying Luda for seven years.

The bandits had never given up their ambition of taking Luda into their
own territory. When Japanese troops were forced to withdraw from this
place, they claimed that “We will come back to Lushun ten years later”. Just
as what they said, the Japanese Navy Fleet came back with a sneak attack a-
gainst the Russian Navy Fleet in Lushun at the night of February 8, 1904,
opening the prelude of war between Japan and Russia for Northeastern China
as their colony. This brutal “dog — eat — dog” war lasted 328 days in Luda
areas and ended up with Russian surrendering on January 2, 1905, with a
total casualties of about 90, 000 for both sides. Afterwards, the Japanese
troops changed “Luda” into “Dalian” , which fell into Japanese colonialists
domination as long as 40 years.

On August 14, 1945, Japan declared unconditional surrender in the sec-
ond world war. The Soviet airborne force landed at Tuchengzi Airport in
Lushun and Zhoushuizi Airport in Dalian on August 22, with Soviet tank
troops of the Sixth Group Army entering into Lushun and Dalian to disarm

the Japanese troops on August 24. Ever since then, Dalian has returned to
China. According to the “Yalta Treaty” signed on February 2 1945 and the
Sino— USSR Friendship Allies Treaty “signed on August 1945 and its Ad-
dendum “Sino — USSR Treaty on Dalian”, “Sino — USSR Treaty on
Lishunkou”, Liishunkou area served as a naval base for USSR army, Dalian
was a free city, Dalian port was a free port, Liida is under the control of the
USSR army. On February 14, 1950, based on “Sino - USSR Treaty on
Friendly Allies on Mutual Assistance” and “ The Treaty on China’s
Changchun Railway, Liishunkou and Dalian”, the control of Liida was
changed to the garrison of the area by the USSR army.

On October 12, 1954, China and the USSR signed “Sino — USSR Joint
Communiqué on the Withdrawal of USSR Army from the Liishunkou Naval
Base Used by the two Sides and Deliver the to the Total Authority of The
People’ s Republic of China”. In January 1955, the Third Corps of the Chi-
nese Volunteer Army, which just withdrew from the east coast of Korea, en-
tered Liida, took over defense from the USSR army together with the navy,
air forces and the public security forces sent by the Central Commission of the
Army, Starting from 0 O’ clock of 16 April, these forces began to perform
their duty on post. By the end of May, about 300 thousand USSR troops
withdrew from the Lithunkou area.

Dalian is such a “special” piece of land.

Owing to various reasons, the name of the city has been changed for
several times between Luda and Dalian. On February 9, 1981, the State
Council finally approved the change of Luda into Dalian.

Dalian is old as well as young. It is only about 100 years long since the
large — scale construction of the city proper and ports by the Czarist colonists,
but it had been robbed and brutally savaged by the Czarist Russian and
Japanese colonialists for 47 years. This is a true national tragedy and the con-
clusion of such a tragedy should be: corruption would lead to backwardness
and backwardness would result in humiliation.

Full of winds and rains, the history of Dalian is considerably heavy. To-
day, only we keep in mind this history, learn from those bitter lessons and
enhance the national spirit, can we defend and build our beautiful homeland.

By Ji Fulin

On April 22, 1997
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Dalian (Lushun and Dalian) is both old and
young.

Dalian is old because it has been more than
6,000 years since people began to live here.

It is young because it has only been about
100 years since the construction of the urban ar-
eas of Dalian. But it was under the rules of czarist
Russian and Japanese colonialists for almost half a
century from 1898 to 1945.

Therefore, Dalian urban scenery of modern

times bears a strong colonial color.

Scenery of Dalian
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Coast along Russian Street.
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Dalian Wharf in 1903.
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Wharf at Russian Street.
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A Corner of Jinzhou City.
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Japanese Bridge in Dalian.
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A Corner of Japanese Bridge
in Dalian.
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