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CHAPTER |
Mr . Bedford® Meets

Mr. Cavor®at Lympne®

L8 AR ST ER L ENERLERD/IQ L DER LQEQ LS EL IR/ LT LPEQ L/ LD I/ L/ DL

As | sit down to write here among the shadows ot
vine—leaves under the blue sky of southern Italy, I
am somewhat astonished to think that my taking part
in these amazing adventures of Mr, Cavor was, after
all, the result of the purest chance, ] had gone to
Lympne because | had imagined it the most uneventful
place in the world, And this book is the resulty

] was young in those days, and proud of my
business ability, ] took risks,and as a result got into
debt, In order to pay off my creditors | decided to
write a play, and [ rented a little bungalow in the
solitary village of Lympne where [ hoped to work
undisturbed,

@ Bedford ['bedfad], #.
@ Cavor [ko'vud], ¥,
@ Lympne [lim], BEBLKHBEHFRB-ATHEHETF.
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It stood on the edge of a cliff facing the sea,
In very wet weather the place is muddy and almost
out of reach,

The window at which | worked looked over a
marsh, and it was from this window that [ first set
eyes on Cavor, The sun had set,the sky was a bright
green and yellow, and against that he came—the
\'oddﬁrt’ little figure, et

He was a abort, fat little man;he wore a cricket
cap,an overcoat, and cycling trousers and stockings,
Why he did so I do not know, for he never cycled
and he never played cricket,Ile made strange gestures
with his hands and arms, and jerked his head about,
Exactly as he came against the sun, he stopped,
pulled out a watch and hesitated, Then he turned
and retreated hastily.

This occurred on the first day of my stay in the
bungalow,when my play-writing energy was at its
height, and I regarded the incident simply as an an-
noying interruption—the waste of five minutes, I
returned to my play., But when the same thing was
repeated day after day, concentration upon the play
became a cousiderable effort,and | cursed the man
pretty heartily,

Then my annoyance gave way to amazement and
curiosity, Why on earth® should a man do this

@ on earth B, RE,HEL what, who, how, why %@}
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thing7 On the fourteenth evening I could stand it
no longer and as soon as he appeared | opened the
french window,® crossed the verandah, and directed
myself to the point® where he usually stopped,

He had his watch out as I came up to him,
“One moment, sir®,” said | as he turned,

He started, “One moment,” he said, “certainly,
Or if you wish to speak to me for longer, ~would
it trouble you to accompany me?”

“Not in the least®”, said I, placing myself
beside him,

“My habits are regular, My time for intercourse
—limited, ¥

“This, I presume, is your time for exercise?”

“It is, | come here to enjoy the sunset, *?

“You don't, *

“Sirp

“You never look at it,

“Never look at ity ”

”

@® french window, EHEAETF, LHWMETM, AAFH B T 77
BZIT.

@ to direct oneself tose, - POTR EAmT) £E,

@ Sir BXTYE K EELE ARKRIT, S5 A&H R TLE K, &
B, B, £25%%, BERE Sir—iaE ek agaa il s
e, miRfda, SBEASER.

@ xHMNot in the least REBFMWHEH WF P troubleid iy, ME4h
&7, Tt will not trouble me in the least (— HHEARWK
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