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INTRODUCTION

Turfan Prefecture, situated on the southern side of the Tianshan Mountains and in the eastern part of Xinjiang
Uigur Autonomous Region of China, consists of Turfan City, Shanshan county and Toksan County. The prefecture
borders on Hami in the east, extends to Bayingeleng Mongolian Autonomous Prefecture in the south, neighbors
Urumgi in the west and connects itself with Changji. Qitai, Jimusar and Mulei counties by the Bogeda Mountains. it is
240 Kilometers wide from south to north and 300 Kilometers long from east to west, taking up a total area of 72.880
square kilometers.

Turfan is a depression surrounded with mountains on the southern side of the Tianshan Mountains. Embraced
by the branch mountains of the Tianshan Mountain Range, the area is higher in the north than in the south. Lake Aid-
ing. right in the middle of the depression, is 154 meters below sea level. The prefecture is the lowest area in China,
and one of the lowest places of the world. With Lake Aiding as the center, the area, surrounded by mountains on all
sides, is made up of three circular zones. The cutermost circular zone consists of mountains. The Bogeda Mountains
lie in the north, thrusting into the clouds and glistening with white snow all the year round. Glaciers can be seen
hanging over the c¢liffs of the mountains. In the west of the circle run the Kalawucheng Mountains, over 400 meters
high. In the south stand the Kuluketage Mountains and in the southeast are the Kumutage Mountains (or Sand Moun-
tains), which are lower, with dome-like tops. The inner circular zone is made up of deserts formed by deposition of
silt and grave! flooded down from the mountains and hills. The central circular part 1s the most plenteous of the entire
Turfan prefecture. The Huoyanshan Mountains (Flaming Mountains) snake across the bottom of the basin from east
to west in the middie, and divide it into two halves. The northern half 1s a sedimented plain where the Shanshan
oasis lies. The southern half consists of the Turfan and Toksan casis, formed both by fiooding and deposition. The
rivers that have their sources in the Bogeda and Kalawucheng Mountains, such as the Alagou, Baiyanghe, Tarlang-
gou, Meiyacgou, Ertanggou and Kargi, all gather at the bottom of the depression and irrigate the fertile land. They
make up the unexhaustible water resources of the area for the irrigation of the oasis of a history of thousands of
years. Besides, there are the big and small streams that have their sources in the countless springs from the valleys
like Dataorgou, Xiaotacrgou, Putanogou, Mutougou, Tuyugou, Lianmugou and Subogou. which constitute other water
resources for the watering of the productive soil that yields sustenance of man in the area. That's why the Turfan
area, an area of beauty and plenty, has long since populated by man. The early inhabitation of the area by human
beings here is evidenced by the instruments of stone made and used by them which have been discovered at Yarhu
and Astana of Turfan; at Dikar, Kezilekur and Taxikenaireke of Shanshan County and at Weimanbulake and
Xiaocaohu of Toksan County.

As Turfan is situated in the eastern part of Xinjiang, it is the entrance to the Western Region from the east by
way of the Hexi Corridor and a center of the communications between east and west. The tourist may start his jour-
ney from Dunhuang, pass through Hami and the deserts in front of the Kumutage Mountains, and get to Turfan. He
may go south from Lukegin in the basin area, climb over the Keziletage Mountains. and arrive at the Loulan ruins. He
may continue his southward tour from ancient Loulan and reach the Southern Route of the Silk Roak. If he starts his
journey from Turfan and goes west, he will, by way of Valley Gangou, Valley Yushugou and the Kalakezile Moun-
tains, enter the Yanqi Depression on the Southern Route of the Silk Road. Or he may go west or north from Turfan,
chmb over the passes of the Tianshan Mountains, and come to Urumgi. Qitai, Mulei or Jimusar. all on the route of
the Silk Road across the grasslands. The advantage of Turfan in communications led to the successive settlements
here by various peoples in migration. Archeological discoveries and historical documents and records indicate that
the Cheshi people, the earliest natives of Turfan, pioneered the development of the area between 770 B.C. and 221
B.C.. that is, in the Epochs of Spring and Autumn and Warring States in the history of China. After the Cheshi peo-
ple, the Saike people came here and left considerable culturai relics behind them. About 200 B.C., that is, at the end
of the Qin Dynasty and the beginning of the Han Dynasty, the Cheshi people established their kingdom, first referred
to as Cheshi in A HISTORY OF THE HAN DYNASTY. In the Western and Eastern Han Dynasties. the Xiongnus and




