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Preface

Cancer is a class of diverse diseases characterized by profound disregula-
tion of cell division, cell death as well as cell-cell and cell-matrix interac-
tions. The great advances in molecular and cell biology over the past fifty
years, have provided entire new levels of biologic understanding about how
biologic information encoded in the nucleic acids of genes is transmitted
and used in the processes of cell division and cell metabolism. The knowl-
edge gained from this grand revolution is now being applied with ever in-

creasing speed and volume to diagnosis, therapy and prevention of cancer.

Canada, in general, and the city of Toronto in particular, has enjoyed recent
immigration of large numbers of Chinese people from the People” s Repub-
lic of China, the Special Administrative Region of Hong Kong, Taiwan, Sin-
gapore and elsewhere. Stimulated by this immigration, the Pacific Bridge
Project was initiated by Mount Sinai Hospital, University of Toronto, with
the objectives of assisting the understanding of diseases common to Chinese
people and supporting the development of Pathology and Laboratory
Medicine as an academic and service discipline in China. With university-
based institutional partners in the Special Administrative Region of Hong
Kong and China, the Pacific Bridge Project chose as a major research
theme for development, Molecular Genetic Predisposition to Cancer. Fur-
ther ,to encourage support of the project within Hong Kong and China, a
charitable foundation, the Pacific Bridge Foundation was established .

To date, the Pacific Bridge Project has sponsored over twenty exchanges of

professors and students seeking to build research on the theme of Genetic
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Predisposition to Cancer. Tangible results include the identification of a
gene mutation, which predisposes to breast cancer that is specific to Chi-
nese people. This observation alone has important implications for women of

Chinese origin in China, Canada or wherever in the world they may live.

Professor Wang Rui-nian has been a prominent Pacific Bridge Project par-
ticipant as an academic host, as an exchange research scholar and as a su-
pervisor of several research students who also have been exchange research

scholars.

Professor Wang is a pathologist with great energy, vision and accomplish-
ments . This{ An Introduction to Molecular Oncology) is a testimony to his
skills, wisdom and willingness to confront the future with enthusiasm and
insight. The Pacific Bridge Project and the Pacific Bridge Foundation are
delighted to sponsor this important monograph . We hope that this book will
be read widely and be useful to pathologists and scientists throughout Chi-
na. Further, we hope that through the knowledge and inspiration contained
in this book , and through the research efforts of its readers, the burden of
cancer amongst the Chinese people will be reduced.

Kenneth P.H. Pritzker,M.D. , FRCPC
Chair, Pacific Bridge Project
President , Pacific Bridge Foundation

December, 2000
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