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Preface

Since 1984 the Guangdong Provincial Museum and
the Art Gallery of the Chinese University of Hong Kong
have launched a series of joint archaeological exhibitions
devoted to the Pre-Qin and Jin to the Tang periods.
With the Guangzhou Museum, the Art Gallery also
mounted a highly successful exhibition of archaeological
finds from Han tombs both in Guangzhou and Hong
Kong. This present exhibition, ‘“‘Archaeoclogical Finds
from the Five Dynasties to the Qing Periods in
Guangdong” is another co-operative project along the
same line and represents the final stage in this
chronological study of the local culture and history of
Guangdong.

In AD917 during the Five Dynasties period Liu
Gong proclaimed himself emperor of the Dayue (after
one year this was changed to Han) kingdom in
Guangzhou. This regime, lasted for fifty-five years, is
generally known as the Nanhan (Southern Han). Few
cultural relics of this period were discovered in
Guangdong. The only exception is a brick tomb in
Shimacun, Guangzhou. The tomb was separated into
front and main chambers, connected by a passage.
Funerary objects unearthed range from fragmentary
textile, ceramics, lacquerware to stone carvings and
bronzes. The green glazed stoneware utensils are of
exceptional quality. Apart from these, stone moulds for
coins of the “Qiankeng” reign were discovered in
Yangchun county; lead “Qianbeng” coins and iron flowers
pots were also discovered in Guangzhou. “Qiankeng”
occurred twice in the history of China. One belonged to
Liu Yan, Emperor Gaozu of the Southern Han (AD917 -
925) and the other was Yalu Xian, Emperor Jingzong of
the Liao in northern China (AD979 -983). As the
territory of Liao didn’t reach Guangdong, therefore this “
Qiankeng” reign must be that of Liu Yan of Nanhan.

For the Song and Yuan periods the majority of the
finds came from kiln and burial sites. The Song period
was a most prosperous ecra in the history of Chinese
ceramics and Guangdong, as an important doorway for
overseas trade, provided an additional injection for the
flourish of ceramic industry for export. Kiln sites of this
period scattered all over the province. Those discovered
so far amount to several hundreds, with important centres
at Bijiashan, Chaozhou; Xicun, Guangzhou; Huizhou,
Nanhai, Haikang and Suigqi, all situated along the coastal
regions. The main products of the Nanhai ﬁuanyao are
green glazed ware with underglaze painting, [the earliest
occurrence of this innovative technique in Guangdong.
The other major centre of underglaze painted wares is
Haikang. The kiln remains are found along the banks of
the Nandu River. The products are mainly daily utensils
with a greyish body glazed in bluish white or yellowish
green. The decorative techniques include underglaze
painting and impressed designs of lotus and
chrysanthemun. Brown painted wares were found in

more than a dozen sites in Haikang and they are very
similar to the ceramic finds unearthed in nearby Song and
Yuan burials. The pieces selected for this exhibition are
fine examples of this period.

In the Song period, apart from brick tombs, tombs
built of stone or sandy mortar were also found in
Guangdong. The main funerary objects were ceramics
and in some tombs Duangi inkslabs as well as stone
carvings of the animals of the zodiac and the four quarters
were also found. As in the Tang period the custom of
cremation prevailed in the Song dynasty and very
elaborate cremated ash containers were produced. Some
of them were modeled after architectural structures,
glazed and appliqued with relief bands of lotus flowers
and wavy bands. Very few tombs of the Yuan period are
found. The only example is the twin coffin burial in
Daliangzhen, Shunde County. From this tomb pottery
jars, iron scissors, silver ware and copper coins were
unearthed.

For tombs of the Ming and Qing periods, more
sophisticated above-ground structures were built. The
most usual form is an arched altar and the tomb is
normally made of lime, sand mixed with glutinous rice to
form a hard mortar with rammed earth. Funerary objects
range from textile, costumes, shoes and stockings, gold
ornaments, to stone seals, brushes, inks, drama
manuscripts and album leaves of paintings on fan. The
most important tomb of the Qing period is that of Wu
Liuqi in Dapu County. From that tomb three sets of
pottery figurines were found, depicting the official as well
as private lives of the early Qing elites. All of these
figurines were finely modeled and realistically rendered.

As a result of the expansion of overseas trade,
ceramic industry revived and flourished. Large quantities
of porcelain and stoneware from Shiwan, Jiucun and
Dapu were exported to Africa, Aman, Singapore and
Indonesia. Products include not only daily utensils and
architectural parts but also decorative items such as
stoneware figures from the Shiwan kiln in Foshan. To
cater for the taste of overseas buyers, some of the
products were specially made according to foreign
designs and samples. One such specimen, probably
brought to Guangdong by foreign customers was found
in the Jiucun kiln site in Raoping. This indicates a new
and advance internal organization of the ceramic industry
in Guangdong.

The preparation as well as the mounting of this

~present exhibition of ‘‘Archaeological Finds from. the
Five Dynasties to the Qing Periods in Guangdong™ has
been made possible with the support and co-operation of
the Art Gallery, the Chinese University of Hong Kong.
To all staff members of the Art Gallery we express our
heartfelt thanks and appreciation.

Guangdong Provincial Museum.
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Foreword

The exhibition of Archaeological Finds from the Five
Dynasties to the Qing Periods in Guangdong, jointly organized
by the Guangdong Provincial Musecum and the Art
Gallery of the Chinese University of Hong Kong, marks
the final phase of a long-term co-operative project to
introduce to the people of Hong Kong the archaeology of
Guangdong in a historical sequence. Together with three
previcus exhibitions devoted to earlier periods, the
exhibition seties traces the development of local history
and culture in Guangdong from the Neolithic period to
the Qing dynasty. They present visual documents of
Lingnan culture and define more clearly its characteristics
in each period. The completion of this exhibition project
is indeed a joyous occasion, bringing us closer to our
objective of studying and promoting Guangdong culture.
But what moves us more greatly is the friendship with the
experts in Guangdong that has developed as a result of
years of academic exchanges and co-operation.

The present exhibition covers almost one thousand
years of history, beginning with the regional kingdom of
Southern Han in the Five Dynasties to the Qing period.
All the exhibits contributed by the Guangdong Provincial
Museum are gathered from archaeological sites in
different regions of the province, supplemented by some
items recovered from caches and archaeological surveys.
Ceramics appear to dominate the scene, though other
materials such as gold, silver, bronze, iron, lead, jade,
stone, bamboo, wood, crystal, glass, paper and cotton are
well represented. The types and forms of the exhibits are
the most comprehensive so far, including food and water
utensils, storage jars, funerary objects, architectural parts,
tools, mirrors, coins, clothing, ornaments, fans, scholar’s
articles and dramatic script, in addition to sculpture,
painting and calligraphy. Together they not only testify
to the rich material culture of China since the tenth
century, but also shed light on the daily life and customs
in the Guangdong region, its economic production,
trade, and transportation, as well as the achievement of its
craftsmen.

Generally  speaking, the importance of
archaeological discoveries gradually diminishes in later
historical periods, particularly in the Ming and Qing
dynasties. This is because of the greater number of
cultural relics and historical monuments from these
periods surviving to this day. But for regions in the
remote corners of the empire, archaeological finds are still
useful in filling some of the gaps in the artifacts passed
down from ancient times. Moreover, they are capable of
projecting a more vivid image of the past. A very good
example can be found in the pottery figurines and models
excavated from the tomb of Wu Luiqi, a high official of
the early Qing period, which group together to form
scenes of yamen, procession and household life.

As for exhibits from Hong Kong, they are selected
from archaeological finds from Shenwan of Chilajiao

(Shum Wan, Chek Lap Kok), Shazhou (Sha Chau),
Nianshuwan (Nim Shu Wan), Shibi (Shek Pik),
Zhugaowan (Penny’s Bay) of Dayushan (Lantau Island),
Shazui of Liangchuanwan (Sha Tsui, High Island),
Fotangmen (Joss House Bay), Donglong Fort (Tung
Lung), Dapu (Taipc) and Fengling (Fanling). Ceramics
are again the largest group. ‘Though archaeological
matcrials from the period covered by the present
exhibition cannot be compared to those of the
pre-historical ~ periods, they nevertheless provide
important data for the study of Hong Kong history. The
excavated potteries and sherds tell us about the overseas
trade engaged at that time, while the discovery of Thai
and Malay pottery sherds, among Chinese wares of the
sixteenth century, in a Ming wreck in Shazui gives
concrete evidence for the trading links between South
China and Southeast Asia.

The present exhibition is again a combined effort of
the Guangdong Provincial Museum and the Art Gallery.
The scholarly essays contributed by Mr. Huang Yuzhi,
Mr. Zeng Guangyi, Ms. Zhu Feisu and Mr. Yang
Shaoxiang of the Guangdong Provincial Museum and
Professor Jao Tsung-i of this University bring to this
monograph the latest research results of Guangdong
archaeology. The Art Gallery staff is mainly responsible
for photographing the exhibits and the publication of this
monograph.

Without the support and co-opetration of the Chinese
Administrative Bureau of Museums and Archaeological
Data, the Department of Culture of Guangdong Province
and the Guangdong Provincial Museum, this project
could not have been possible. We would also like to
thank the Xinhua News Agency (Hong Kong Branch)
for their assistance. To Hong Kong Museum of History
of the Urban Council and the Antiquities and Monuments
Oftice we offer a special vote of appreciation for the loan
of the Hong Kong exhibits. Last but not least, we wish
particularly to thank Dr. F.C. Chen, Director of the
Institute of Chinese Studies, for his encouragement and
guidance. .

Mayching Kao
The Art Gallery
The Chinese University of Hong Kong
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Pottery figurines, Kangxi, Qing, from Dapu County.
Pottery figurines, Kangxi, Qing, from Dapu County.
Wooden seal, Qing, from Nan’ao County.

Iron bell, Kangxi, Qing, from Fengling, Hong Kong.
Cannon balls and blue and white porcelain, Qing, from
Donglong Fort, Hong Kong.

Stone seals and glass box, Qing, from Lufeng County.
Crystal necklace and jade bracelet, Guangxu, Qing,
from Chaozhou City.

Folding fan, Guangxu, Qing, from Chaozhou City.

( Unless otherwise mentioned, exhibits are from the collection of the
Guangdong Provincial Musesm )
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