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ABSTRACT

In the fall, 1977, the symposium on the culture of Xia
dynasty was held in Dengfeng of Henan Province. During the
meeting, Mr. Zou Heng raised his famous theory—“Shang
city of Zhengzhou had been Chengtang’s capital” (its name
is Bo)Moreover, try the study of Xia dynasty,mr. Zhou also
raised initial understandings about the division of early
Shang dynasty culture and regional patterns of it. in the past
ten more years. new data and new understandings emerged
in an endless stream. The important problems such as the
origin and the formation of Chinese Civilization have been
widely discussed. In order to solve these problems, it is an
important premise to made a thorough and systematic ar-
rangement on the elementary problems such as the periods,
distribution and regional patterns of early Shang dynasty
culture. Because of the above reasons, This dissertation
makes a research on the following four subjects.

Because theacademic circles have divergent opinions
about the site of Chengtang’ s capital, The first chapter of
the dissertation makes a review about each opinion. and
points out that the defects of the West — Bo theories such
as data deficiently and they don’ t coincide with the archae-
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ological relativity . Thus, the article further proves that the
theories of the Zheng — Bo is more reasonable, further-
more, the upper limit of early Shang Dynasty culture should
be the time when the Yanshi Shang city was first con-
structed.

In the second chapter based on the understanding of
the periods made by Mr. Zou Heng and the combined use of
stratigraphic analysis and typological analysis. The article
divides the early Shang dynasty culture into three periods
and six sections, thus makes a detailed chronological sys-
tem of early Shang dynasty cultrue.

On the basis of detailed division, the third chapter
firstly investigates the distribution process and finds the
distribution scope of early Shang dynasty culture is not
completely unalterable. The distribution scope has different
unalterable. The reasons of the changes are also discussed
tentatively. Secondly, the author divides the early Shang
dynasty culture into seven regional patterns. The Cultural
structure and formational mechanism of each pattern are al-
so discussed respectively. Later, The Author points out
that the lineal source of — ¥ & pattern of the early Shang
dynasty culture is T 32 culture,and the other six regional
patterns developed form the = 2 & pattern. Thus, the
knowledge of the regional patterns of early Shang dynasty
culture is much deepened.

The nature analysis of the other relative relics is abso-
lutely necessary for anyone who wants to have a systemat-
ic knowledge about the regional, systematic structure of the
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early Shang dynasty culture. Because of this reason, the
fourth chapter makes an tentative analysis of the three
relics around Zhengzhou which have something to do with
the origin of the early Shang dynasty culture. and points out
that none of them should be taken as the direct predecessor
of the early Shang dynasty culture . In the same chapter,
some analysis are also made about a few relics which not
only have the same long history as the early Shang dynasty
culture but also are close to it in relation. In fact, It is a
proof of the distribution scope made in the third chapter. It
is also promotes the research on the relationships between
the early Shang dynasty culture and the other corresponding
archaeological cultures.

In the end , Because the systematization archaeological
data demands explanation. The dissertation lists some
problems which need answers or further explanations. The
purpose of it is to attract more scholars to deepen the re-
search on the early Shang dynasty culture.
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