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A Before Reading

1 What kind of people do you think Mei is? Look at the back
cover of the book and the pictures in the book. Make some

guesses.

2 If you see someone fell into the water, would you rescue him/
her? Why?

My Notes:




Introduction

Dreams come to you when you are asleep. Thoughts, ideas
and pictures come into your mind. Dreams can be happy,
or dreams can be sad. But you can also dream when you are
awake. These dreams are your hopes and wishes for the
future. This is the story of a young girl’s dream and-how it
came true.
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The People in This Story
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Mei Nguyen Lan Thi
is 18 years old. She was born in is Mei’s grandmother. She
Hanoi, in Vietnam. brought Mei to Canada
She now lives in Canada, in eight years ago.
the city of Vancouver. '-—Q:L:‘/ﬁ

(AN 1 Mike Murray
Alfredo Sarftini works for a television
has a shoe store inVancouver. company.

Mei works for him.
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{7 " Mr X
Sandy McLaren is a mysterious man in a big sil-
is Mei’s new friend. ver car. He will change the lives

of the people in the story.
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1

You Must Have a Dream

You must always have a dream. Life can be difficult and a
dream helps you when life is hard. A dream gives you
hope. My dream is this — I love to run and I want to win a
gold medal in the Olympic Games.

I know that I'm a good runner. I'm very fast and one
day, perhaps I will run in the Olympic Games. My dream
will come true. I believe in it.

My grandmother and I live in Vancouver, in western
Canada. Vancouver is a beautiful city on the Pacific
Ocean. Every evening after work, [ run along the sea front
near Vanier Park. I love to see the colours on the water as
the sun goes down. I run past men with fishing rods in
their hands. Sometimes they catch a fish but most of the
time they sit in silence. I run past young people. They
hold hands and look at the sunset. They have their
dreams. But my dream is different.

Nine years ago my mother died. My grandmother and 1
left Hanoi in Vietnam and we came to Canada. I was ten
years old. My grandmother and I are alone in the world.
There are no other people in my family. My father died
when [ was a baby. He was killed in the war. I don’t
remember him at all. But I have many good memories of
my mother. She was a wonderful woman. I loved her very
much. She worked hard. She was clever, brave and strong.
[ want to be strong and brave, too.



Things were not easy when we first came to Canada.
Everything was so different from Vietnam. I had to learn to
speak English. I had to study hard. I wanted my grand-
mother to be proud of me.

In my last year at school, my teacher said, ‘Mei, do you
want to go to university? :

‘Yes,” | said, ‘but — but it’s impossible. I have to get a
job. [ have to earn money to help my grandmother.’

So now I work in Mr Alfredo Santini’s shoe store. But
things will change.

Before she died, my mother said to me, ‘Mei, live your
life fully. Be happy! Be brave! Be successful!’

I will try to be all of these things.

2

‘Help! Help!’

Sunday -
Today was Sunday, so I didn’t have to go to work. I stayed
at home in the morning and helped my grandmother with
the housework. In the afternoon, [ went running as usual.
There are lots of good places to run in Vancouver. Today,
I decided to go somewhere different. I went to Stanley
Park to run along the old sea wall.

It was a fine day but there was a cold wind. There were
not many people in the area. At this time of the year, the
geese are getting ready to fly south to warmer countries. I
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stopped to watch a flock of those big beautiful birds. They
flew low over the water. Near me, there was a fair-haired
woman with her little boy.

‘Look, Tom! Look at the birds!’ she shouted to him. But
Tom didn’t listen. He picked up some small stones and he
ran to the edge of the sea wall. He threw the stones into
the water. Then suddenly his foot slipped and he fell.
Down he went — splash - into the cold, grey water.

‘Mommy!’ the boy cried. ‘Mommy!’

‘Help! Help! his mother shouted. ‘My boy! My boy!
Help! I can’t swim!’

I ran to the edge of the sea wall and I jumped into the
cold, grey sea. I caught the little boy in my arms. Two
young men put out their arms. They helped us out of the
water, first Tom and then me.

‘Oh, my darling, my darling!” Tom’s mother cried.
‘You're safe. Thank God!" There were tears in her eyes
and her hands shook.

One of the young men took off his jacket and covered
the little boy with it.

‘Come on,’ he said. ‘I have my car near here. We have
to get that boy to hospital right away.’

‘Yes, of course, yes,” Tom’s mother said. She looked at
me. Tears ran down her cheeks. o

‘You saved my boy. What can I say? You were so brave,’
she said.

‘Come on! Hurry up,’ said the young man with the car.
‘Let’s go.’ They got into the car.

‘l also have a car,’ the other young man said to me.
‘Can | give you a ride? You're very wet and it’s cold.’



