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.. Lesson 1

The Value Of Education

1 Information Related to the Text
University Degrees
B. A. = Bachelor of Arts

B. S. = Bachelor of Science
M. A. = Master of Arts

M. S. = Master of Science
PH. D.= Doctor of Philosophy

Schools and Education

Life in the twentieth century demands preparation. Today, all individuals in a
country must have some schooling to prepare them for their responsibilities as
citizens. With this in mind, national leaders everywhere are placing more em-
phasis on the education of the young.

In the United States, government officials, parents, and teachers are
working hard to give the children—tomorrow’s decision makers—the best edu-
cation.

There is no national school policy in the United States. Each state makes its
own rules and regulations for its schools, but there are many similarities among
them. Public schools in all states are supported by taxes paid by the citizens of
the individual state.

When they are six years old, children begin elementary school. After six
years in elementary school, they go into junior high school and remain there for
three years. The last three years of their public school education are spent in se-
nior high school, from which they graduate at the age of eighteen.

A great number of high school graduates continue their education in one of



2 Intensive Reading—Sub-Band

the many colleges or universities in the country. After four years, they receive
a bachelor’s degree. Some continue studying for a master’s degree and perhaps
a doctoral degree.

2 Introduction
1. Introductory Questions

The following questions are designed to help the students obtain a global un-

derstanding of the text.

1) What does the text talk about?

(The value of education. )

2) What is the purpose of education?
(To fit the young for life. )

3) What education system do the countries with advanced industries have?
(The public school education system. )

4) What do they think they can do by free education for all?

(Solve all the problems of society and build a perfect nation. )

5) What work do people with university degrees refuse to do?
(Work with hands. )

6) Is the work of an uneducated farmer as important as that of a professor?
If yes, why?

(Yes. Because we should die if no one grew crops. )

7) What education can be called valuable to society according to the author?
(The education for all people to realize that everyone can do whatever job
is suited to his brain and ability, to understand that all jobs are necessary
to society, and to master all the necessary know-how to do one’s job
well. )

2. Introductory Remarks

Nations throughout the world seem to be placing more and more emphasis on
the education of the young. Let’s take our country for an example; more and
more schools are being built, more and more money is being spent on educa-
tion, and it seems that more and more people want to obtain a university de-
gree. Nearly everyone knows the importance of education. But does every-
body have the correct aim of being educated? I’'m afraid this might not be
the case. However, what is the real value of education? Study Lesson One
and we can get some ideas.

3 Language Points
1. Education is not an end, but a means to an end.
“End” is a word of many meanings. Here it means: purpose, aim
Examples:
gain (win, achieve) one’s end(s)
for (to) this end
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to the end that: in order that
The end justifies the means. (proverb)
means (often treated as singular); method, way, by which a result may be
obtained
Examples:
The doctor tried every means to save the patient.
Thoughts are expressed by means of words.
2. in other words
Examples:
As the common saying goes, “Knit the brows and you will hit upon an
idea.” In other words, much thinking gives you wisdom.
I haven’t done my homework and I have a lot of other things to do. In oth-
er words, I can’t go to the cinema with you.
3. Our purpose is to fit them for life: Our aim of educating them is to teach
them to be a useful person for the society he is in so that he is able to make
a living by himself.
fit: make (sb.) suitable or competent (for sth., to do or to be sth. )
Examples:
fit oneself for one’s new duties
Military training fits men for long marches.
Can we make the punishment fit the crime?
4. Life is varied, so is education.
so + aux. v. + (pro)noun, meaning “also”
Examples:
You are young and so am I.
Tom speaks French and so does his brother.
“I went to the cinema yesterday.”“Oh, did you? So did I.”
John has read that book and so has Mary.
5. As soon as we realize this fact, we will understand that it is very important
to choose a proper system of education.
1) assoon as ...
Examples:
I came as soon as I could.
He started as soon as he received the news.
As soon as you finish your job let me know.
2) “Itis + adj. + todo”
Examples:
It is necessary to study English well.
It was interesting to hear him talk about his life at university.
6. Under this system, people, no matter whether they are rich or poor, clever
or foolish, have a chance to be educated at universities or colleges.
no matter whether (who, what, how, where, which, etc.)
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10.

11.

12.

Examples:

No matter what he does, he does it carefully.

Anyone, no matter who, may point out our shortcomings.
No matter how hard I tried, 1 couldn’t solve the problem.
No matter where he is, you have to find him.

No matter which one you choose, it is sure to be good.

. They have for some time thought . ...

Note that “some time” is different from “sometime”.
some time: certain period of time

Examples:

I have been waiting for some time.

sometime adv., adj.,: at some time

Examples:

I saw him sometime in May.

I will speak to him about it sometime.

. We find in such countries ... jobs for them to fill: We find that in such

countries, many people can’t find a suitable job to do after they graduate
from universities.

- As a result of their degrees, they refuse to do what they think is “low”

work.

as a result (of)

Examples:

As a result of his carelessness, he failed in the English examination.

He lost one leg as a result of that car accident.

He worked very hard for 3 months. As a result he fulfilled the plan ahead
of time.

in fact

Examples:

Offcially he is in charge, but in fact his secretary does all the work.

He doesn’t mind. In fact, he is very pleased.

In fact, I do not know what to do.

But we have only to think a moment to understand ...

Other examples with “moment”;

Please wait (for) a moment.

She will come in a moment.

I am busy at the moment.

He arrived at the last moment.

I have heard the news just this moment.

... but we should die if none of us grew crops.

none; not any; no ene

Examples:

None of these books is (are) mine.
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I wanted shoestrings but there was none in the house.
“Is there any coal left?” “No, none at all.”

None of them has (have) come back yet.

It is none of your business.

None of us are (is) afraid of difficulties.

13. ..., because everyone was ashamed to do such work,...
ashamed adj. (predicative only); feeling shame
Examples:

You should be ashamed of yourself.
He was ashamed to ask for help.
He felt ashamed that he had done so little.
14. on the other hand
also, on the one hand,... (and / but) on the other hand,...: to indicate
contrasted opinions, viewpoints, etc.
Examples:
The price is low; but on the other hand, the quality is poor.
Father and mother wanted to go for a ride; the children, on the other
hand, wanted to stay home and play with their friends.
15. ... We would die if we did not have enough food.
Examples:
If T were you, I would do it at once.
If he had timc, he would help us.

16. ... do whatever job is suited to his brain and ability;...
be suited (for, to): be fitted, have the right qualities
Examples:

Western democracy is not necessarily suited to (for) China.
That man is not suited to be a teacher.
Jack and his wife seem well suited to one another.
17. ... it is bad to be ashamed of one’s own work or to look down upon some-
one else’s;. ..
look down upon sb. (sth): despise; consider oneself more important than
Examples :
After she married a mayor, she began to look down upon the office girls
she had worked with.
Intellectuals should never look down upon farmers.
18. know-how: knowledge of how to do something
Examples:
the know-how about atomic bombs
pass one’s technical know-how to others
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KEY TO EXERCISES

Questions for Preview Check
1

2,4,6
2

life is varied

Grammar
1
1) that learning English is easy
2) if I could have two tickets
3) how many pages I had already read
4) what we say
5) why the rich people were never satisfied
6) whether you are right or not
7) which book I should read first
8) how I can get to the railway station
9) when and where they are to meet again
10) who did all this
2
1) The man showed the boy how he should play the piano.
Z) He does not know which one his is.
3) Please tell me why you must leave so soon.
4) He is asking who can take the heavy bag away.
5) He says that everyone should come to the meeting this evening.
6) I am wondering if I must tell him.
7) Do you know whose book it is?
8) Can you show me where they live?
3
1) ... how we learned Chinese when we were children
2) ... what a polite man should do and what he should not do
3) ... who did it
4) ... if he could buy two tickets
5) ... which one you want

Verb Patterns
1

1. He neither smokes nor drinks.
2. His dream has come true.
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3. The beggar is even poorer than before.

4. 1 have a feeling that something terrible will happen.
5. The visitors looked happy indeed.

6. She looks much more beautiful than before.

Exercises to the Text

2

necessary to society

. valuable to society

the necessary know-how

no matter what; no matter when

. service peopie

. the countries with advanced industries
. remain low

the problems of society / the social problems
. Our purpose

university degree

W 00~ O U oW —

W —
=

Come here as soon as you finish the work.

She was late as a result of the snow.

He doesn’t mind. In fact, he’s very pleased.

He was ashamed of his behaviour.

No matter how tired she was, Mary tried to finish her work in time.

T W N

H

to win her end

cvery possible means

that of people with university degrees
without air or water

always looks down upon us

is getting longer and longer

if you like

The final results

As a result of what we saw

remained silent

© 0N U R W~

—
)

Education should be various because life is varied. All of us must be educated
to fit us for life, that is, to realize that one should do whatever job according to his
ability, to understand all jobs are necessary to society, and to master all the skills
to do the job well.

6
1. We should understand that it is very important to choose a proper system of
education.
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2. Everyone has a chance to study at university.

3. It is bad to look down upon work with hands.

4. All must be educated to master all the necessary know-how to do the jobs well.
7
realize

Lo HARBBEAIBERX A0

2. RETANB A AR RXTIEXLEE,

3. BEERNMNFTEMABEZRAAT BCHBHE,
T ARG, A AT R A L E .
remain

1. WA, EAFBERE,

2. R P — HERFUTR,

3. EERAR FRRM#L  BENE T Z EHAEE M.
4. N+ BEEN RN
5. X7 ¥ A — B KA 0k

matter

SN

b2l

1. IR ERLR S R EAE, g7

2. XS B | NT,

3. BT — IR T E,

4. MERRXER , EZMAISKE LW SZXN A L EF,
5. RRZEY T4 K7

6. RUTEIfb AR E B RE MW, Eik LB H THH4AE,

7. ARRERT R EARBLR (FBFT L),

8. PREMUINEL R ZARR? AR,

o HREFMBELREF ABFRBRERMBAIITE,

8

1. In other words, he is a fool.

2. Our purpose is to build a perfect nation.

3. Our life is becoming better and better.

4. You have only to think a moment to understand it.

5. In some countries with advanced industries, there are still a number of social

problems.

6. It is simple to understand that if none of us grew crops it would be impossible
for our society to develop.

7. In our country there are still some people who think that to work with one’s
hands is dirty and shameful.

8. In modern China, all jobs are necessary to society, so we must master all the
necessary know-how to do our jobs well.



LESSON 1 g9

SHFX

HEMME

BEAZHK, ME2XBHNHFB, R, RODFENOCCA T BT & TTHT
B RITWERWRBEMITEENEE, AEEZHRAN HEFBEME, JERKA]
BRI — BRAMTRAEH O, EBE SN HF AR EXEE,

E-ETWREHERE, TR RBBE R EXFERHT, AMITARAE,
ANBE MANSERESEREZHNHEET. AR -FUN, BLLRET, KK
REHH RS, FER T REENER, HERMNAECLEBED, NALRAFTLE
A, BINEKREXLEFE, BE RF% NSO IZ B3 b BN E TN
HaE, lh T HCHFImEE NSRRI MR T "I T, 355 E, 7t
A H K0 95 SN D R WU A Rl LAY

R, RANTER ZEMBER, — B ARTHRRE TR~ 8RN TAERSEE
. BAEHEE RO ATER B2 MRBH AR R, RATUE SR RBH AFH
i, W RR IR AT BRI, AR T B A 2 e L EAVBRIR, IR BT B R AN
i % TAEM AT B3, I8 4, BEERITEM NIRRT B RABERS 1.

Fi—J7 UL, QAR P @R K E R SCH AR 18 7 A aT RS, d T Y S A AD
BORBE  WRBH EBHRE, RITE R REA 17,

F AT ANBBE B LA T/, BRI AARE ZBX M H
AR ARBIE D AR ANFES T (LM IS8 A R TIER
o Fatss, B8 M TSR AN TASLARSN B =, ERITH SRR,
FREARBULME, RARMBE A RERRZ A A M {EH



