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FOREWORD

China is a country with a long history. The forefathers of the Chinese people, through
ages of hard work, created a splendid civilization and left behind a rich store of ancient
relics.

After the founding of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, particularly since the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, archaeological work, guided by Chairman Mao Tsetung’s
policy of “making the past serve the present,” has made marked progress. Along with the
vigorous development of our socialist revolution and socialist construction, systematic surveys
and excavations have been made at many important sites and ancient tombs in various parts
of the country, bringing to light enormous quantities of cultural relics, the preservation of
which has been given close attention.

The items presented in this volume are only part of the specimens discovered after
1949, including quite a number of new ones brought to light since the commencement of
the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution. They date from "the Yangshao Culture of the
Neolithic Period, some 6,000 years ago, to the Yuan Dynasty (1271 — 1368). These cultural
relics are the fruit of the Chinese working people’s wisdom in times past and the sweat and
blood expended in creating them. They are illustrative of the high cultural and artistic
achievements of ancient China, and, to a certain degree, give an idea of the changes and
development that took place in the political, economic and ideological fields in ancient
Chinese society. They are important material for the study of ancient Chinese culture and
history.
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Painted pottery amphora with whorl design I
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Pottery jar painted with rhomboid forms
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Elephant-shaped bronze tsun (wine vessel)
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Bronze yu (food vessel) marked “Yen Hou”
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Bronze rectangular ting (cooking vessel)

with animal_-mask design







