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Lao Jiu, well-known artist of cartoons combined
with the art of stamps. He was born in Beijing, April
1965.Teacher at China Traditional Opera Institute.
Vice Director of Huaxia Calligraphy and Painting Art
Institute. He has held exhibitions of his works sev-
eral times in Beijing and Macao since 1992 .He
published the book" Humour with Stamps by Lao
Jiu " in 1992 His works won awards on different
occasions. His autobiography is included in "Who's
Who'.
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Preface

Nowadays people are living with quicker pace,
and packing their mind with more information. Life
becomes much more lively .Yet we stiil hope that
some humor and refaxation could be added to our
life and our culture .

Lao Jiu is the kind of cartoon artist wha brings
us pleasure and humor . Through his humorous car-
toons for stamps ,he provides us with interesting vi-
sual pictures. The book "Cartoons and the Olympics',
with its theme of sports and environmental protection,
praises the Olympic spirit of competing for the swifter,
the higher and the stronger. It also corresponds to
the theme of China's bid for green Qlympics,human-
ist Olympics and sicentific Olympics.

While appreciating Lao Jiu's cartoons, | was
deeply impressed by their implications: China boasts
millions of stamp collectors and hundreds of years
of stamp art.China also has numerous cartoon art-
ists and works of cartoon art .However, no one had
ever combined the art of cartoons and the art of
stamps so skillfully as Lao Jui had before he be-
came well-knawn, The art of cartoons may not be

Min Huiquan

able to stand on the highest place of the drawing
art ,yet it employs its unique ingenuity and sim-
plicity to evoke in the readers’ mind the beauty of
succintness , leaping thoughts ,well-meaning sar-
casm and moderate exaggeration, which can be
grasped only by those with good comprehension,
sensilive heart and rich imagination.

It is said that skills for poem writing are best
shown outside poetry .The final standard for judg-
ing whether the art of cartoons and other forms of
art are truely appealing or whether the artists can
be called real masters of art lies not in the skilis of
writing ,but in the fact that whether their works of
art can grasp and show the things which can be
easily overlooked in daily life,whether they can ex-
press the flavour of the times and life ,and whether
they can reveal sparks of thoughts and true emotion.
All great or beautiful works of art can offer us joy
and pleasure .They also move us till our soul is
distilled. | dare not make improper comments on
Lao Jiu's cartoon art ,but | am sure it will touch you
and brighten your eyes.

——— s ——
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