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Preface
Putting Joy and Pain inte Cartoons

Lin Weiren

A vartoon is a humorous aspect of culture with both literary and artistie
features. That is because a cartoon, with its unigue freeness, carries a kind of
poetic implication und because a cartoon, with its simple picture, affords much
tood for reflection. The wonderfulness of 4 cartoon is not in its picture, but in
sume kind of deep philosophy which seems to be relaxed and creative at the
syme time.

In appreciating cartouns, there is superficial reading and there is inten-
sive reading. Superficial readers are content with the joy, laughter and satire
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in the cartoons, and are not left pondering when they close the book; but in-
tensive readers’ feelings are aroused by cartoons. The implied meanings may
be expressed or not.

Excellent cartoons are a sot of fast food humerous culture, but they imply
endless sarcastic pain and joy. Sarcasm or funriness alone is not the cartoon-
ists’ original intention when they start drawing. That's because carteons show
real life in a surrealistric way. But the full meaning of real life is expressed by
putting pain and joy together. S0, the process of drawing a cartoon is also s
process of conceiving pain and joy clashing a process of understanding
and explaining a cartoon is also a process of experiencing life.

If you want o step into the field of cartoons, no matter whether you are 4
cartoohist or a reader, you must get a double baptism of pain and joy. The most
remarkable feature of this kind of baptism is both pain and juy in the same
room. They are not separaled by fences. As long as you feel touched and feel
the cutting pain in your laughter, or feel the gentleness in the picture in your
tears, you can regard yourself as a rational thinker.
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Man’s ideals can be as simple as & pen and ink, but making dreams come
true is far more complicated than the implied meaning in the pie-
wre. Objectively speaking, the principal aspect of & cartoon bas a thick color-
ing of realistic criticism, but in its style, the concepts bulge with too many il-
lusive ideals so that those classic words can move peaple at different times and
in different countries. In this sense, we can {ind a very appropriate support
point to explain the same cartoon from the viewpoint of pain and joy of people
at different times and in different countries. That’ s what we have done in this
“Cuctus” Cartoon Selection,

This collection can be regarded as the explanation of “the implication” in
classical cartoons and as an impact on the vague conceptual tradition and
traditional concepts, which have confused people’ s reasoning for a long time.
“Think It Over " and “Cool Man and Cool Woman”, the two challengingtitles,
shock people at first und make them read the cartoons carcfully and ponder
both the joy and the pain.

When we say that excellent cartovns do not lack charm, then, no doubt,
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that” s the menit of literary explanation n transforming Lthe charm into vilality. Tn
reading the collection of pictures with words, one can get a glimpse of all kinds
ol behavior and expressions of people in soviety, and one can see fainily certain
of one’s own shortcomings. Humor should not make one feel toe relased; sarcasm
should not make one feel too depressed. It is not casy to make a person spiri-
tually healthy with a book. S0 readers should not be overcritical of the weak-
nesses in the book.
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Excessive Affection
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Why is it necessary to embarrass others?




Excessive Affection
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He doesn’t know how much he lost on his business deal.
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Be prudent wher you try to catch people off guard in
family affairs.
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G A58 Meeting Furtively
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Love thieves maybe don't want money, while the money

thief may want a lover as well. If the two thieves meet at a
gambling house, the money thief will win
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Bilingual Commentary

Cool Man And Cool Woman Cartoon Selection
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Unexpected disaster flies to you by itself.
“trombone disaster” is brought about by a big nose.
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