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Unit 1 Peace and Development

I . Pre-text Listening

Listen to the passage and then decide whether the following
statements are true or false. Put a T(fer true) or F(for false) in
the brackets in front of each statement.

( ) 1) Arafat, Barak and Bill Clinton began peace talks on
Tuesday, which are hoped to end fifty years of
violence.

( )2) A week has been set aside to establish a permanent
pact to build a Palestinian state with security
guarantees for Palestinians.

( ) 3) The US president thought that they still had a
chance to make peace at that summit though it was
going to be a difficult process.

( ) 4) Arafat has vowed to declare a Palestinian state by
September 30, with or without a peace deal with
Israel.

( ) 5) Faced with the political crisis at home, though,
Barak decided to fight on for peace.



I . Reading Passages

1. Asians Facing Dilemma

Jon Melegrito seizes every opportunity to promote the virtues of
building coalitions among Asian Americans and other minority
groups. But he often has a hard job.

“On one level Asian Americans have made vast strides in terms
of education and employment,” said Melegrito, executive director of
the National Federation of Filipino-American Associations.!“But it
is also true that we are far from achieving fairness and equity in this
society. It is a real dilemma.”

Asian Americans did make some advances in living and
education in recent years; Asian American families have higher
median incomes than whites. Their children make up a
disproportionate share of students at the nation’s most prestigious
universities.

Most Asian Americans live in integrated communities. In
addition, thirdgeneration Asian Americans have rates of
intermarriage with whites that are so high they rival those that
largely erased once-deep differences among white ethnic minorities.

These clear signs of success and assimilation sometimes Jul/
many Asian Americans into thinking that® they are unaffected by
racism, several advocates said. It also obscures the serious economic
and educational problems faced by some Asian Americans,

particularly newcomers from Southeast Asia.
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Moreover, the achievements of Asian Americans have at times
caused controversies with blacks and Latinos.® One such issue is
preferential treatment” which has limited the number of Asian
Americans admitted to top public universities in favour of under-
represented5 minorities .

“Most Asian Americans don’t know civil rights history. They
may not understand the struggles of other minorities. But the fact is
[ Asians ] are still seen as minorities in this country — no doubt about
it.” said Daphne Kwok, executive director of the Organization of
Chinese Americans, a civil rights group.

In addition, Asian Americans are frequently seen as clannish®
and hard to understand, a view that easily lapses into widespread
skepticism about their American patriotism.

All of those realities point to the need for the nation’s
policymakers to take a broader view of race relations, the report’s
authors say.

“Race in this country is no longer just an issue of colour. It is
also one of ethnicity’,” Paul M. Ong, a UCLA? social policy
professor, said when the report was made public on March 1. “Too
many people in this country continue to see us in simple

stereotypes.

2. The Victim of War

She was just a litte girl, but she became a symbol of a
crippling war®. LIFE! photographer Larry Burrows first saw
3



Nguyen Thi Tron in 1968, when she was 12 years old. She was
sitting in a swing with another child in the city then known as
Saigon''. “They were not the same as any other two youngsters,
for they only had one leg between them,” he later recalled. “It was
Tron who propelled the swing.”

Perhaps because Burrows’ own daughter was about the same
age, his heart reached out to the child. Tron, he learned, had gone
into a forest to collect plants and firewood. It was a free-fire
zone'?, where anyone who moved was considered Viet Cong'> and a
U.S. helicopter opened fire. The Americans landed to discover their
mistake and airlifted her to a hospital. When she awoke without the
lower part of her right leg, Tron worried she wouldn’t be able to
walk back to her village. Her mother finally found her and used part
of the $35 the Americans gave her to pay for Tron’s blood
transfusions . **

Burrows photographed the girl getting an artificial limb,
relearning how to ride a bike, going back to school. “By the time
the story was finished, we were very close,” he said. When the
article appeared in LIFE, readers responded by sending toys and
dolls, which were distributed throughout the village. Burrows
bought Tron a sewing machine, as well as corrugated'® metal for
enlarging the family house. He visited as often as he could, helping
Tron replace the artificial leg she had outgrown, buying her shoes.
But in 1971, Larry Burrows was killed when his helicopter was shot
down over Laos .

Three decades later his son Russell was invited to Hanoi!? for
the opening of “Requiem”, an exhibition of works by photographers
killed during the war. (The show moved to Ho Chi Minh City on
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May 5.) Russell’s 16-year-old daughter Sarah met him in Ho Chi
Minh City, and they set out to find Tron. The latest news they had
of her was that she was working as a tailor and medic'® in a village
called Phuoc Binh. It’s a common name: “phuoc” means prosperity
and “binh” peace. Russell and Sarah traveled from one hamlet®® to
another, visiting tailor shops and showing Tron’s photograph.

A day before they were scheduled to leave, they stopped at one
last Phuoc Binh.

Seeing the picture, villagers pointed down the road. Tron
immediately knew who they were. “My father looks so much like
my grandfather,” says Sarah. “She started laughing as soon as she
saw us.” The family ran to the fields to collect food for their
guests— papaya’’, coconuts, turnips. Tron brought aut letters
from Larry, as well as the sewing machine. Now 44, she is
unmarried and lives with a niece. “She has a wonderful smile,” says
Russell. “And yet, there’s a sadness.”

As evening drew near, they had to say goodbye. “We sat down
on a bench,” recalls Sarah. “Tron can’t speak a word of English,
and | can’t speak a word of Vietnamese, besides ‘ prosperity’ and
“peace’.” Tron held Sarah’s hand and stroked her hair. The
Americans couldn’t promise to return, only to try. But in her heart
Sarah vowed: “I'll be back.”

3. Leaving No Belly Unfilled

George mcgovern is U. S. ambassador to the United Nations
5



food agencies in Rome. He served in the House of Representatives
from 1957 to 1961, when President John F. Kennedy appointed him
the first director of the U.S. Food for Peace Program. As director,
he helped launch the U.N.’s World Food Program to combat
hunger. He also served three terms in the Senate, from 1963 to
1981, and ran unsuccessfully for president in 1972. In his
forthcoming book, “Ending World Hunger in Our Time,” due out in
October, McGovern argues that chronic hunger can be eradicated by
2030. He spoke with NEWSWEEK'’s Barbie Nadeau at his office in
Rome. Excerpts:

NADEAU: What message are you trying to deliver through
your new book?

McGovern: I really think that most of the serious problems of
the world can’t be solved in the near future. We're not going to end
racism in my lifetime; we’re not going to end poverty. But there’s
one problem that 1 think we can absolutely lick®', and that is
hunger.

Ethiopia® and Eritrea® are in a border war, Sudan®' is in
civil war and Somalia® is under attack by rival militias. Is food
security endangered more by war and civil strife’® than by natural
disasters such as drought and floods?

I think so. Ethiopia, in any given year, falls short by about a
million tons of the grain they need. So whether it is a good year or
bad year, they have to import a million tons of grain because of civil
problems.

Where are the other highly vulnerable areas for famine today?

Indonesia is a high-priority area. North Korea, a communist country
which we haven’t had much to do with, we’ve helped substantially. Why?

6 .



