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Introduction

Pottery belongs to all mankind, but porcelain is China’s invention.

At places in both the Yellow River valley and the Yangtze River valley handmade pottery
from as early as the 6th millennium B.C. has been unearthed. In the next few millennia
pottery became more sophisticated, and by the 3rd millennium B.C. the potter’s wheel was
in use in some regions. In the Shang period, ca. 16th-11th century B.C., a high-fired glazed
ware { “proto-porcelain” ) appeared. The stoneware called mature celadon was first made
in the first century A.D. (late Han dynasty) and was steadily improved at southern kilns over
the next few centuries (the Three Kingdoms, Western Jin, and Eastern Jin dynasties and the
Northern and Southern Dynasties period, A.D. 220-589).

In the Sui and Tang dynasties (A.D. 581-907) celadon production advanced in parallel with
the production of porcelain, a vitrified ceramic material with a very hard white body. In the
time of the Liao, Song, and Jin dynasties(10th-13th century) major porcelain-making kilns
were widely distributed in both the south and the north. In addition to celadon and white
porcelain, many other wares were popular, such as gingbai (porcelain with a bluish-white
glaze), black-glazed ware, and porcelain with painted designs. A wide variety of porcelain-

making techniques competed vigorously.

With the invention of underglaze blue porcelain in the Yuan period(1271-1368), Jingdezhen
in Jiangxi Province made itself the pre-—eminent center for porcelain production, a position it
held throughout the Ming(1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911) dynasties. Celadon and white
porcelain were superseded by porcelain with decoration painted under or over the glaze
and by various wares with monochrome glazes. Porcelain decoration became richer and

more colorful than ever before.

China has long been known throughout the world as the home of porcelain. Its porcelain
has been exported continuously since the eighth century A.D.. In Shakespeare’s Measure
for Measure(ca.1600) a character says, “They are not China-dishes, but very good
dishes,” showing that Chinese porcelain was the standard of quality, and also that in the

English language the country was coming to be synonymous with its product, “China” .

Chinese porcelain has stimulated international cultural exchange for over a thousand years.
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Painted pottery pot with bird pattern
Shilingxia Type of Majiayao Culture

Black pottery covered jar with carved pattern
Songze Culture

Black pottery stem cup with openwork design
late Dawenkou Culture

Celadon Zun with string pattern

Shang

Celadon Ding (tripot) with an animal head
Warring States

Celadon jar with modeled human figurines Wuzhou Ware
Wu State of Three Kingdoms

Celadon lion-shaped Pixie {evil spirit exociser)

Western Jin

Celadon ram with brown spots
Eastern Jin

Black glazed dish-mouthed pot Deging Ware

Eastern Jin

Celadon jar with six rings and carved lotus petal design
Southern Dynasties

Coloured and gilded pottery figurine of lady

Tang

Polychrome glazed pottery figurine of equestrienne

Tang

Polychrome glazed pottery dish with three feet and
moulded bird and cloud design

Tang

Polychrome glazed pottery pitcher with a dragon head and
applied design

Tang

Celadon begonia-shaped bowl Yue Ware

Tang

Celadon pot with four rings  Yue Ware

Tang

White glazed box with  "Ying” mark Xing Ware

Tang
White glazed openwork house-shaped pillow with a modeled figure
Five Dynasties-N. Song

Celadon pillow with brown and green floral design Changsha Ware
Tang

Polychrome glazed jar with two rings

Tang

White glazed bowl with mark

“Yang Ding” Ding Ware

Five Dynasties
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White glazed dish with moulded cloud and dragon design

Ding Ware

Jin

Dish  Ru Ware

Northern Song

Censer with two ears Jiaotanxia Guan Ware

Southern Song

Five-footed Washer Ge Ware

Southern Song

Moon-white glazed Zun (vase) with protruted ridges Jun Ware
Northern Song

Celadon Li-shaped censer Longquan Ware

Southern Song

Celadon covered jar with modeled coiled dragon  Longquan Ware
Southern Song

Celadon vase with carved interlaced peonies design Yaozhou Ware
Northern Song

Tiger-shaped pillow with black wagtail design on white ground
Cizhou Ware

The 2nd year of Dading Reign  Jin

Black glazed tea-bow! with leaf design  Jizhou Ware

Song

Black oil-drop glazed bowl Huairen Ware

Jin

Jar with black incised peony design on white ground Chifeng Ware
Liao

Black glazed vase with Xixia characters Lingwu Ware

Xixia

Jar with underglaze blue design of interlaced peorizs
Jingdezhen Ware

Yuan

Vase with underglaze blue design of interlaced peonies
Jingdezhen Ware

Yuan

Foliated dish with underglaze blue design of melons,

bamboo and grapes  Jingdezhen Ware

Yuan

Melon-shaped jar with underglaze red design of season flowers
Jingdezhen Ware

Hongwu Reign  Ming

Oblated pot with underglaze blue design of camellia sprays
Jingdezhen Ware

Yongle Reign  Ming
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Red glazed dish with veiled cloud and dragon design
Jingdezhen Ware

Yongle Reign  Ming

White glazed monk’s cap-shaped jug Jingdezhen Ware
Yongle Reign  Ming

Dish with underglaze blue design of a white dragon
Jingdezhen Ware

Xuande Reign  Ming

Bowl! with underglaze blue design of figures  Jingdezhen Ware
Xuande Reign  Ming

Stem bowl with underglaze blue and overglaze red design of
sea and animals  Jingdezhen Ware

Xuande Reign  Ming

Oblated pot with two ears and underglaze blue design
Jingdezhen Ware

Xuande Reign  Ming

Pitcher with underglaze blue design of interlaccd flowers
Jingdezhen Ware

Xuande Reign  Ming

Octagonal candlestick with underglaze blue design of
interlaced flowers  Jingdezhen Ware

Xuande Reign  Ming

Red glazed dish  Jingdezhen Ware

Xuande Reign  Ming

Blue glazed dish with veiled cloud and dragon design
Jingdezhen Ware

Xuande Reign  Ming

Celadon sunflower petaloid dish  Jingdezhen Ware

Xuande Reign  Ming

Stem bowl with underglaze red design of three fish
Jingdezhen Ware

Xuande Reign  Ming

Dish with brown fruit and floral spray design on white ground
Jingdezhen Ware

Xuande Reign  Ming

Bowl with underglaze blue and overglaze red design of

sea and animals  Jingdezhen Ware

mid 15th century

Bowl with underglaze blue design of dragons  Jingdezhen Ware
Chenghua Reign  Ming

Dish with underglaze blue design of lotus and dragons

Jingdezhen Ware

Chenghua Reign  Ming
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Duck-shaped censer with Susancai design )ingdezhen Ware
Chenghua Reign  Ming

Dish with Doucai design of sea and animals Jingdezhen Ware
Chenghua Reign  Ming

Turquoise glazed dish with underglaze blue design of lotus and fish
Jingdezhen Ware

Chenghua Reign  Ming

Ge-type bowl Jingdezhen Ware

Chenghua Reign  Ming

Bowl with underglaze blue design of clouds and dragons
Jingdezhen Ware

Hongzhi Reign  Ming

Dish with green carved dragon design on white ground
Jingdezhen Ware

Hongzhi Reign  Ming

Yellow glazed dish  Jingdezhen Ware

Hongzhi Reign  Ming

Bowl with underglaze blue design of lotus and dragons
Jingdezhen Ware

Zhengde Reign  Ming

Dish with underglaze blue and overglaze yellow design of
floral sprays and fruits Jingdezhen Ware

Zhengde Reign  Ming

Dish with green dragon design on yellow ground
Jingdezhen Ware

Zhengde Reign  Ming

Bowl with underglaze blue design of three sheep
Jingdezhen Ware

Jiajing Reign  Ming

Jar with Wucai design of dragon medallions Jingdezhen Ware
Jiajing Reign  Ming

Square covered box with underglaze blue design of
dragon medallions  Jingdezhen Ware

Longging Reign  Ming

Underglaze blue statue of man blowing a conch on animal
Jingdezhen Ware

Wanli Reign  Ming

White glazed vase with carved animai mask design
Jingdezhen Ware

Wanli Reign  Ming

Openwork covered box with underglaze blue and

Wucai design of lotus and dragons  Jingdezhen Ware

Wanli Reign  Ming
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Vase with underglaze blue design of landscape
Jingdezhen Ware

The 10th year of Shunzhi Reign  Qing

Bowl! with underglaze blue design of farming and weaving
Jingdezhen Ware

Qing

Vase with underglaze Sancai design of sea and two dragons

Kangxi Reign

Jingdezhen Ware
Qing

Bow! with enameled design of interlaced peonies

Kangxi Reign

Jingdezhen Ware
Qing

Bowl with Wucai floral design on coral-red ground

Kangxi Reign

Jingdezhen Ware

Kangxi Reign  Qing

Jar with Doucai design of fish and algae Jingdezhen Ware
Kangxi Reign  Qing

Cowpea-red glazed vase Jingdezhen Ware

Kangxi Reign  Qing

Langyao-red glazed Zun (vase) Jingdezhen Ware

Kangxi Reign  Qing

Vase with underglaze blue design of Lingzhi fungus and
Jingdezhen Ware
Qing

Stem bowl with underglaze blue and red design of three fruits

long life celebration

Yongzheng Reign

Jingdezhen Ware

Yongzheng Reign  Qing

Bowl with black enameled design of bamboo  Jingdezhen Ware
Yongzheng Reign  Qing

Dish with Fencai design of peaches Jingdezhen Ware
Yongzheng Reign  Qing

Brush-holder with Fencai design of figures Jingdezhen Ware
Yongzheng Reign  Qing

Dish with Fencai design of overside flowers Jingdezhen Ware
Yongzheng Reign  Qing

Celadon jar with cloud and dragon design  Jingdezhen Ware
Yongzheng Reign  Qing

Guan-type peach-shaped washer Jingdezhen Ware
Yongzheng Reign  Qing

Gu (vase) with underglaze blue design and Tang Ying inscription
Jingdezhen Ware

The 5th year of Qianlong Reign

Qing
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Vase with enameled design of bamboo, chrysanthemum and quails

Jingdezhen Ware

Qianlong Reign  Qing

Vase with enameled design of figures Jingdezhen Ware
Qianlong Reign  Qing

Twin-bodied vase with enameled design of dragon and phoenix
Jingdezhen Ware

Qianlong Reign  Qing

Blue glazed vase with golden and silvery design of peaches
Jingdezhen Ware

Qianlong Reign  Qing

Vase with Fencai design of eight immortals Jingdezhen Ware
Qianlong Reign  Qing

Vase with blue interlaced floral design on pink ground
Jingdezhen Ware

Qianlong Reign  Qing

Celadon covered bowl with veiled and gold traced design and
a tea-dust glazed stand Jingdezhen Ware

Qianlong Reign  Qing

Green glazed twin-bodied vase with modeled floral design
Jingdezhen Ware

Qianlong Reign  Qing

Vase with golden design on coral-red ground and

“Shen De Tang " mark Jingdezhen Ware

Daoguang Reign  Qing

Blue glazed gourd-shaped vase with three tubes and golden design

Jingdezhen Ware

Xianfeng Reign  Qing

White glazed statue of Avalokitesvara Bodhisattva with

"He Chao Zhong” mark Dehua Ware

Ming

Zisha teapot with a looped handie and “Man Sheng” mark
Yixing Ware

late 18th-early 19th century
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The painted
pottery of the
Majiayao culture, in
the upper Yellow
River region in Gansu
and Qinghai, has a
strong regional
character. Fluently
painted linear designs
give a dynamic effect.
Archaeologists
distinguish four
chronological
subphases in the
pottery of the
Majiayao culture:
Shilingxia, Majiayao,

Banshan, and
Machang.
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BH27cm Of®I13.8cm  JEEI1.8cm

Painted pottery pot with bird pattern
Shilingxia Type of Majiayao Culture (ca.3800 B.C.)
H.27cm Mouth D.13.8cm Base D.11.8cm

#]ATTHI38004F
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Black pottery covered jar with carved pattern

Songze Culture (3800-3200 B.C.)

from Songze, Qingpu, Shanghai.

H.31cm Mouth D.15.4cm Base D.14.9cm

u R 5300 S T A 4 1) R T8 SO R T S 1) — BT A0 2RI SO A, DR 25 47 S DA T I e
B 0 2 bk, 2% 2 M AT HEAL, WEED, AR RIBALYS, DAZI AL A ARAThE SLICERTE.
he Songze culture, named after a village in Qingpu County, Shanghai, is a Neolithic culture of
region south of the lower Yangtze River. It has a red sandy pottery and a grayish-black pottery with
band more clay. Shapes are varied and decorative techniques include modelling, impressing, paint
awork. The most characteristic design is a carved and incised weave pattern.
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Yangshao is the most
important Neolithic
culture in the middle
reaches of the Yellow River
valley. Banpo, Miaodigou,
and Xiwangcun are
chronological subdivisions
of the Yangshao culture
with different pottery types
and different pottery-

making techniques.

The Dawenkou culture and
the Longshan culture have
a different geographic
distribution from the
Yangshao culture. Their
pottery is richly varied and
technically sophisticated.
The so—called black pottery

3oxnxdk () BEILEMRE  AJTHI2800—R124004F
#21.75cm  HA#7.25cm B #6.05cm

Black pottery stem cup with openwork design

late Dawenkou Culture (2800-2400 B.C.)

H.21.75cm Mouth D.7.25cm Foot D.6.05cm




