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General Preface

In its history of more than five thousand years, Chi-
nese culture has undergone a great many upheavals, yet
it is still shining and still nurturing about a fifth of the
world’s population. It is both magnanimous and modest.
In its long history of development it has spread to a vast
area. At the same time it has also absorbed from other
cultures of the world. It is peaceful yet upright, strong
yet stable, gentle yet unadorned, resourceful yet re-
fined, great yet virtuous, old yet new, forever standing
among the cultures of the world.

Any culture of any nation, whether in the East or in
the West, whether large or small, has its own soil and
air by means of which it grows, and its own carrier and
intelligence. Hence it inevitably has its strong points and
weaknesses, its naivete and sophistication. However,
any culture of any nation has the birth right to be and to
prosper, and the obligation to respect the equal rights of
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alien cultures. Every nation needs to learn from other
cultures for its own advancement, and to make the most
of its good qualities to ensure its own existence and to
advance human civilization.

At a time when the twentieth century is coming to a
conclusion and a new century is about to come, the Chi-
nese nation is introspecting itself in order to find its prop-
er position in the future world. The one hundred-volume
A General Record of Chinese Culture presented here repre-
sents a contribution to such introspection for a new China
and a new world.

The entire work consists of ten series and one hun-
dred volumes.

In his T'ong Dian Du You of the Tang Dynasty classi-
fies all knowledge into eight main categories and “takes
into consideration of such categorization in recounting
each event”. He explains that the purpose of such ar-
rangements is to “show reason with examples and to
handle a great subject with ease”. We have borrowed
his methodology and have divided the whole work into
ten series: the historical development of culture in each
period, regional cultures, ethnical cuitures, institutional-
ized culture, education and etiquette, scholarship, sci-
ence and technology, art and literature, religion and
folklore, the exchange between Chinese and other cul-
tures. Each series is made up of ten volumes, which are



