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Today, gentiemen, as |
know that many among you

are interested in the land,
and as | feel that what is

termed “agricultural distress”
is at the present mo-

ment a topic too serious to be

omitted from our con-

sideration, | shall say some
words upon the subject of
that agricultural distress,
and particularly,
because in
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Each crisis must bring
its word and deed.
——— Whittier
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John Ball
BONDMEN AND FREEMEN

1381

When Adam delved and Eve span,
Who was then the gentleman?

From the beginning all men by nature were created
alike, and our bondage or servitude came in by the
unjust oppression of naughty men. For if God
would have had any bondmen from the beginning,
he would have appointed who should be bond, and
who free. And therefore I exhort you to consider
that now the time is come, appointed to us by
God, in which ye may (if ye will)cast off the yoke
“of bondage, and recover liberty. I counsel you
therefore well to bethink yourselves, and to take
good hearts unto you, that after the manner of a
good husband that tilleth his ground, and riddeth
out thereof such evil weeds as choke and destroy
the good corn, you may destroy first the great
lords of the realm, and after, the judges and
lawyers, and questmongers, and all other who
have undertaken to be against the commons. For
so shall you procure peace and surety to yourselves
in time to come; and by despatching out of the way
the great men, there shall be an equality in liber-
ty, and no difference in degrees of nobility; but a
like dignity and equal authority in all things
brought in among you.
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Oliver Cromwell

ON THE DISSOLUTION OF
PARLIAMENT

January 22, 1655

Now to speak a word or two to you. Of that, I
must profess in the name of the same Lord, and
wish there had been no cause that I should have
thus spoken to you! I told you that 1 came with joy
the first time; with some regret the second; yet
now | speak with most regret of all! I look upon
you as having among you many persons that I
could lay down my life individually for. I could,
through the grace of God, desire to lay down my
life for you. So far am I from having an unkind or
unchristian heart towards you in your particular
capacities! I have this indeed as a work most in-
cumbent upon me; this of speaking these things to
you. I consulted what might be my duty in such a
day as this; casting up all considerations. T must
confess, as I told you, that I did think occasional-
ly, this nation had suffered extremely in the re-
spects mentioned; as also in the disappointment of
their expectations of that justice which was due to
them by your sitting thus long. “Sitting thus
long;” and what have you brought forth? I did not
nor cannot comprehend what it is. I would be loath
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to call it a fate; that were too paganish a word.
But there hath been something in it that we had
not in our expectations.

I did think also, for myself, that [ am like to
meet with difficulties; and that this nation will
not, as it is fit it should not, be deluded with pre-
texts of necessity in that great business of raising
of money. And were it not that I can make some
dilemmas upon which to resolve some things of my
conscience, judgment and actions, I should shrink
at the very prospect of my encounters. Some of
them are general, some are more special. Suppos-
ing this cause or this business must be carried on,
it is either of God or of man. If it be of man, I
would T had never touched it with a finger. 1 I had
not had a hope fixed in me that this cause and this
business was of God, I would many years ago have
run from it. If it be of God, He will bear it up. If
it be of man, it will tumble; as everything that
hath been of man since the world began hath done.
And what are all our histories, and other traditions
of actions in {ormer times, but God manifesting
Himself, that He hath shaken, and tumbled down
and trampled upon, everything that He had not
planted? And as this is, so let the All-wise God
deal with it. If this be of human structure and in-
vention, and if it be an old plotting and contriving
to bring things to this issue, and that they are not
the births of Providence — then they will- tumble.



