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ABSTRACT

This dissertation tries to set up a theoretical frame-

work in which American deterrence theories and policies

can be examined in different spheres central, ex-

tended and peripheral; at distinctive phases early
post — war years, the 50s, McNamara years, the 70s
and 80s, and the post cold war era; and by distinguish-
able features- - --pure deterrence (deterrence by punish-
ment based primarily on strategic nuclear weapons),
warfighting deterrence (deterrence by denial based on
both nuclear and conventional warfighting capahilities),
and deterrence with mixed features.

The theoretical evolution is traced from the early
post war years up to the present. The transformation of
the policies is described from the “Massive Retaliation
Strategy”, through “No Cities” / “Counterforce”, “Mu-
tual Assured Destruction”, “Countervailing”, “Strategic
Defense Initiative” strategies, to post cold war “Flexible
and Selective Engagement” strategy. It seems that dur-
ing half century’s transformation, deterrence theories
and policies have been moving in a cycle, getting all the
way back to where they started in the mid 40s. Howev-
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er, this is rather a spiral elevation than a circular repeti-
tion,

One of the conclusions drawn from the analyses in
the dissertation is that the functional area of pure deter-
rence policies, as represented by “Mutual Assured De-
struction” (MAD), has been constantly pushed to the
upper end of the conflict spectrum, until hy late 80s,
MAD concept 1s valid only in a confined sphere of cen-
tral deterrence. On the other hand, warfighting deter-
rence has been gaining ground all the time, not only
dominating the peripheral and extended sphe:res ,» but al-
so pushing its way into the central sphere. _

Another conclusion is that although nuclear deter-
rence has been the core of US military strategy and the
focus of defense planning in the bitter confrontation with
the Soviet Union, the end of cold war has witnessed the
revival of conventional deterrence policies and a renewed
academic interest in conventional deterrence research.

A third conclusion asserts that although deter-
rence, both as a conceptual notion and a policy instru-
ment, has an inherently passive and defensive nature,
its post — war evolutionary process reveals that passive
deterrence policies are constantly redesigned and read-
justed to meet the expansionist needs of post — war
American security interests. Thus, these policies have

acquired a unigue feature of aggressiveness.
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