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Preface

English-language newspapers and magazines from
all over the world are becoming increasingly avail-
able in China nowadays. But it is often disappoint-
ing for a student of English, who may have made
good progress in reading English literature, to find
that much of the vocabulary and structure of jour-
nalistic English is baffling. It is also worth noting
that the student will come across the same problem
when trying to read news reports via the Internet.

In a nutshell, the style of journalistic English dif-
fers from other types of English in its conciseness
of sentence structure. This is because it developed
along with the printed media—newspapers had to
put as much information as possible in restricted
spaces on the page. Another feature of journalistic
English is its use of the latest colloquialisms—to
heighten the sense of talking directly to the reader
and of conveying up-to-the-minute news and infor-
mation.

The study of journalistic English is still in its in-
fancy in China; few college English courses touch
on it. Not surprisingly, there are very few text-
books to which the student can turn for help. Gems



of Journalistic English hopes to fill this gap in a
comprehensive and easily accessible way. It is the
result of a joint effort by Mr Hu Min, a Chinese ex-
pert in the teaching of the English language, and
Mr Paul White, a professional journalist from
England. The book is divided into eight sections,
covering a broad spectrum of newsworthy topics.
Each example has been carefully selected from re-
cent newspapers and magazines as typical of the
way such an item of news or general interest is
phrased in leading journals—a gem, in fact. Every
sentence is translated into Chinese, together with
notes explaining unusual linguistic features and
current usage.

It is the hope of the authors that this book will help
students and others to quickly grasp the idiom of
English journalistic writing, and enter the 21 cen-
tury fully equipped to master the world of informa-
tion available in English language news and feature
reports.

The authors
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POLITICS & WORLD AFFAIRS
L

1.

X

X

1’3 &

The two leaders stated that both countries would develop
good-neighborly and friendly relations on the basis of mutual
respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity, non-aggres-
sion, non-interference in each other’s internal affairs, equali-
ty and mutual benefit and peaceful co-existence.

PSR ASY NESELHYE PS8, 54
BRI, EATHHNBPHFELA S AT AR ER R
WBERF XK

. The country’s stability depends on how well the president

can groom a Successor.
ZTEXEERERRTEABETRIBER -
BA.

: groom,t& B & B ik, BOTF RS,V %,

He accused the prime minister of burnishing his own image

while folding under ressure.

R EH - REENTRSE, - FASHCREME.



BX:

: accuse ALk LR 5 8F & 48K, 40 : He was accused

of theft. (#e# 8L XHM G F);fold, 4R R H5hia A ot
ARW" "B &7 E G, b H L “BSE”; bumishing, &
ERARE BE,

The opposition leader’ s speech stole the headlines from the

government.

s RO RS R AR A L KRk, BT LA,
: AR RAT AR RN AT EH A THRKGEE

RAFH

He said that the release of the men gave the green light to

terrorism.

s AR, BEGX A, S T o B T USSR,
LT ABERFTREBHILED,

The CIA is drawing fire as its director is questioned over
press leaks.
AR IR BB AR LA, OB K IE B 4R R ol 8 e A
BEZHM,

: CIA = Central Intelligence Agency, £ B P J= 4§ R 5 ; draw-

ing fire, R &2 “HBHIEAMIF"; leaks, 4t BRI “wE",

Albright played hardball by walking out of the meeting.

: BURHHELRE BT A B RBREN LI,
: play hardball, & 7= % 8 ( 3. 3%, #3, E 2+ ¥ ), hardball &

T vA i 4EH 573 , 49 : hardball questions, #& & 7 &, EE 4
B 269 M,
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'3 &

While the West goes about its business, Russia gains nothing
by going off into a corner to sulk.

PIHHKRBEITRE, MBRE W — KK, AFHERARE
&‘.%‘AO

: EAGFEFHE: to go about one’ s business # & &

“FAH 4L FH 47 ;80 off into a corer to sulk, A # 2
“AFE —A A EEAEAR"; gain nothing, f+ 4 &k A
1#3),

Blair is unlikely to roll back any of the previous ruling
party’s major economic reforms.

Ai e /R B RASTT BB b B B AT R B K 2 %
FR4,

: previous, A A X R EE XD F A W EE, FHE

FHo

The whiff of scandal, and particularly the cash-for-questions
imbroglio, reminds the electorate that power concentrated in
the hands of a single party for too long tends to corrupt.
REAEAK, i HiX ek RHN KT AERE R, E451H
KEL, HBRUREBER N HEFE—-PEEFPK
BT W,

: a whiff of scandal, —A~/)> )~ 6§ B & ;imbroglio, ¥ # % . %

THieFH,

A group of pragmatists are reorienting Iranian politics as the
revolution fades into history.

FEERIBAE, ~-HEAEXEFEENFPETHE
BOR ) o



12.
E
: holes, #&iH ,
13.

wX:

14.
EX:
: blame. .. for...,4&--- - BET,

15.
X

16.

X :

: reorient 9 EERL“H.oeee E#HME F 6" ;fade into history

AFREAHL”,

Legally, most experts agree, the case has some holes.

ERERIA, NERHABEXRH, XM RTART

The newspaper story was quickly overrun by the White
House spin machine [ public relations team .

WA LR X FHRBREB O RENB" (A EEE
YLK RMEEE T o

:spin WRERGR, £ XLBEE T3] P AH“%KiERT”; pub-

lic relations ‘9 EE A “NX” 2R EFALLEAE, N F.
BAEAXIMEFTABNEAR  ARX R —BKHLA
AMEG DX REABE, A TERTEAAM ML EM,
LA 4 public relations 34 “ & 47,

He blamed leaks for the breakdown in the negotiations.

R A K WA TR F

The negotiators struggled to finalize a deal.
RHASMER MR —EXS

Arabs and Jews alike are increasingly at risk in a climate of
steadily rising tensions.

FE 31 7K 5 S5 A B o )3 — R (BIR) KR F, T R M
(EPNY 2 N2 3=F 5 3 PN:s)



17.
EX:
: bail & T vA B4 3) ), 4= : She was bailed out of prison. (&

18.
X :
: minorities, V¥ Kk, B EX A4 PRS HEEFH

19.

> 3 &
: oversight, BB BE,

" 3 &
21.

X

: climate, RE“A AR, ot I BB RK",

Her husband could be freed on bail within months.
Wb st KA R REFE LD H AR RB K.

IR )

Harassment of minorities remains endemic in some quarters.

FER e 77, B BRI B R K T Rl % AR

“minority ethnic groups”, #: The Uygurs are one of
China’s minority ethnic groups. (& R #%2 P B VY # K%k
Z—)

The setting up of a credible oversight authority has curbed
police brutality.
HT#Y 7 EEN BN, BERR2TER TaH.

The number of complaints is down simply because abused cit-
izens have given up.

BB, HERRAZE L RUFRE,

If Iraq sticks to the road map laid out for it by the United
Nations, sanctions could be lifted without more ado.
MRFH LI TFR G EA XRU BALEE L MR
R X E R .

: road map, i B H; AL EFR RS SERBE

106318



22.

EX:

X :

X :

SHRANXERGNARBREF G, ado £ “HL” . HKR”
#) & %, 4 :much ado about nothing, X ¥4 3,

To ask that companies in such capital-intensive industries as
oil exploration be swayed by the political whims of their
home governments would rock business confidence.

SR A E BT S W RO BRA R K A4 O B
FRAFEREUITUFHAA BRESIEEAE Lo

: capital intensive, % & % % & (technology intensive, ¥ K %

% & ;labor intensive, % 3 % % %) ; oil exploration, 5 i #)
¥, E&:toask EEHFLEME (that. .. ), & P2 EM

A

The plan gives the government a useful tool with which to al-

locate resources optimally.

: X R CABF R AR BRE THRTFE,
: b #iF B Je X L&) 39 optimally % 4E 3b ) (optimize, £

L) ; allocation B E & “ 4 &7, “9Kk”, “R 127, 3 L “HK
£ ;t00l, sbREFECF B,

The bribery scandal sparked a squabble between radicals and

moderates in the parliament.
ETHEAEARSHARMBRERZESIET -5
b,

: radicals, # 38t %k ; moderates, i fo ik .

Recalcitrant backbenchers hamstrung the prime minister’ s
attempt to railroad the bill through the Commons.
AIBABER G BB RATAB T EHRAT I RA T ELX



B :

X

>3 &

TERHEHE,

: backbencher, 3§ % B Tl Bt 2 2 5 HE 69 L 1, BP 538 3 |

(BiEERMENGLENB AR PR LHY T RE AR
AT HE) srailroad, 4L AE 5034, R &R Hy heilid,

To end the war in Bosnia, the West abandoned impartiality

and junked the idea of proportionate response.
HTHHREMEERG  AHFBETAMABHLY, &
FYHHmRMEEK,

: proportionate response,iﬁﬁ)iﬁ ,FE AR G (R F )R F

8 ) S E )-8 oA

The West may accommodate zigs and zags in Russian foreign
policy as the price for helping Yeltsin keep his job.

T ERWFREET R W CBRMT BE—XRH
H By ARG S G IR i

: zig, (AT B HMRFO)REF @, 8L ;zag(BIFATRP

#E6) &4, F & % % ;helping Yeltsin keep his job, # &t
jOb 35"1’*']5(“] lé‘%ﬁ»'{io

Japanese prime ministers tend to have a short shelf life and a
weak brand image.
AEGEEHEEREEAABRTE, MARME RN
Kito

: 6 FF AT HABH A IEIC4E LR, shelf life # brand image,

shelf life, B W R, PHLBLFR LEBHRAHE,
Pl iBH BOOHRERSIX SHMERE LG T U
4% ;brand image, %M £, BB L”, FBA KK
REEFRERM HARIAARLE, XRIAFTEH
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X

31.

EX:
: standard bearer, 3%, 4v:Lu Xun was the standard bearer of

LAFMRFRXZIANLE, A TikikFHE RNERT
ARk, RAE AN RAK B B/ER,

Without thorough-going reform, no amount of tinkering
with the rules will get Mexico out of its murky political
swamp.

BeA R R B, TR B R 48 A (IBUIA B 2% ) 3 0 s T 5
75BN R R VERBUA TR IE PR K .

: thorough-going, 81 &, ; tinker, #f & 18 B} 49 E B R “AMI R,

PR, AR A SR BN

The opposition offered to draw a line under the abuses of the
past, in return for seats in the transitional cabinet.

F xR AR T & PR AU R — SRR R, LA B R B
1 T P PR PR R A

: the opposition = the opposition party, K 3 % (the party in

power, HH ). XA HEWEERAMN LA THAELH M
LR RKAER,

He is the standard bearer of those who still keep faith in the

status quo.

R TRR AN B RETF

the literary revolution. ( & it & X ¥ ¥ 4 63 F); status
quo, I 3K, 47 : to maintain the status quo, 4% 3 I 3k ; keep
faith in 9 4?:? N 1.5#0

If they think that that clinches the argument against deregu-

lation of the economy, they miss a crucial point.



#X:

X

I’ 3 &

X

RAATTA AR BB B R X RO S RV 2R E
HH B AMITTRB AL REEE,

: A FPABA that, F— A REHERBAG )L

B, HARRKENEEG L, EERMHEM, clinch £
W EERA K RS ERER” ; regulation of the econ-
omy ¢ EEA“BHF MY, deregulation &£ regulation #9 K
L33, BP“WKAY ", %4k, ME A control, » macro-eco-
nomic control, X #.2 #@B#

Confidence is the ingredient needed to revive Nigeria’s chas-
tened political fortunes.

MK FEABMEHLERYBEBIE, FOTIR—IMR
AR,

: chastened, 1 & B B 48 2 £ £ %) ; ingredient, #t & 4% 5L

“BE”,

A country’s legal responsibility toward genuine refugees
should not be manipulated for political ends.

— A E R K IE KRBT R E MR @I RN BOS B
ko :

: manipulate, 34 ,

The voter turnout was small and the margin tiny, in contrast
to the previous election, when the Populist Party swamped
the opposition, which was widely touted as a pro-business
lobby.

ERSBERBE, MEARLZWB/D, X5 EREETE BN
MELKERP, FPREUESEHOAERE TR
3, MR R K E R BRI R R ARBERT A,



i*:

B :

37.

L&

10

B FHEMEE R, ATRZEXRZFHREATH
¥, ZMELT 489, #4 which was widely touted
as a pro-business lobby 3 Fr £ & £ 598 b &k ik % R 2t 56 AT
VA~ AR . voter turnout, it K, A& i% % ; pro-business lobby
T4 lobby HHFAEXBE R PO R HAER", L4
L KREAN s pro- A “Feeeee & & 2" 4w This is a pro-U. S.
group. (KR —AF £EBR);widely, /" Z 3 X AKF
K" ;to be touted as, B HE K, .

He rose to prominence under the tutelage of a former prime

minister, and is cosy with the main ministries.
fibfE 7E — LR S FEA R A T B A& R, B R N
Ve R T KRR

: ARRAAF O ERENGTHETSHASHARL L, o

be cosy with, M F ;main ministers, AF2“ L EHR K",

The State Department countered the accusation with a bliz-

zard of statistics purporting to show improvement.
HEGEAARARERA THEE RN RERFE X —
#HH,

: the State Department, ¥ £ B H$ R (MHE FRAEDT L6

SRR ER), KB EF K6 F L2 the State Council ; bliz-
zard, RE“RRAB” “KRE”, 4 $# 3 ; purporting to, H
R A B A" 4 %L, 4 : This book purports to be an original
work but it is actually a compilation. (X & # f # 2 & ¥,
SHRERGEMRGET)

Talks between the two sides, brokered by the U.S. ambas-

sador, have reached a stalemate.



