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Unit One

Text

It is a humorous essay. But after reading it you
will surely find that the author is most serious in writ-

ing it.

IS THERE LIFE ON EARTH?

Art Buchwald

There was great excitement on the planet of Venus this week. For the
first time Venusian scientists managed to land a satellite on the planet
Earth, and it has been sending back signals as well as photographs ever
since.

The satellite was directed into an area known as Manhattan (named
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after the great Venusian astronomer Prof. Manhattan, who first discov-
ered it with his telescope 20, 000 light years ago).

Because of excellent weather conditions and extremely strong signals,
Venusian scientists were able to get valuable information as to the feasibili-
ty of a manned {lying saucer landing on Earth. A press conference was held
at the Venus Institute of Technology.

“We have come to the conclusion, based on last week’s satellite land-
ing, "Prof. Zog said, “that there is no life on Earth.”

“How do you know this?” the science reporter of the Venus Evening
Star asked.

“For one thing, Earth’s surface in the area of Manhattan is composed
of solid concrete and nothing can grow there. For another, the atmosphere
is filled with carbon monoxide and other deadly gases and nobody could
possibly breathe this air and survive. ”

“What does this mean as far as our flying saucer program is con-
cerned?”

“We shall have to take our own oxygen with us, which means a much
heavier flying saucer than we originally planned. ”

“Are there any other hazards that you discovered in your studies?”

“Take a look at this photo. You see this dark black cloud hovering
over the surface of Earth? We call this the Consolidated Edison Belt. We
don’t know what it is made of, but it could give us a lot of trouble and we
shall have to make further tests before we send a Venus Being there. ”

“Over here you will notice what seems to be a river, but the satellite
finding§ indicate it is polluted and the water is unfit to drink. This means
we shall have to carry our own water, which will add even greater weight
to the sgucer.” } ‘

“Sit, what are all those tiny black spots on the photographs?”

“We're not certain. They seem to be metal particles that move along
certain paths. They emit gases, make noise and keep crashing into each
other. There are so many of these paths and so many metal particles that it
is impossible to land a flying saucer without its being smashed by one. ”

“What are those stalagmite projections sticking up?”

“They’re some type of granite formations that give off light at night.

—_— 2 —



Prof. Glom has named them skyscrapers since they seem to be scraping the 40

skies. ”

“If all you say is true, won'’t this set back the flying saucer program

several years?”

“Yes, but we shall proceed as soon as the Grubstart gives us the added

funds.”

“Prof. Zog, why are we spending billions and billions of zilches to

land a flying saucer on Earth when there is no life there?”

“Because if we Venusians can learn to breathe in an Earth atmo-

sphere, then we can live anywhere. ”

humerous /'hjumaras/a.
humer 7.

essay /'esei/n.

excitement 7.

planet /'plaenit/ ».

Venusian /vinjusisn/a.

n.
satellite /'szetolait/ 7.

signal /'signal/n.

astronomer /astronamse/ 7.

telescope /‘teliskaup/ 7.

extremely /ikstrimli/ad.
extreme a.

feasibility /fizobiliti/ .
feasible 4.

manned /meend/ a.

saucer /'so;sa/ 7.

flying saucer n.

New Words

funny; that makes people laugh i BR &9

B, %

the state or quality of being excited

large body in space that moves round a star, esp.
round the sun T2

of or having to do with the planet Venus & & &Y

supposed Venus being &8 A

spacecraft that goes round the planet earth and
sends back radio and television signals; heav-
enly body that goes round a planet ( A) E
B

55 KBS

person who studies the science of the sun,
moon, stars and planets X X ¥ &K

instrument with special glasses used for seeing
distant things

very B, JEH
possibility of being carried out or done G 47 #:

occupied by one or more persons # A K
B KT
KB

—_ 3 —_—
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conference /konforons/ n.

press conference n.

technology /teknolad3zi/ n.

conclusion /konklu:zen/ n.
conclude v.

reporter n.

compose /kam'pouz/ vt.
concrete /'konkrit/ n.

atmosphere /'ztmasfia/ n.

carbon /'kazben/ n.
monoxide /monoksaid/ 7.

deadly a.

gas n.
survive /savaiv/ vi.

ut.

sarvival n.

program n.
concern /kansam/ ut.

oxygen /‘oksidzon/n.

originally /sridzinali/ad.
original q.

hazard /'heezad/ n.

hover /'hava/ vi.

consolidated /koan'solideitid/a.

consolidate vz.
belt /belt/ n.
indicate /‘indikeit/ vt.
indication n.
pollute /paluzt/vr.

meeting

meeting arranged by an important person to
which news reporters are invited to listen to a
statement or ask questions ICEHFE

Es S

decision or opinion reached by reasoning £5#

person who gathers news for a newspaper, mag-
azine, or radio or TV station iC#&

make up, form HK, &

building material made by mixing cement with
sand, small stones and water IR ¥ 1

all the gases round the earth; air in a place X
;8K

773

—E 4y

causing death; likely to cause death B #r i

Sk

remain alive; continue to live or exist 1% T 3 ; 3
=3

remain alive after; live longer than 255 -5 %
HE H---FBEK

plan of what is to be done it 2]

be of importance or interest to; have an effect on
R, XRE

.45

formerly &%, JF 3k

danger
stay in or near one place in the air f&JE
united; combined B4 )

area that has some special quality; zone (b))

show

make (air, water, soil, etc.) dirty with man-
made waste 75 3¢
—_— 4 —_—



pollution .
unfit /'Anfit/a.
particle /'patikl/ n.
emit /imit/ vt.

emission 7.
crash /kreef/v.

smash /smee[/ v.

stalagmite /'steclogmait/ n.

projection /pradzek[on/ n.
project v.

type /taip/ n.

granite /'greenit/ n.

formation /fomeifon/n.

skyscraper /'skaiskreipa/n.

scrape /skreip/vt.
proceed /prosi:d/ vi.

fund /fand/ n.

billion /biljon/ 7.
zilch /ziltf/n.

(be) known as

name after

as to

base on / upon

for one thing... (for an-
other)

be composed of

as far as...be concerned

stick up

give off

set back

not good enough; not suitable
BT OB
send out #UX , §f th

fall or strike suddenly, violently and noisily 8
% R

(cause to) break into pieces violently (f#f )%

%

sth. that stands out from a surface (™ H{ ¥

a particular kind, class or group 2% | #2&

hard grey stone used for building 1€ 5 &

sth. that is formed; way in which sth. is formed
EB (W)

very tall building BE X FB%

rub with sth. rough or sharp #|, #§

continue after having stopped ()5 ) 4% & i#
7

sum of money set apart or available for a special
purpose & ; B &

one thousand million

zero; nothing at all
Phrases & Expressions

also publicly called; named LA+ 45 , & % 4 M
give the same name as LA B F 4

about, concerning % F

use as a basis or foundation for PA--- 3 Rl, 8-
in the first place. . . (in the second place)

#*TF

have as members or parts Hi---4 i,

to the degree that it matters to 8- i 5

stand upright; project B 3 ; 25

emit; send out & i ; R H

delay the advance or development of ELi ; B 73
—_— 5 R



Proper Names

Art Buchwald /‘at butfweld/ BR] 4 - A AT IR TR
Venus /'vinas/ &8
Manhattan /msenhaeten/ SMmE AT LK)
Zog /zog/ A (R ER)
Edison /'edison/ Fil A (REER)
Glom /glom/ B m(HR)
Notes

L. Art Buchwald (1925 - ): well-known humor columnist (B4 BR EEAEXK) for
the Washington Post ({42 BRMERR)).

2. Manhattan: the commercial and cultural center of New York City, famous for its
tall buildings and theaters.

3. 20,000 light years ago: A light year is the distance that light travels in one year,
about 6 trillion (6, 000, 000, 000, 000) miles. Art Buchwald is being humorous
when he deliberately (ﬂﬁﬁﬁ) says “20, 000 light years ago”. The intended
meaning is only “a very, very long time ago.”

4. Consolidated Edison Belt: There is a radiation zone ($854%7) encircling (¥7%%)
the earth, called the Van Allen Belt (FE &£ 5 # ). Consolidated Edison is the
company that makes and supplies electricity for much of eastern New York State.
They burn a lot of coal, which makes air polluted. Here Buchwald uses the Con-
solidated Edison Belt to suggest that the company is burning so much coal and cre-
ating such air pollution that there is a belt of coal dust and smoke encircling the
planet earth.

5. Grubstart: In American English there is a word “grubstake”, which means money
supplied to a prospector (#RH # ) on the condition of sharing in whatever he
finds. Here the author has changed “grubstake”into “Grubstart” to mean a sup-
posed government agency (#L#) in charge of supplying funds to scientific re-
search programs. ‘

6. ...spending billions and billions of zilches. .. : “zilch” is a slang word ({Hi&1d))
meaning zero or nothing. In our text it is used as if it were a monetary unit such
as yuan or dollar. A native speaker would immediately see the humor in spending
billions and billions of nothings.



Study & Practice

\.

atmosphere compose conclusion conference crash

deadly emit extremely feasibility fund
hazard indicate  originally pollute proceed
signal smash survive type unfit

Words to Drill

Reading Aloud and Memorizing

I . Read the following paragraphs until you learn them by heart:

There was great excitement on the planet of Venus this week. For the first

time Venusian scientists managed to land a satellite on the planet Earth, and it

has been sending back signals as well as photographs ever since.

The satellite was directed into an area known as Manhattan (named after

the great Venusian astronomer Prof. Manhattan, who first discovered it with his

telescope 20, 000 light years ago).

Because of excellent weather conditions and extremely strong signals, Venu-

sian scientists were able to get valuable information as to the feasibility of a

manned flying saucer landing on Earth. A press conference was held at the Venus

Institute of Technology.

Comprehension of the Text
I . Choose the best answer for each of the followmg

1. During the week of great excitement the Venusian scientists succeeded in get-

ting important information as to

a.
b.
c.

d.

the feasibility of landing a satellite on Earth.

the possibility of making a first-rate flying saucer.

the feasibility of sending a Venus Being to Earth.

the possibility of directing a flying saucer into Manhattan.

2. According to Prof. Zog, the Venusians will have to take their own oxygen

with them when they carry out their flying saucer program because

__7__



a. they need it on their way to the planet of Earth.

b. the Earth’s atmosphere is filled with deadly gases.

¢. oxygen is far from enough in the area of Manhattan where the saucer is to
land.

d. there is no air on the planet of Earth.

. The “dark black cloud” on the photograph alludes to (#&$§)

a. the polluted air hovering over the surface of Earth.
b. the mass of tiny drops of water floating above Earth.
c. the mass of small things moving through the air.

d. the dark clouds gathering before a storm breaks.

. The “tiny black spots”on the photographs refer, in fact, to

a. planes flying over Manhattan.

b. rockets (:K#f) being launched into space.

c. fire engines ($ K %) carrying firemen to a fire.
d. vehicles (%8) moving along streets.

- What, according to Prof. Zog, will set back the flying saucer program several

years?

a. The discovery of the stalagmite projections sticking up.

b. The Grubstart’s refusal to give the scientists added funds.

¢. The Venusians’ failure to learn to breathe in an Earth atmosphere.

d. The various hazards that Venusian scientists discovered in their studies.

. Venusian scientists discovered several hazards

a. during their long years of study of the planet Earth.

b. when they studied the information sent back by the satellite.
c. shortly after the press conference held at an institute.

d. long before working out the flying saucer program.

. The author wishes to call our attention to the fact

a. that modern man has polluted his environment (¥%) to such an extent
that he might destroy himself if he went on like this.

b. that there is no point in spending billions and billions of zlches to land a
flying saucer on Earth.

c. that pollution has become so serious a problem on Earth that even Venu-
sians find life there unbearable.

d. that it is difficult, if not altogether impossible, to land a manned flying
saucer on Earth.

. The tone of this essay is

a. calm and objective (ZIH)).
b. serious and thought-provoking (& ABEE ).
—_— 8 PR—



