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A Before Reading

1 Here are some important sentences from the first chapter of
The Bonetti Inheritance.
(a) Which order should they be in?
(b) What do you think happens in this chapter?
(c) What do you think happens in the rest of the story!
[] s an agreement that must be kept secret.’
[1 Atarge white Mercedes drove into the square.
] Itwas three o’clock in the aftemoon and the restau-
rant was almost empty.
[] He was tall and handsome and he was wearing an
expensive suit.
[] ‘Come with me and Il explain.”
] Mario was always trying to find ways of making
more money.
2 Look at the back cover. Two men are talking. The picture

below is from a later part of the story. The two men are talk-

ing again. What are they saying to each other?
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A Special Business Agreement

It was three o'clock in the afternoon and the restaurant was
almost empty. The last customers were finishing their meals.
The waiters were quietly clearing the plates and glasses from the
tables. Mario Bonetti, the owner of the restaurant, was sitting
outside in the sunshine and drinking coffee.

The restaurant was in a little square. The square had a foun-
tain in the middle. Mario listened to the sound of the fountain.
It was a pleasant, gentle sound. The town was quiet now. The
shopkeepers were resting after lunch. They would open again at
half past three. Mario sat drinking his coffee and thinking. He was
thinking, as usual, about money.

Mario was a successful businessman. He owned the best and
most expensive restaurant in town. He was successful, but he was
greedy. Mario was always trying to find ways of making more
money.

A large white Mercedes drove into the square and stopped
outside the restaurant. A man in his forties got out. He was tall
and handsome and he was wearing an expensive suit. His name
was Luca Pagani. Pagani was well-known in the town because he
was a member of the Town Council. As a councillor, he knew lots
of important people. If you were in business, Pagani was a useful
man to know .

Mario looked up. He was pleased to see Pagani.

‘You're late for lunch,” Mario said. ‘The chef will be going
home soon. But 'm sure we can get something for you.’

‘Don’t worty,’ said Pagani. ‘| haven’t come for lunch. Is there
a place where we can talk?

‘Sit down,’ said Mario, pointing to the chair opposite him.

‘Not here,’ said Pagani. ‘I want to talk to you in private.’

3



The Bonetti Inheritance

‘Oh,’ said Mario. ‘Come with me.’

They went into a small room at the back of the restaurant. It
was Mario’s office. Mario closed the door and the two men sat
down.

‘“What can | do for you? asked Mario.

‘First of all, you must promise me something,’ said Pagani.

‘And what's that? asked Mario.

‘“You must keep this conversation a secret.’

*Of course. What do you want to talk about?

‘About business.’

Mario looked at Pagani for a moment. He was interested.

‘I'd like to make an agreement with you,” Pagani said. ‘A
special business agreement. You could make a lot of money.’

Mario’s eyes shone with greed.

‘Are you interested?’ asked Pagani calmly.

‘Oh vyes, certainly,” Mario said.

‘I said the agreement was a special one,’ sand Pagani. ‘You
understand what that means, don’t you?

Mario knew what Pagani meant. But he said, ‘Please explain.’

‘It’s an agreement that must be kept secret. You must tell no
one about it, or there'll be trouble.”

‘With the police? asked Mario.

‘Perhaps,’ said Pagani. ‘Are you still interested? There won't
be much danger for you. And you can make a lot of money.’

‘How much? asked Mario.

‘A fortune. You could buy ten restaurants like this.’

Mario smiled. ‘And there isn’t much danger, you say.’

“Very little danger,’ said Pagani. ‘All we have to do is keep
quiet and be careful.’

“Then I'm interested, said Mario. ‘You have my promise.
I'll keep quiet. Now, tell me, what is this special business
agreement?”

‘It's simple,” said Pagani. ‘But first let me show you a few
things. Come with me and I'll explain.’ -
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A Piece of Land

agani drove out of the town. They passed some factories on a

main road and Pagani stopped the Mercedes. On their left,
there were a few houses. On the other side of the road, there was
flat, open ground. There were no fences around the ground and it
looked deserted .

‘Do you know who owns this land? asked Pagani.

‘No,” said Mario. ‘Isn’t it council property?”

Pagani shook his head. ‘Oh, no. This land belongs to a big
international computer company.’

‘I see,” said Mario. And then he added, ‘Or rather, | don t see.
What's this got to do with our special business agreement?”

‘This computer company is going to build its main office here.
There'll be tall office blocks on this land. And there’s also going
to be a new research centre .’

‘Oh,’ said Mario. He did not understand why Pagani was
telling him this.

‘More than two thousand people will work here,’ Pagani
continued. ‘About eighteen thousand people are now living in
this town. Another two thousand families will come to live here.
Think what a difference that will make.’

‘I'll mean more work for everyone.’

‘Exactly,” said Pagani. ‘The town will need new shops,
schools, houses . . . And the price of houses and land will go up.’

‘Of course,’ agreed Mario.

‘The price of land,’ continued Pagani, ‘will soon be twice as
much as it is now.’

‘The more land you own the better!” said Mario, smiling.

‘And if you buy land at the present price, you'll make a lot of
money later — a very big profit.’
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