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THE ABSTRACT OF THE BOOK

The Liangzhu Culture, which was fourishing during a period 5300 — 4000 years ago, is
the most important archeological culture of the Neolithic age on the south bank of the
lower reaches of the Yangtse River and around the areas of Taihu Lake. The Liangztu
Site, which located at the central site area, was very rare in the world for its wide coy-
erage and intact preservation. The outstanding achievements of the Liangzhu Culture
featured the following:

The Jade Culture symbolizing the ceremonial system;

The social organization system for major projects and large scale farming production:
The consecutive ploughing representing agricultural activities; K
The handicraft industry with silk, jade and black pottery us its main business, or
The budding of the commerce .

There were a great variety of the jade wares in the Liangzhu Culture period. Seme were
in the shapes of the production implements while some others expressed worship of the
Sun and bird gods. It is believed that the jade tuhe "Cong” was the symbol of the po-
litical power, the jade disk “Bi", the symbol of the financial power, and the jade axie
“Yue”, the symbol of military power.The Jade Culture, the carliest mental culture
system of independent morphology in China, is different from ordinary material culture
system formed after the labor tools while indicating the classification of spirits by the
human beings in antique times. The jade Culture also provides evidence to the estab-
lishments of the quasi ~ state system with a combination of politics and religion, and to
the appearance of the nobility .

With high efficiency, the agriculture of consecutive ploughing made it possible to engage
in mass production of surplus products, thus creating conditions for the development of
the Jade Culture. ‘The agriculture also promoted the pottery industry.

Compared with the painted pottery, the black pottery of unique characteristics is very
special for its simplicity and elegance. A series of the tripod “Ding”, stem “Dou” and
jar "Hu" were the original symbol models of the important bronze tripods of the states
in China's earliest dynasties, namely Xia, Shang and Zbou.

Liangzhu Culture was mainly an integral factor of Chinese civilization. It was the crys-
tallization of wisdom from Chinese ancients. But afterwards, it withered away due to the
prostrate creation of the ancients.
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