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SUMMARY

The art of gardens was created for
pleasure-seeking rulers their political require-
ments. Past Emperors had their palaces built
with gardens. During the 3000 years from
the Shang Dynasty ( 16th ~ 11th Century
B. C. ) to the Qing Dynasty ( 1636A.D. ~—
1911A.D. ) , innumerable famous gardens
were  constructed , some of which were
“Lingtai” in the Zhou Dynasty (11th Century
B.C. — 221 B.C.) , *“Afanggong” in the
Qin Dynasty ( 221B.C. ~ 206B.C. ) ,
“Ganquanyuan” in the Han Dynasty ( 206
B.C. —~ 220A.D. ) , “Huaqinggong” in the
Tang Dynasty (618 A.D. —~ 907 A.D. ) ,
“Jinmingchi”in the Song Dynasty (960 A. D.
~~ 1269 A.D. ) and “Summer Palace”in the
Qing Dynasty (1636 A.D. — 1911 A.D.).
Apart from the famous large imperial
gardens, many others, smaller ones , like
glittering  jaspers were laid within the
palaces, according to the Emperors’/ orders.
Most of them were damaged during dynasty
changes and the turmoils of ensuing wars.
The remaining ones, intactly préserved till
now, are only those in the Forbidden City.

They are.; the Imperial Garden, the Garden

of Cining Palace, the Garden of Jianfu
Palace and the Garden of Ningshou Palace.

The Imperial Garden is located at the

" northern end of the north-south axis of the

Forbidden City, with Qinandian Hall in the
centre and almost symmetrically planned
buildings on the east and the west side. All
structures are leaning against walls except
ingeniously planned pavilions built in the
courtyard. The garden is quite informal and
spacious, adorned with trees and flowers .
planted in the Ming Dynasty ( 1368 ~

1644 ) , particularly Dbeautiful ancient
cypresses and Chinese scholartrees , \'together
with a number of fantastic rocks, and
miniature potted trees, the garden 1ooks very
luxuriant.

The Garden of Cining palac'e is situated
to the southwest of Cining palace, once the
residence of a Queen Dowager. The
structures in  the garden are  orderly
positioned and symmetrically arranged on

both sides of the north-south axis. In some

of the buildings there are - many statues of

‘Buddhas. Ponds, rocks,rockeries and delicate

decorations in the structures offer a strong




feeling of a real garden.

The Garden of Jianfu Palace is marked
by its magnificent structures, with adjoining
buildings, windi?flg corridors, piled rockeries
and towering ancient trees. Unfortunately, it
was completely destroyed by fire before
Emperor Puyi, the last one of the Qing
Dynasty, moved out of the Forbidden City.

The ‘Garden of Ningshou Palace was
built for Emperor Qianlong ( 1736A.D. -~
1795A. D. ) himself after his return from
Southern China. The techniques of private
gardens was introduced from the south.
Varied in structures,rich in style, outstanding
in - making use of original topography ,
unsymmetric in shapes, exquisite in interior
decorations, the garden warrants évery—
one ’s admiration. The rockeries, pavilions
and verandas are unique. They give the
garden an air of magnificence and ingenuity.

Through numerous on-the-spot inves-
tigations, surveys and analyses of the above
mentioned four gardens, this book not only
introduces the art of those gardens in the
form of photographs and surveys, but also
makes a  theoretical study of  their
characteristics. With illustrations and ex-
planations, the book serves as an important

source of reference.
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