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Preface 3

Preface

Song Baorui
Governor of Sichuan Province

The human civilization, after having experienced the harsh temper of {ire and
iron, quickened its advance in recent two centuries. It went through the machine age
in the 19th century, and then flashily entered the age of electronics and atom. It has
been developing very rapidly especially in recent 30 years. Now it will soon get into
the information age in the 21st century. This is the computer age. Once the internet
links different parts of the world, people’s value on nations and countries will change
and the independent relation between economy and time and space will become much
less important. Information as a kind of resources will gradually become “globalized”
and individualized, people will seek for the realization of their new hope and honor.
Once this information is transformed into material and spiritual wealth, the national
synthetic strength would be greatly enhanced.

Today, China’ s market economy develops rapidly under the socialist system with
Chinese characteristics. It has awakened the conscience for survival and development
existing in different regions and different trades, meanwhile it has also formed a me-
chanics of competition among them. Only the fittest survives in this economic tide, a
tide which would sweep away all the old concepts as the idea of being neighbors with-
out visiting each other until their death, the fog-in-well mentality of self-centered
people and the psycho of inertia and incompetence. In this sense, only those far-sight-
ed people who are ready to go with historical development, to accept new ideas, to
learn new scientific knowledge and those people who start their undertaking by rely-
ing on their own ability, credit, diligence and hard work can have a bright futrue.

It 1s the first important prerequisite for all regions and trades to keep mutual un-
derstanding in seeking for survival and development. Mutual understanding nieans
that each supplies information that others need so that they can find out the projects
profitable to both of them by screening the information, choosing the best from them
and put them into use. In a word, no matter what they do, they need information to
advertise themselves, to call for clients, to carry out production and market their

products or just to make investment to get interests.
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However, it is not easy to get information of all aspects about such a big develop-
ing country as China is, which has rich natural resources, plentiful labor resources and
wide markets. Even a man of wide experience only knows something of some big and
medium-sized cities, whereas China’s basic administrative unit is county. There are
more than 2,500 counties in China’s territory of 9.6 million squarc kilometers. In-
deed, it ts difficult to know them all,even impossible for common people. The similar
thing happens in our daily life. We are familiar with people of the same circle of our
profession. but we know little about people beyond this bound even though they are
fellow townsmen or neighbors. This does not fall in with our modern life.

Being confronted with this difficult prolbem, we began our plan to compile the
large reference book A Complete Guide to Business in China with Sketch Maps two
years ago with an attempt to resolve it. It is intended to offer a help to the reading
public in knowing and understanding China,so that they would delicate their love to
China and make contribution to constructing China. .

- The texts and maps are in juxtaposition in this book. The texts fall into 11
columns accounting for each county’s location, administrative division , configuration,
natural resources, industries, key enterprises, commercial centers, special local prod-
ucts, departments of education, culture, scientific research and public health, trans-
portation and commnications, scenic spots and places of interests, telephone numbers
of government offices. We try our best to make the texts less in words but rich in
content, highly generalized but specially specific, so that the readers can get a lot of
Information by spending little time. The maps indicate the main streets, the business
quarters, the well-known department stores, hospitals, post offices, stations, wharves,
bocking offices for plane tickets, or the local telephone numbers. This kind of maps
are sketch maps which differ from the maps drawn to scale, which indicate the main
streets of the towns or cities so as to give the users a general picture of where they
are. Of course it does not mean he can find any place from the maps without asking
the natives. As the Chinese proverb goes: “If you want to know what happens in the
mountains, you have to ask the wood cutters. "Even if he has a most detailed map in
hand, he has to consult the local people. A guide to all the cities and county towns is
just like an information network,a highly condensed data, which puts up a cross-over
bridge to anywhere for the people of different trades and different regions, and makes
them far-sighted. No matter where they are , they can easily find out the information
they need from this book, such as the number one mine of gold, silver, diamond, the
number one oil and gas field, the largest forest and rare animal farm, the number one

production bases of grain, cotton, cil crops, vegetables, fruits and marine products.
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They can also find out from it a variety of industries in textile, machine building,
chemical engineering, building material and food, and quite a number of key enter-
prises of them. Besides, it will also bring them to the various markets where they can
find the world-known specialties. It can also make them possible to appreciate the fas-
cinating places of interests and scenic spots at home or consult the outstanding schol-
ars in cultural and educational fields without stepping out their houses. In a word,
having this book in hand, they will not only know all about China but also be deeply
moved by China which is so vast,so beautiful and so richly endowed and they will be
aroused an ardent love for her and a feeling to make contribution to her construction.

There are not a few of books similar to it. Examples are Atlas of China , A Dic-
tionary of China’ s Cities , A Complete Collection of Chinese Firms in Commerce and
Industry, A Dictionary of China’ s Counties and Cities, Atlas of Chinese Cities
with ZIP Codes . In addition, there is a lot of catalogues of the titles and names falling
into trades or specialties. To some extent, they play a role in providing information.
But,on the one hand, they have become outdated as time goes by,on the other they
are not so useful for reference because they are incomplete and unsystematic, contain-
ing in it only the information of cities of prefecture level and higher, with less or even
without the records of counties and the cities of its same level.

Having extensively accepted the good merits of other books of thd same kind
and avoided their shortcomings, the compilers compiled the present book in a creative
way. It is superior in three aspects. First, the information is the latest. The collection
work continued until the spring of 1997. Second, it is comprehensive and systematic
in content. It covers 2,534 counties, prefectures and cities (including those of Tai-
wan , Hong Kong and Macaw areas), with no one omitted. Third, it is concise and
useful. The hrief introduction to each county is illustrated by a map, which makes the
readers clear at a glance. It is the first book which is all-inclusive, systematic, accurate
and useful in content.

In order to make this guide exact in content, the compilers expecially invited the
secretariats and the offices of local records of 333 governments of prefectures of the
whole country to go over its manuscript, 84 % of whom did the work seriously and
conscientiously. They added what is needed and canceled what is unnecessary, even
prepared new draft for it. They all gave enthusiastic support and encouragement. A
letter from the office of Yulin Prefecture, Guangxi Province, says: “You have done a
very significant work. " Another letter from the local records office of Jixi Municipali-
ty, Heilongjiang Province, says: “You have done a thing worth admiring. [t will play

an inestimable role in promoting the economic prosperity of different parts of the
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country. The General Office of Chengdu Municipal Government spoke to the com-
pilersover the telephone: “If you come across anything you are not clear about
Chengdu,don’ t hesitate to contact us. We are ready to do anything you need at any
time. "All of the editorial staff felt tremendously excited to hear such words of sup-
port and encouragement which are just like rain in a long drought. It may be said that
this guide could not be completed without the hard work done by more than 300 au-
thors and the persons who went over the manuscripts. We hereby avail ourselves of
this opportunity to renew to them: the assurances of our highest consideration and ex-
press our hearty thanks to them. From its planning to its appearance, more than 50
people from our cditorial department and Sichuan Research Institute of Geography
continued working for this guide for two and half a year, forgetting their holidays.
They discussed cvery particular with great consideration and made three different
drafts of both its words and sketch maps before they had it in final form. The ladies
in the photo composition and typesetting department never got tired of making
changes in composing and typesetting. Qur friends who were concerned with this
guide went around campaigning for its publishing ,making a selfless offer as a tribute.
Although we were in great financial straits, we did not ask for a single copper from
govenments at different levels or from any firms under any signboard, conscientiousty
maintaining the good image of a state-run publishing house. All of us cherished an
unanimous desire: to make a contribution to China’s economic construction.

This guide also has some shortcomings. Some local governments did go over the
findal proofs for various reasons. In the sections whose final drafts were not gone over
by the local governments but by the compilers, information may seem cutdated, even
worse, some errors may exist. But anyhow, one flaw can not obscure the splendor of
the jade——the defects of this guide can not obscure its virtues. Moreover, China’s
construction is forging ahead and bring about changes day after day, it is very hard to
follow the changing situation. So we have to leave this shortcoming to overcome in
the next edition.

In early next century when China’s information highway is in shape and com-
puter comes to common people”’ s house, this book, just like woodcut and type, will
leave its historical stage and be left in a collection house because it is quite easy then
for the next generation to complete a huge project, a project as to compile A Guide to
China’ s Town and Teonship including several ten thousands of townships, several
hundred thousands of villages.

The information age has shed its first light,and a fresh new era is on its way.
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