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A Friend in Need'

F or thirty years now I have been studying my fellow-
men. I do not know very much about them.I should cer-
lainly hesitate to engage a servant on his face, and yet I
suppose it is on the face that for the most part we judge
the persons we meet.? We draw our conclusions from the
shape of the jaw, the look in the eyes, the contour of the
mouth. Iwonderifwearemore often right than wrong.
Why novels and plays are so often untrue to life is because
their authors, perhaps of necessity, make their characters
all of a piece.® They cannot afford to make them self-
contradictory, for then they become incomprehensible,
and yet self-contradictory is what most of us are. We
are a haphazard bundle of inconsistent qualities. In
books on logic they will tell you that it is absurd to say
that yellow is tubular or gratitude heavier than air; but
in that mixture of incongruities that makes up the self
yellow may very well be a horse and cart and gratitude
the middle of next week. | I shrug my shoulders when
people tell me that their first impressions of a person are
always right. I think they must have small insight or
great vanity. For my own part I find that the longer
1 know people the more they puzzle me: my oldest friends

1. AFriend in Need: HH#%i% *“A friend in need is a
friend indeed” —“B ML A B RPE E L EEHL AR,
ERARIBA, RLEmAHNITEHBAR: XEIHTHEN —
B e, FE R B i tas R, 2. itis onthe face that ...
we meet: (35 -~ Y8 on the face By “it is ..
that .. &i#; 0818 the R RBI7REEA, HE AR it
BOCHMRT G ot 0 GRS AT MR B
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£, BREMBIES, NLRRIEZ TS ERHEA R
L RREDEHCADEBEA— k. 2 BTG, BiF
ERAFBE, RFRHEADSR QET SN, EAE
Bk, \BRAFERT, TRXEHAXHRE T
FBf. ARFH—BMNE& SR RIS, BT 8%,
MBRRGEEROREUEHZHETRS, BRNE
By, {0, ZEMIR B RATL A R RGIR A fhoh , 3 B EOAT AB
R— LD k4, TR R T RM= M, mRH
CATRBUER A B KRR BRI, RS
B, REXHAFELS REAK. SRATKR, RE
B, N E—A AR AR, AR BB R R, RE

THEHEE, We EXEEZRAM,. AP —2BBRIBEAE
WLEUA RS “T7 R, 3. all of apiece: (1) &
—He CBh) iy; R — i AT BN, 4. yet self-contr-
adictory ... are: (i) X/ MMRIET RiF selfcontradictory
HEESE—QEEFR; 9T HIIEE—4 what R4y, X
FADTUERE— I MRIEEGER: £HEAFREH N 4.
yet most of us are self-contradictory.
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