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PREFACE

This brief text, like others in the Nutshell series,
is intended primarily for the use of law students and
practitioners. In addition, it may serve as ancillary
reading in appropriate undergraduate courses. The
space limitations imposed by the goal of providing “a
succinct exposition of the law” have made it neces-
sary to abbreviate the discussion of some subjects
and to exclude other subjects entirely. The main
focus of the text is on fourteenth amendment case
law, but I have generally omitted treatment of crim-
inal procedure problems, which are ably discussed in
Isreal & LaFave, Criminal Procedure in a Nutshell,
and of the first amendment, which is a subject for
another book. Similarly, in setting forth the statu-
tory law, the text concentrates on certain major de-
velopments described in chapters seven and eight,
but more detailed coverage of some of the statutes
can be found elsewhere. See, e.g., Player, Employ-
ment Discrimination Law.

It should be obvious that for law students a text in
the field of constitutional law must serve as a sup-
plement to, and not as a substitute for, the careful
reading of Supreme Court opinions. Nevertheless,
students and practitioners may find a textbook help-
ful in understanding the cases and in analyzing
them critically. With this in mind, I have at some
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PREFACE

points tendered my own analysis of issues—not with
any purpose to indoctrinate the reader, who must of
course reach his or her own judgment, but merely to
stimulate deliberation and debate. However, if a
student’s analytical skills are to be sharpened in this
process, it is essential that close attention be given
to what the Supreme Court has said and done.

I am indebted to my research assistant, Gregg
Walters, for his diligent work on various parts of
this book.

In order to facilitate early publication of this vol-
ume, it has been necessary to treat most of the cases
decided near the end of the 1996 Term only briefly
and to set June, 1997 as the cutoff date for material
included in the text.
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