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1. THIS IS VERY GOOD VALUE
FOR YOUR MONEY

As Bill was about to' start a job in a shop, the owner
thought it necessary to explain to him what he was to do, and
how he was to set about *the work,

“ Now, " he said, “suppose a customer comes in and asks
for something we haven’t got, don’t go saying you haven’t got
it!”

“So what must I say? "asked Bill.

“Er ... well, say you’ ve got something else of a very
high quality, you know the sort of® thing.”

Saying this the owner of the shop went upstairs to the of-

fiCeo

= =
C_AE ?a QQL
70

g
2l ,
Soon, however, he had to rush back® as he heard a dread-

- ' ‘»
ks o
ful noise coming from the shop and some words which he could
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vaguely remember from his army days. And indeed, as he got
down, he saw a high-ranking officer bawling at® the shop assis-
tant (at Bill, of course) and cursing badly.

“ What’s happened?!” asked the owner.

“A fine sort of shop assistant you’ ve got here! I asked him
for some toilet paper and he answered he hadn’t got paper, but
suggested [ should take some sand paper instead, very good val-

ue for my money. Can you beat that®?!”
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2. set about F;HFF
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3.sortof FpA;AF

4. rush back I fHI %

5. bawl at KW, KM

6. best v. AT;TW;EEEEL  Can you beat that?  #REF
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A. Answer these questions:

1. What did the owner of the shop tell Bill to do?

2. Did Bill do as he was told? What happened then?

3. Why did the owner of the shop have to rush back a moment later?

4. Why did Bill suggest that it was very good value for his customer’s
money 1o buy some sand paper instead of toilet paper?

B. What words in the story mean the opposite of:

1. unnecessary 2. downstairs 3. pleasant 4. clearly

5. forget



2.GEORGE WASHINGTON

This happened in America. Mr. Adams came home after
a hard day’s work and found Mrs. Adams in tears' .

“What’s the matter, darling?” he asked.

“Frank’ s broken the window in the sitting-room and his
marks at school haven’ t improved at all*.1’ ve spoken to his
teacher and he thinks something must be done about it. He's
been doing very badly indeed.”

“Frank, you bad boy!” shouted Mr. Adams, looking an-
grily at his son. “When George Washington was your age he
was top of> his class!”

Frank looked up* and answered:

“And when George Washington was your age, dad, he
was President of the United States of America!”
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. Answer these questions:
. What did Mr. Adams find when he came home one day?
. Why was Mrs. Adams in tears?
. What did the teacher think about all this?
. Why did Frank’s father mention Washington?
. Was Frank’s answer out of his father’s expectation?
. Which words or phrases in the story mean the opposite of :
worsen 2. whisper 3. happily 4. bottom
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3.A PAIR OF FOOLS

Colonel! Stone had always thought he was extremely
clever. “If I weren’t such a brainy guy,” he mused?, “should [
be a colonel?”, or”lf I weren’t intelligent, would my subordi-
nates> obey my orders?”To cut a long story short, he had been
quite satisfied with* himself until recently.Now everything was
changed. Young Lieutenant’ Faith was to blame®.He was the
fly in the ointment’ . . .He would come up to him with an inno-
cent look in his eyes and ask, “Do you know what the speed of
light is, sir?”and then: “I beg to differ®, sir, shall we bet on’
it?"Other bets followed and Colonel Stone found himself in a
rather awkward situation'® . Not only did he begin to think of
himself as an ignorant old fool, but his financial situation went
from bad to worse!'! . “If this sort of thing goes on, "he thought,
“I’ll have an inferiority complex!'?.”

He got in touch with Colonel Help, a friend of his, and
told him everything.

“Send him to me! I will teach the impudent fellow a les-
son’31”said Colonel Help.

The next day, as the young man appeared in his study,
the colonel smiled and said:

“Lieutenant Faith, I believe, what are you staring at'* me
for?!”

“Er...well, sir, I’ ve just noticed you're colour-blind!®
and I’m thinking that...”
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“What?! 1 colour-blind?!! Don’t be an ass! 1"

“Yes, this morning you put on a pair of pink pants'® with-
out realizing it!”.”

“I can bet you 200 dollars my pants are white,” said the
colonel with a malicious'® smile.

“I accept the bet,”said the lieutenant, “though I hate de-
priving you of'? your money.”

“Depriving me of my money?! Let’s check on®® that!!”
said the high-ranking officer and pressed his finger on a but-
ton. The group of officers that entered the room a few seconds
later saw an unusual sight: their commanding officer was
standing in the middle of the room, waving his trousers, and
roaring: “What colour are my pants?!”

“White! "answered all the officers who could hardly believe
their eyes and ears.

“Snow white, “echoed Lieutenant Faith.

“You’ ve lost 200 dollars, young man, it serves you
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right?'1”

He snatched the receiver, dialed the right number and told
Colonel Stone what had happened.

“You are a class of your own??! I’ ve never met such a fool
as you are! "roared a voice at the other end, “hasn’t it occurred
to you he had a jolly*® good reason for losing 200 dollars? You
see, he bet me 1,000 dollars he would make you take off your
trousers the moment he saw you. What an ass you are! [

should have known!!”
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