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The Athenians never were known to live contented in
a slavish though secure obedience to unjust and arbitrary
power. No. Our whole history is a series of gallant con-~
tests for preeminence: the whole period of our national
existence hath been spent in braving dangers, for the sake
of glory and renown. And so highly do you esteem such
conduct, as characteristic of the Athenian spirit, that
those of your ancestors who were most eminent for it are
ever the most favorite objects of your praise. And with
reason: for, who can reflect, without astonishment, on
the magnanimity of those men who resigned their lands,
gave up their city, and embarked in their ships, rather
than:live at the bidding of a stranger? The Athenians of
that day looked out for no speaker, no general, to pro-
cure them a state of easy slavery. They had the spirit to
reject even life, unless they were allowed to enjoy that
life in freedom. For it was a principle fixed deeply in
every breast, that man was not born to his parents only,
but to his country. And mark the distinction. He who
regards himself as born only to his parents waits in pas-
sive submission for the hour of his natural dissolution.
He who considers that he is the child of his country, al-

so, volunteers to mecet death rather than behold that
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country reduced to vassalage; and thinks those insults and
disgraces which he must endure, in a state enslaved,

much more terrible than death.
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Give me Liberty or Give me Death
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- Let us not, I beseech you, sir, deceive ourselves
longer. Sir, we have done everything that could be done
to avert the storm which is now coming on. We have pe-
titioned; we have remonstrated; we have supplicated;
we have prostrated oursclves before the throne, and have
implored its interposition to arrest the tyrannical hands
of the ministry and Parliament. Our petitions have been
slighted; our remonstrances have produced additional vi-
olence and insult; our supplications have been disregard-
ed; and we have been spurned, with contempt, from the
foot of the throne! In vain, after these things, may we
indulge the fond hope of peace and reconciliation. There
is no longer any room for hope. If we wish to be free—
if we mean to preserve inviolate those inestimable privi-
leges for which we have been so long contending—if we
mean not basely to abandon the noble struggle in which
we have been so long engaged, and which we have
pledged ourselves never to abandon until the glorious ob-
ject of our contest shall be obtained—we must fight! I
repeat it, sir, we must fight! An appeal to arms and to
the God of Hosts is all that is left us!

They tell us, sir, that we are weak; unable to cope

. with so formidable an adversary. But when shall we be
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