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Introduction

The first stage of this work was undertaken by Li Xueqin and Sarah Allan. It be-
gan in the spring of 1986 when Li Xueqin set out for England from Beijing. We had
formulated a plan to travel to the various countries of Western Europe, examining and
researching their collections of ancient Chinese artifacts, and Sarah Allan, who was
then teaching at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of L.ondon, had
managed to raise the funds so that we could realize our goal. We are very grateful to
the British Academy and the School of Oriental and African Studies for their support in
this endeavour.

Thus, we crossed the English Channel together to begin a research journey that
was to prove very fruitful. We arrived by train in Stockholm, Sweden’ s capital city,on
a stormy evening. The next morning, we trod through freshly falfen ankle deep snow
to visit the renown collections of Museum of Far Eastern Antiquities. There, we re-
ceived a warm welcome . The building that houses the Museum was undergoing recon-
struction at the time, but we were nevertheless able to look over their breathtakingly
rich collection. We carefully examined the oracle bone fragments and rubbings, linger-
ing in the office that Bernhard Karlgren had used when he was head of the Museum.
We recognized that this was an important, previously unpublished collection,and so we
requested permission to publish it. We were fortunate to receive the acceptance of the
Director of the Museum, Jan Wirgin.

Subsequently, the Museurn of Far Eastern Antiquities had photographs taken of
the oracle bone fragments and rubbings in their collection in response to our request.
We are extremely grateful for the assistance of the museum’ s staff, particulariy the
Deputy Director {and now Director) of the Museum, Mette - Marie Siggstedt, for her
invaluable assistance. We would especially like to express our thanks to the Museum
for the gift of the photographs that we are publishing herein.

When we received the photographs, Qi Wenxin joined the collaboration. We have
already published Oracle Bone Collections in Great Britain together and this work is
another collaboration by the same authors. The “Introduction”of this book was written
by Li Xuegin and was translated by Sarah Allan. The manuscript of the rest of the
book is entirely the work of Qi Wenxin, with editorial contributions by Li Xuegin and
Sarah Allan.



The oracle bone fragments in the collection of the Museum of Far Eastern
Antiquities can be divided into six groups, based upon our notes about their sources
(from 1986 when we looked at the inscriptions) and their museum numbers:

(1) K4060
17 pieces. Bought in Beijing early in the twentieth century. Mostly plastron
fragments, 1 shell fragment, and 1 scapula fragment, kept in one box.
(2) K4061
26 pieces, divided into 4 smaller groups. Presented by Luo Zhenyu in 1927.
K4061a: 6 pieces, kept by themselves in a small cardboard box.
K4061b: 4 pieces.
K4067c: 8 pieces.
K4061d: 8 pieces.
(3) K4062
19 pieces', formerly in the collection of Oscar Falkman. Bought in 1913 from
an antiquities shop in Beijing; acquired by the Museum of Far Eastern Antiquities in
1928, kept in a fitted box.
(4) K11092:61 - 63
3 pieces. Bought by Orvar Karlbeck in 1929 in the vicinity of Anyang. All
three are scapula fragments.
(5) K11276
48 pieces. Acquired in Jiacdong. Kept in a cardboard box. They may be di-
vided into two groups by their museum numbers.
K11276: 187, 26 pieces. Allplastronfragments.
K11276: 188, 22 pieces. Mostly plastron fragments; only one scapula frag-
ment.
(6) K14964 - 14967
4 pieces. Collected by A. Hellstrom in the 1920’ s; acquired by the Museum
of Far Eastern Antiquities in 1946. The box made for these fragments included tran-
scriptions of their inscriptions written by Lionel Hopkins .

Besides these six groups of oracle bones, the Museum had pencil rubbings of
14 pieces. The name "Yamanaka", presumably rsfi:i.ng to the New York antiquities
dealer, was written on the rubbings. Two of the fragments can be joined. See our
Appendix 5.

We include altogether 108 pieces herein, having excluded fake inscriptions. Be-
cause some of the oracle bones were on exhibition when the photographs were taken,




we only have the exhibition number for some of the pieces. For this, we offer our
apologies .

Many of the oracle bone inscriptions in this collection have valuable content.
Some examples are: the divination on the fragment numbered 1 in this work, which
reads: "Order X to give a wine — immolation and beheading — sacrifice to Father Yi."
No. 2, "Do not order Fu Hao to first gather people at Pang." No. 4 refers to the Qi
Lord, Sou. No. 12 is a divination about ordering Wang Cheng to attack Xiawei. Nos.
14 and 15 concern the Gong Fang. Nos. 28 and 29 are divinations that "we should
build a city" . Divinations by the diviners, Shi 5 (no. 36, a divination by conceming
the 10 — day week), and Tui ;& (no. 40, a divination by concerning the evening) , are
relatively rare. No. 56, "The king, acting as host and offering an immolation to
Brother Geng, shall also sacrifice to Ancestress Geng" is a typical inscription for the
Zu Jia period. No. 61, "Cracking on the Xinsi day, the king, at Jia" is contemporary
with Jiagu Wenlu, no. 671. Jia ¢ is probably the Jia 3§ of the ancient place name
Jiaru (Henan Province, west of present day Luoyang City) . When the characters on
no. 91 were engraved, the horizontal strokes left out. On no. 104, the diviner’s
name Zi  in "Guiwei day, Zi, cracking" is written in an unusuai manner. No. 106,
“Wuchen day, divining, the king should attack Shao from Shun" is a further example
from the campaign against the Shao Fang.

The four pieces in the Hellstrom collection were on exhibition and we did not re-
ceive photographs for inclusion in this book. Of these, K14964 is a fake inscription.
K14965 is a Bin - diviner group inscription, on the socket and neck of a right scapula,
included in Jiaguwen Heji (5807) . The upper face reads, "Guihai, cracking, Zheng
divining. The ten — day week will be without harm. The king divined and said, ‘There
will be calamity.’ On the renshen day of that week, Zhongshi died(?) . 4th month."
This divination is marked with the crack sequence "three" and all of the characters
are filed with red. There is also another crack sequence “three" in the lower right
corner of the bone and it is also filled with red. On the obverse of the bone, there is
another inscription which reads, "The king divined and said ‘there is a curse’™ ", writ-
ten in the same hand. This inscription is the same as that in Yezhong Pianyu Chuji,
xia 29.3, but that inscription is a left scapula and the crack sequence is "2" .

K14966 is a Bin - diviner group inscription, from the center part of a turtle plas-
tron. There are three lines of divination inscriptions in large characters filled with red.
The lines are incomplete, but the remaining characters read:

. misfortune, itis ...



... ten - day week and five ...
. Shi ...
There is a red line on the right. Two lines are partially preserved on the obverse

... Geng(?) xin. .. ‘

Ctis ...

K14967A, B are two parts of a single broken bone. Putting them together, we
can see that they are a Bin - diviner group inscription, written on the top left top part
of a small plastron. The inscription which corresponds to Jiaguwen Heji 16690,
reads, "Cracked on the guiwei day, Zheng divining, the ten — day week will be with-
out misfortune. 6th month. 2.

The oracle bone inscriptions in Yamanaka’ s rubbings are now in the Collection
of the Peabody Museum of Harvard University, and they are included in Chou Hung -
hsiang’ s Oracle Bone Collections in the United States. Nevertheless, these early
rubbings are still of some value and so we have included them in an appendix. The
bones are all scapula fragments with inscriptions of the Li diviner group or the no - di-
viner’ s name group, and they were evidently unearthed in or to the south of Xiaotun
Village. Their inscriptions are all relatively important. For example, appendix no. 1 is
a divination about the coming harvest; appendix no. 2 concerns the Lai and Ji Fang;
appendix no. 4, the Yan Fang; appendix no. 5 is a divination about a wine immola-
tion and the presentation of beheaded victims; appendix no. 8 concerns an invocation
to the spirit of Father Jia; appendix no. 9 is about drowning and burial sacrifices to Zu
Ding; appendices nos. 10 and 11 both have rarely seen place names. These are all
valuable for research.

We wish o present this book as our contribution to the 100th anniversary of the
first discovery of oracle bone inscriptio‘ns. We would also like to thank all of the mem-
bers of Zhonghua Shuju who have put effort into the publication of this work, Mr. Qin
Yonglong of Beijing Normal University who wrote the title calligraphy, and Mr. Liang
Tianjun who wrote the text.

August 31, 1998
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