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For_ward

Geography is a science that investigates mutual relationships and
interactions between natural and human elements on the earth’s sur-
face. TIts contents are extensive, and the evolution of approaches to
the subject matter, scope, and specific tasks of research has a long and
varied history. Yet the fundamental and all-encomipassing focus re-
mains ‘“‘the human race on the earth’s surface,” and the main task is
a study of mutnal relationships between geographical environments
and human activities,

Geography has a long scientific history, which can be divided into
three stages of development:

(1) The classical stage began during the “Spring and Autumn” and
“Warring States” period in Chinese history, and extended from around
the time of the ancient civilizations of Greece to the latter half of the
19th century A.D., when geography obtained widespread acceptance.
During this long period, man gradually came to understand the geo-
graphical dimensions of his environment, through observations, travel,
communication among nations, and navigation, as well as through the
pursuit of economic production and other practical activities, thus wid-
ening his geographical perspective.

The great geogi'aphical discoveries of the 16th century led to the es-
tablishment of a new understanding of the earth’s surface and a new
conception of geography. During this period many scholars exhi-
bited excellent geographic perception and thought as revealed in phi-
losophical, historical and natural scientific works of the period. They
attained significant academic achievements in mapping, the sys-
tematic development of geographic records, general geography, and many
special sub-fields of geography, especially global movement, the origin
of sea and land, transformation and shifts of land masses, and so forth.
Yei scholars of the period did not succeed in establishing geography as
a systematic and independent science, and its research methods continued
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primarily to consist of the-description of geographical phenomena.

(2) The modern stage began during the latter half of the 19th century
as geography advanced into the realm of modern science. The great
development of natural sciences in the 19th century and the emergence
of various new categories of scientific thought gave impetus to a signi-
ficant transformation of geography as a field of inquiry.

The establishment of modern geography by the German geographers,
Alexander von Humboldt (1769—1859) and Karl Ritter (1779—1859)
marks the conclusion of the era of classical geography and the begin-
ning of the modern stage. Since then, geography has become an in-
dependent science. Scholars of the period initiated new techniques
of observation, the analysis of cause and effect, and recognition of the
interactions between and among natural forces and human activities.
They also adopted comparative methods and established alternative
expfanations of geographical phenomena, as well as unifyihg disparate
explanations of various geographical phenomena. Each of these in-
novations had profound impact ¢n the development of geography.
Diverse academic foci appeared with considerable frequency during
the period, including regional geography, landscape theory, location
theory and geopolitics in Germany, human life geography in France,
continental hinterland of England, and environmental determinism
and human ecology in the U.S.A. Some were later abandoned, and in

the process of disciplinary division, specialists in human geography
~ and physical geography have laid emphasis on their own respective
fields, to the exclusion of a unified viewpoint of the entire science. The
main focus of geography remained, however, the study of man and earth,
with man as its center. :

* Another marked characteristic of the geographical research of the
period is the inquiry into the mutual relations between geographical pro-
cesses and geographical elements in terms of causation: the emergence
of zonation theory in physical geography, for instance, regional dif-
ferentiation theory, cycles of geomorphological development, glacia-
tion and climatic changes, and eustatic movement. Each have theore-
tical significance. Experiments and systematic observation began to
te cmphasized in physical geographical research. Geography also



