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An Outline of Changsha Kiln

Changsha Kiln is a famous export porcelain kiln in Tang Dynasty.

The site of Changsha Kiln mainly bakes multi—color underglaze porcelain and vessels with
applied and printed floral decoration. Its decorative art not only embodies the features of Chinese
paintings, calligraphy, waxresist dyeing technique and sculpture but also absorbs features of
locality in Central Asia, West Asia and some decorative art styles of Islam and Buddhism to form
a unique featqre of Changsha Kiln color porcelain.

The Kiln’s site is situated around Lake Shizhu in Wangcheng county of the city of
Changsha. It is Shizhu Kiln in the poem” Shizhu” by Li Qunyu in ” Tang Poetry”. Changsha
kiln sprang up after armed — rebellion of An Shin and developed at the height of power and
splendour in the mid —late Tang Dynasty. It became a pottery — Porcelain bright and colorful
flower of cultural exchange between China and Western countries in the 9th century. It has been
estimated that porcelain of Changsha Kiln has been excavated in eleven provinces in China and
thirteen countries abroad. In order to further solve the problems of the intention and the era of
Changsha Kiln, Bureau of National Cultural Relic in 1983 approved to found and excavaed united
group organized by archaeologists from Hunan Province and the city of Changsha. The group
placed special emphasis on scientific excavating Changsha Kiln. On the 10th of November, 1986
in the 23rd documemt given by the Scientific Research Bureau of Academy of Sciences of China,
Changsha Kiln was appointed as focal subject research of the Seventh—Five —year —Plan. The
book is the scientific achievement of the subject.

The book introduces the best porcelain products of Changsha Kiln both in China and
abroad. It is also an excavated report of ancient kilns. The material in complete, new and more
scientific.

The book comprises six chapters. The 1st, 2nd and 3rd chapters introduce the achievement
made by excavating Changsha Kiln in 1983, including the structure of Long Yao, floral decoration
with underglaze, styles of characters on ancient imperial seals, poems, idions, signs of topics, rare
figures (Iranians, foreign girls) and bronze red glaze vessels. The 4th chapter introduces porcelain
of Changsha Kiln excavated and collected by Zhejiang, Jiangsu and other Ten provinces, including
Arabic kettles excavated in Tang Chen, Yangzhou, underglaze brown—green granulations, lotus
pattern pots and various kinds of applied designs etc. Porcelain of Changsha Kiin excavated in

Korea, Japan, Indonesia, Iran, Saudi Arabia and other eight countries is introduced in the fifth
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chapter. The sixth chapter lays stress on the historical background of Changsha Kiln, features of
its products, import and export sales, and makes an initial research on era problems. The new
discovery of Changsha Kiln porcelain excavated in Thailand, for instance, Arabic porcelain is
introduced in appendix, Where is also introduced the trial condition of further imitating the
products of Changsha Kiln on the basis of summing up the achievement of Changsha Kiln grease,
glaze test. '

It is an important reference book making research on archaeology of pottery and porcelain,
cultural exchange between China and Western countries and color procelain technology in the

middle ancient times. (in Chinese history from the 3rd to the Sth century)
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