


EEEIHMTE -5

w4 L

RPN E RS
Bt ¥ 5 AR

CEE 5oty %4 LK
1983 411 H

e e e g

T W - aFrm——






A Capsule Summary of the Book

Two bronze chariots and horses were unearthed west of the Mausoleum of the
First Emperor of Qin in December, | 980. The rear one of the two has been res-
tored to its original shape. and has been on display so as to satisfy the fervent
wishes of the masses of visitors.

This was a comfortable imperial carriage with a team of four horses, 3./7m.
in length and .04 m. in height with a single shaft, two wheels and a raised coach
body divided into front and back chambers. There 1s a coach door on the left side of
the front chamber, inside of which is a pottery figure of a warrior In a kneeiing po—
sition. [ts image is true to life and its expression is vivid In the bottom of the back
chamber are railings on the four sides. The railings extend beyond the chamber, and
a fixed ellptic coach roof rests on them. At the back is a single coach door. which
can be opened or closed freely. There is a coach window on each of the front, the
left and the right sides. On the window are holes of decorative patterns ingeniously
constructed- The windows alsc open and close easily. in front of the chariot stand four
horses with accurate shapes powerful physiques. The chariot, horses and pottery fi-
gure were completly painted. and exquisitely and beautifully decorated, Varieties of
one legged Chinese dragons and various kinds of geometric figures decorate the coach
body both instde and outside. The coloured drawings,simple but elegant, and with gold
and silver ornaments to match, look luxuripus and sofemn.

The chariol, the horses and the pottery figure of a warrior were moulded by cas-
ting Then they were filed smooth, polished, punched and mortised and were processed
in other details. The techniques of inlay casting. welding, riveting, Joining with hinges,
fixing with pegs and nals and so on were apphed Thus many paris were put together
1o form the whole chariet, the Joining being masterly.

The discovery of this chariot has provided a material cbject as a valuable exam-
ple for the studies of the society of the Qin Dynasty and the system of chariots and
dresses of the ancient Chinese emperors. The high skill in the making of this chariot
displays the outstanding creative power of the labouring people In ancient China 2,000
years ago.

The papers included in this book treat upon Bronze Chariot and Horses No 2 from
Qinshihuang's Tomb. These papers were written by Mr. Yuan Zhongyr, Yang Zheng-
ging, Cheng Xuehua, Chai Zhongyan, Xia Wengan, Hua Zigui, Wang Xueli, Mrs, Li
Lan and the others. They took part in the work of unearthing, restoring and studying
of the Bronze Chariot and Horses themselves. These papers give a more detalled
description and introduction of how the Bronze Ohariot and Horses were explored and
unearthed of the restoration and assembly 1lechnique; the structure of the Bronze
Chariot; the harness equipments and the harnessing., driving methods; the artistic
modelling, ornamen!s and coloured drawing: the material composition and the joining
technique of them and the system of the chariots carried on in the Qin Dynasty and
sp on. This book has substantial content. it's excellent both in tanguage and n illus-
trations. This book 1s a reference book for historians and archaeologisis. IU's especia-
lly important for those who study the society of the Qin Dynastiy and it's of great
reference value to the siudies of the metallurgy casting, the arts and crafts and sic.
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