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Lesson One

Text: Something about Our Eaith
Grammar: [ JBHFRNE

. 8hassgt
Reading Material: The Planet Mercury

Text
Something about Qur Earth

Untold ages ago, the sun was a spinning, burning mass
of matter far larger than it is now, and spinning very much
faster.? It was not yet formed into a compact centre of
heat and light then. As it spun at a very high speed, a se-
ries of fragmegts detached themselves from it, which became
the planets.® Our earth is one of these planets. The flam-
ing mass that was the material of the earth broke in turn into
two masses, a larger, the earth itself, and a smaller, which
is now the dead, still moon.

Astronomers give us good reasons for supposing that
sun and earth and moon and all that system were then spin-
ningat a speed much greater than the speed at which theyare
moving today, and that at first our earth was a flaming thing
on which no life could live.? They make us believe that
the sun, white-hot though it is, is now much cooler than it

1



was, and that it spins more slowly now than it did, and
that it continues to cool and slow down.* They also show
that the rate at which the earth spins becomes smaller and
continues to become smaller — that is to say, that our déy
is growing longer and longer, and that the heat at the centre
of the earth goes down slowly. There was a time when the
day was not a half or not a third of what it is today; when
a flaming hot sun, much greater than it is now, must have
moved visibly — if there had been an eye to see it — from
its rise to its setting across the skies. > There will be a time
when the day will be as long as a year is now, and the cooling
sun, without its beams, will hang motionless in the sky.

New Words
1. untold [an’tould] a. HAEPHE, BAH
2. age feids] n. SRR B
3. ago [o‘gouladv. e LIRS
4. spin [spin] v., n. ek, i
(spun, spun) [span]
5. mass [mas] n. By RE:, B
6. matter [‘mzts] n. b EiE
7. compact [kom’pzkt] vr. B4E, e
a. HENs Bae
8. light [lait] n ¥, Kk 4T
v. Jicg
a 7



il.

12.

13.
4.
15.
16.
17.
18.

15.
20.
21.
22.
23.
. System
25.

26.
27.
28.
29.

30.

. large
10.

fast

high

speed

series
{ragment
detach
themselves
planet
break
(broke, broken)
itself

dead
astronomer
reason

suppose

today

white-hot
cool
continue
slow

also

fla:d3] a.
[fa:st] a.
adv.
[hai] a.
: aadv.
[spi:d] n,
v
{’siorizz] n.

[‘fragmont] n.
[di'teet]] vi.
[Bam’selvz] pron.
["plenit} n.
[breik] v.
[brouk, ‘braukoan]
[it’self] pron.
[ded] a.
[as’tronams]) n.
[‘ri:zn] .
[so"pouz] vi.
["sistim] n.
[to’dei] adv.
n,
[‘hwait-‘hat] a.
[ku:t] a.
[kan’tinju:] v.
[slou} a.

v.

[’5:1sou] adv.
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32.
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34,
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36.

37.

38.

39.

41.

\O

&~

W 3 N U b W N

rate

grow

(grew, grown]
half

third

visibly

eye

rise

(rose, risen)
across

beam

. hang

(hung, hung)
motionless

form... into
at a high speed

a series of

. detach .. . lrom

break . . . mto
in turn

. at first

stow down
at a great rate

[reit] n.
[grou] v.
[gru:, graun]
[ha:f] n.
[62:d] num.
["vizabli] adv.
[ai] n.

[raiz] v.

[rouz, ‘rizn]

[ok‘rais]  prep.
adv.

[bi:m] n.

[hen] v.

[han)

[/moaufonlis] a.
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10. that is to say WEL R
11, go down T, TH

1.

Notes

untold ages ago thiy untold B “¥CRBEM” &E, iR “&

RAZE, TEEHITE” , B, XAEEWER “HALET .

As it spun at a very high speed . .., which became the planets:

@ As it spun at... rf as BEHEA, SIH-FEERKEN
4, TR ‘AT AHEEERER” .

which B[ —AERHEZ BN, *FEHE a series of
fragments pjtgPL, T4 which 5[HMETHREXPHE:,

Astronomers give us good reasons for supposing that. .. today

and that at first. .. could live:

® XR—AEEW, ERFEA that 5[EE A F R supposing
RIF RN EIENT.

(® sun and earth and moon and all that system were then
spinning ...: MR F=EAREAALUENFFIRS, BHE
EBEWHARGZEMA and ##, HEHARSZRAMAEES
7, RUREEREE, KOhl—REs, E&FFIEE
ZFHR and F, LURRESTUDESHE—L23Y, &
EFERNREBER.

at a speed RATiEIE, EHRIERIE, i were spinning,
AERR DL BHEY B, ERMAE at BOWEE L RF
at a (the) rate, fy1, increase at a great rate ( R
BK.

@ at which, .. B5iEMN4, B4 speed, which i
i at REp&A speed WER ( E which {3 speed),
YT at this speed, F3zdfy the rate at which... pI R
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on which no life could live 2 R2Kp04EH,

They make us believe that the sun, white-hot though it is, is

now much cooler than it was, and that it spins more slowly

now than it did, and that it continues to cool and slow down:

® ZXR-NEGA, =4 that Elkﬂéﬁ%iﬁ@lﬁﬁ‘},’\@, iR}
believe, 3% make someone do something ( {FH#Efft
2.) X—&#. 3HiF make X EERIUR us XARKEI,
T EiskzhiE believe fEEiBERNEIE.

@ F—A A7 white-hot though it is ( REKMEEERTE)
Riks kBN, though BIHRLBRIBNGK, EREET
WAZ 1, Fitm. Though it was very late, he weht on
working. ( BRMKT, MOMSETE), BAENEBTRE
WaZh, B4R “BAFRE A + though | as+ if
+EIEDR (REDHAD” , KORBX— KM, X
Small as (though) he is, the boy is strong. ( XANBEFA
S @/, {BiR%E3x ), Hard as (though) he worked, he
could not support his family. ( {t/REET, BEXLRTEE
FIEEFEAN)

There was a time when. .. today; when ... across the skies:

@ AHhEA when Bl \NIERE BN, BIFER time,
wEE"A when ZIFRNRSE, BEFE— when ¥
time %, REAUETSH— when HFIUHR—~&HA
time,

(@ what it is today B41if of REIEMNH,

@ must have moved visibly: ILZESZRENRIA—/MESEA
must FoRAY 2 EESHEEETHLREEEN I W,
Fent, EEMA ‘—E” . ‘BE” HHkFKR, X He
must have studied English. ( fiF ¢ 3%3E), She




must have finished her homework. (W—EERTHE

) o

@ the skies: sky #i: “R” gtiy, —RmEiE the Hp
¥ BAEXFESH, ANASRER. Xdne The trees
reach up to the skies. ( K¥HBF ),

Usage of Words
ago before

XPA R FEERLAR, #FAER LI, BRER—R,
ago T EIAERETHEUMTNEE, ¥ 5HRMFRHE
#—#E kR4, 0 three months ago ( =ANALIAT) , BEMT
XK, AhEESRER RS RN, Fln
a. He left two days ago.
RRmR AR AT TR E,
b. She came back a moment ago.
fbRIRIE R,
before HEIFN, ARMAE, H—RmERH, BAELEL R,
AhEEEY RS AAAERRN BEEAMKRNEREHEM
FIRIAE, FRMSEEREE TRIA LT, 4o five days before ( A
FLIRT) o FEFENREM, MREGPEIEL-RT LM, Narh
WiEs AT AR TR .
a. I have never met him before.
& CLLT) WRBEA R M.
b. He said that he had done the work two days before.
BRI R AT ELSE R T X LAR.
() wyhf before B3R “BAA” W, BiEzAGL TR - KL EW.
#i4n. 1 remember he told me about it before. ( FiLHFXA4HM
BTEIRE®) .



