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HANGZHOU

Hangzhou, described as "the most beautiful and luxurious city in the world” by the noted
Italian traveler Marco Polo in the 13th century, is aleading historical, cultural and tourism city in
China, as well as the capital of Zhejiang Province.

Located 150 kilometers southwest of Shanghai, the famous metropolis in southeast China,
Hangzhou was one of the birthplaces of Chinese civilization, as well as ane of the country’s six
ancient capitals. As early as 50,000 years ago, the "Jiande People" lived here. Hangzhou
people, together with those living in the Taihu Lake Valley, created the famous "Liangzhu Culture”
4,700 years ago. in the 3rd century, Sun Quan, from Hangzhou's Fuyang County, established
the Kingdom of Wu (222-280) in southern China, which was one of the Three Kingdoms, together
with Shu and Wei. In the 7th century, Emperor Yangdi of the Sui Dynasty (581-618) linked
Beijing and Hangzhou by means of the Grand Canal, laying a solid foundation for the prosperity
of Hangzhou. In the 10th century, Qian Liu, from Hangzhou's Lin'an County, founded the Kingdom
of Wuyue in southeast China, making Hangzhou its capital. In the 12th century, Emperor
Gaozong of the Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127) was defeated and escaped to southern
China, establishing the Southern Song Dynasty (1127-1279). Emperors Kangxi (1662-1722)
and Qianlong (1736-1795) of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911) traveled along the Grand Canal
from Beijing to inspect Hangzhou five and six times, respectively, in consideration of Hangzhou's
important role in the nation's economy and culture. This long history of the city has left a rich
cultural heritage. At present, Hangzhou has six sites of cultural relics under the special protection
of the State and 58 under the protection of the province.

Hangzhou enjoys beautiful natural scenery, with numerous tourism resources including the
West Lake and the Fuchun River-Xin'an River (Thousand-Isiand Lake), two national-grade
scenic areas; Mount Tianmu and Qingliang (Cool) Peak, two national nature reserves; Thousand-
Island Lake, the Fuchun River, Mount Daqgi and Mount Wuchao, four national-grade forest




parks; the Zhijiang National Tourism Resort; the Qiantang River Bore, a rare scene in the
world; and the famous Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal. In addition, there are 10 national scenic
spots, five national nature reserves and 35 provincial scenic spots around Hangzhou.

The West Lake in Hangzhou is known as a classical example of traditional landscape cuilture,
full of elegant, natural and harmonious concepts of traditional Chinese culture. The West Lake
contains historical, religious, landscaping, natural resources and art treasures, integrating the
essence of Hangzhou culture. Over 100 scenic spots, including 10 spots at the West Lake,
Lingyin Temple, Yue Fei's Temple and the Pagoda of the Six Harmonies, are scattered in the
60-sq-km area.

The Fuchun River-Xin'an River (Thousand-Island Lake) scenic area, known for its green
mountains, clear rivers, secluded environment and long history, boasts many scenic spots,
including Stork Mountain, Tongjun Mountain, Yan Ziling Fishing Terrace, Meicheng Old Town,
Hanging Temple of Great Mercy Rock and Hai Rui's Memarial Temple, which were already
popular tourist sites 1,000 years ago. In the Tang Dynasty {618-907) over 100 noted poets,
including Li Bai, Meng Haoran, Bai Juyi, Liu Changging, and Du Mu, left many famous poems
in those places. Poets of successive dynasties all left behind here beautiful examples of poetry
and prose, making the 200-kilometer scenic belt a typical oriental landscape culture tour route.
This route is also called the "Golden Tour Route of West Zhejiang" because it is linked with the
famous Mount Huangshan.

The Qiantang River Bore is a world-famous natural wonder. Viewing the bore has become a
tradition among the people of Hangzhou. At the same time, the old Grand Canal linking Beijing
and Hangzhou is rich in cultural and folklore connotations.

Mount Tianmu is known for its primitive forests. It was the place where Zhang Daoling, a
leading Taoist of the Eastern Han Dynasty (25-220), was born and cultivated himself to reach
spiritual perfection. It then became a sacred land of Buddhism, with many scholar monks living
there. Its influence spread as far as Japan and Southeast Asia The exotic rocks and stones,
green streams and deep ponds, tall old trees, and temples are well worth visiting.

All tour routes in Zhejiang Province are centered on Hangzhou. The East Zhejiang Province
Route from Hangzhou to Ningbo and Zhoushan via Shaoxing integrates water-township culture,
Tang poetry culture and Buddhist culture. In Shaoxing, one may find old towpaths, black-awning
boats, Kegiao Town, Keyan Scenic Spot, the East Lake, Dayu's Mausoleum, Lanting Pavilion,
Shen's Garden, Three-flavor Reading Room, Yinshan Tomb and Jianhu Lake, forming the
cultures of boat, bridge, stone, wine, calligraphy and scholarship. Lingyin, Tianzhu and Jingci




temples in Hangzhou, Tiantong, Ayu and Baoguo temples in Ningbo, and Puji, Fayu, Huiji
temples on Putuo Island are historical relics of Buddhism in southeast China, and still attract
believers. The aguatic tour route from the West Mausoleum of Hangzhou to Linhai via Shaoxing,
Shangyu, Xinchang and Tiantai is the earliest birthplace of the school of landscape poetry in
China as well as the famous "Route of Tang Poetry in Eastern Zhejiang Province.” The famous
Mirror Lake, Dayu's Mausoleum, Ruoye Brook and King Yue's Terrace, together with the Kuaiji,
Siming, Tianlao, Chicheng and Tiantai mountains, are beautiful natural scenery. The Hemudu
Culture Ruins of 7,000 years ago are located in Yuyao, Ningbo.

Since Zhejiang borders on the East Sea, the east coast of the province is an aquatic tour
route, embracing Putuo Mountain, the Shengsi Islands and Shenjiamen Fishing Harbor.

Tiantai Mountain, Yandang Mountain, the Nanxi River and Xiandu Mountain are four national-
grade scenic resorts on a famous tour route called "Beautiful Mountains and Rivers of Southern
Zhejiang Province.” The route stretches from Ningbo to Taizhou, Weizhou and east of Lishui.
Tiantai Mountain boasts many natural and historical sites. Guoging Temple on the mountain is
the birthplace of the Tiantai Sect, the first sect of Buddhism in China, with a history of over
1,400 years. In addition, Tiantai Mountain is the birthplace of the Southern Sect of Tacism in
China. Yandang Mountain, known as a "Museum of Topography,” has exotic peaks, winding
streams and waterfalls. The Nanxi River scenery, stretching over 150 km, includes pure water,
elegant mountains, exotic rocks and beautiful forests. There are many buildings and villages
dating from the Song, Ming and Qing dynasties. According to a legend, Xiandu Mountain is the
place where the Yellow Emperor made pills of immortality and went up to Heaven.

The Central Zhejiang Province Tour Route, centered on Jinhua, is full of the mythical color of
Chinese culture. The national-grade underground river, Double-dragon Cavern, Jinhua Temple,
Square Rock Mountain and Zhuge Liang's Eight Trigrams Village can all be found here. The
farmers of Dongyang, in this area, have built the Hengdian Film and TV City.

Hangzhou, together with Huzhou and Jiaxing in the north, is called the Hangjiahu Area, and
is known for its water-towns, for being a home of fish and rice, a home of silkworms and one of
the birthplaces of silk civilization in ancient China. Nanxun, Xitang, Wuzhen and Xinshi are
famous silk towns. Mao Dun, Wu Changshuo, Feng Zikai, and Qian Juntao, famous literati or
artists, were all born in this area.

Some nature reserves under the protection of the State and the province such as Fengyang
Mountain, Baishanzu Mountain, Wuyan Peak, Gutian Mountain and Nine Dragons Mountain in
Quzhou and Lishui to the southwest of Hangzhou compose the Ecalogical Tour Route. Other
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atiractions are the Southern Confucius Temple, Longyou Grottoes, ruins of Longquan Kiln,
folklore of the She people and the Longquan sword production technique.

Museums in Zhejiang provide plenty of information for tourists to get to know more about
local history and culture. The Zhejiang Museum, Zhejiang Natural History Museum, Chinese
Tea Museum, Chinese Silk Museum, Official Kiln Museum of the Southern Song Dynasty and
Hu Qingyu's Drug Store Museum in Hangzhou; Yueju Opera Museum in Chengzhou; Chinese
Huzhou Brush Museum in Huzhou; and Zhoushan Museum in Zhoushan all display the historical
and cultural achievements of Hangzhou and Zhejiang. Dragon boat races, fishermen's wedding,
worship of Dayu, folkiore of the She people, viewing the moon and appreciating flowers are all
living aspects of the local cultural traditions.
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The southern part of the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal, where waterways crisscross this “home
of fish and rice™ and center of China’s silk industry. Hangzhou is located at the southern end of the
canal.
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The people of Zhejiang were pioneers of traditional Chinese
culture.
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Chenghuang Pavilion is a new building by the West Lake in Hangzhou.
b M R E N 20 o6

Baoshu (Bless and Protect Hongshu) Pagoda, constructed 1,000 years
4go, is a landmark of the West Lake.
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