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Poor Memory

Liu Zhen, the magistrate of Luoyang, was known for
his poor memory. A certain criminal was sentenced to
punishment by flogging, and upon leaming the particu-
lars of the case, Liu became so indignant that he de-
cided to execute the flogging himself. The criminal was
ordered to take off his robe and assume the position for
the lash, but he waited for some time without feeling
its cut. [t so happened that a visitor had just arrived to
see the magistrate and they went off to chat in the re-
ception room. As wintry weather prevailed at the time,
the criminal lying prostrated on the ground outside was
unable to stand the bitter cold, so he took down a coat
that was hanging on a rafter to be aired and covered
himself with it.

Presently, the magistrate came out of the reception
room to cordially see his visitor off at the gate. On
noticing a figure in a coat groveling on the ground, he
shouted: “What are you here for? To catch lice?” The
criminal then hastened to leave the premises and no

further mention was ever made of the case.
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