Improving Your English
R EEERY RS
| 48

= 9w ke
Wl Fgw kR
kK %

\lhj

LB AMERE HARA s



Yow English
FEEREEZYRE

BIE

£ g MJkRE

ARG R ROZR

WA SKER kM
ST 7 S

L@5MEHE HRiE



BHERSHE (CIP) BB

REAEREEYEX. B 2B /AkEBER. - £,
EWSMEEE HRRA, 2000

ISBN 7 - 81046 — 929 — 0

I. e I fae I BEER - Ui e -
BoMEY N. G634.413

B R A B 4518 CIP 48 B 7 (2000) 55 44017 &

HEREIT: LS *NEIKI IR FE
CEBSMRERERD M4 200083

s if: 021-65425300 C(RH) . 65422031 (HIFEB)
BT MB 4. bookinfo@sflep.com.cn
3] k. pttp://www.sflep.com.cn http://www.sflep.com

BEHRIE: FIRaE

Ep Y. LS B AE R ED R T

E<-d tH: FeHIE LI RATET

FF ZA: 8901240  1/32  ENK 4.125 3% 128 ¢
k& MR: 20004F 11 A 1/R 2000 48 11 55 1 YRENRY
Ep #1: 10000 4t

S: ISBN 7-81046-929-0 / G » 970
r: 6.50 ¢
AN R T 4 EN A SR IR ), T i Ak i e

At &



e ¥AARKRMNFRAXERTR, # FXANHE,EMNNBELEER
B i Hak RN SR AR R LA
AAXBEFTNRN Y BETEZRAAARNGABRBIANE 3L, R
EARMNBEENR-IHE R-—PHERNWEFXRE T H &0
BARECERHEENEST, ERRASEFMFENORARS R E
AL BBE-NMAEXLTE G DL, EFARAREIIER, R
Ttk RTRFHEFIER? BERFAF R, BEFE—F
ROKS BERETERZY, $E -4 E, ExF 8702,
BRAMHET. EOMEAEEREARERRA-IRE, ARRER,
AERER, WBESIK . FR.FE.F5, AMNEHX-F 4L H
Improving Your English ({¥ ¥ 42 REE WA LW E WA
BEATHT AP FAURRURA SO A EFIZRBUES WAIENE
#H
FEARRABRIER ARBMEREREERL REXLFAPF
W—HEEL ARNEBE, PO THAER BWTREA PE4LHH
EREEHURD. RTEMBHSENBERARN T XFERX
N EAELFXABE AL BEAT. YR, EALERIES AN
MENRIAEMBAARES ., RN AEW X —B(P#4LEFR
MREIRRA TR, ANBRARTTIULRAERENREFEIEZNE
WHRGE A M E Fooook oy WM
Improving Your English ({# ¥ & X EEHHE)) RN
AAEMHEBREEIARZREZFHNREL, RALERAENMRS
7@ R U ARABEEXFREBEN, XENERE
Mt o4 F2B AL UARAX . AEERF AR L DR . A4
AN, AR, AR EF LR AR TAFEHR, ENF
—q —



FRUPBA NESREXERBAEANAR RELARBREN
ERITOBN ARELHEFORNAERRBEL X OHAR
Ho BREMEMBNFHEMAE S0 MAEH, XX P oy K& EH, KM
EREEXEFHANET XS HAXMAE FREBGEBLF AL
(FBEDWEFRERARE T RE(TREA IBRUAEREK RN F
N, IEFEHEFMBERR) ;X TR XBETARARRNET HE
BUURS AR ERGES REXBEL, F-BEHXEAKL
THRBHEIAROMT R

Mg, AR EABEARANE ERBR Y TREEE, RNOA
B AREEEARENEN NIRRT ERZAAREFHINAE
BEFBARYRBECHABHER S ANIT AT HLHER
WE KERFFRHE

BE
20004 3 A T L



Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit
Unit 10
Unit 11
Unit 12
Unit 13
Unit 14
Unit 15
Unit 16
Unit 17
Unit 18
Unit 19
Unit 20
Unit 21
Unit 22
Unit 23
Unit 24

O 0 N g e W N

The Post Office

CONTENTS

1
Introductions ceeen 6
The Tallest Grass -.cccceeeuririieiiaiaraieineciceesnes 11
The Strange History of Ping-Pong 16
The World's Greatest Inventor 21
The Yellow River coocvvciiiiiiiiiiiiiic i ciinieiienenn s 26
Born to Communicate .........coveevveevnienns 31
Lend Me Your Ears ...cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccacn e, 35
Where Tea-bush Came from .......c.ccooeveiviiiiivas 39
Fighting Fatty 44
Mark Twain as a Speaker - 48
Can |l Live to Be 1507 .....ccceiiiiiininens 52
Break the Ice «cioerii it iicieeieeeee . B8
Two ways of Looking at Life P o .
An Insight Changes Your Whole Life .................. 68
What |s the Meaning of Life? 73
Avoid Being Rude in Conversation ...... vee 77
Selling by Asking Questions ......c.cocovevviiiiiiiinen. 81
Guam 84
What Are Black Holes? 89
Learning English in the USA ... 93
A Walk in Space 98
Types of American Families ............... . 103

Bears and Bulls ..............

. 108



Unit 25 Nonverbal Communication ..c..ccevvernervanianeeeneenee. 113

Key to Comprehension QUestions ........c.ooeceuizieieenneieennen. 118



The Post Office

e know that in early times messengers carried letters from
Wplace to place. In Europe, however, it was not until the
fifteenth century that' a regular system of taking letters between
towns was started. The messengers travelled on horseback, and
fresh horses were kept ready at different places along the main
roads where the messengers stopped. Each of these stopping-
places was known as a post and today we still keep the name post
office.

In the old days, such postal deliveries were only for impor-
tant people. The messengers would sometimes carry letters for
ordinary citizens, but the charges for doing this were very high
and the messengers were often careless. People began to ask for
an easier and cheaper way of sending their letters and so, in the
seventeenth century in Britain, a service was started for every-
one. At first this postal service carried letters only between a few
very busy towns, but year by year it grew larger and better.

More countries began to provide postal services for every-
one. Today every country has its post office, and these services
play an important part in the life of us all. If there were no post
offices, we would find it difficult to keep in touch with our
friends at a distance.® Shopkeepers and other businessmen would
find it very expensive to order and to receive goods.



The chief post office of a country is usually in the capital city
and it has branches in towns and even in small villages. The post
offices of the world help each other so that® letters can be sent to
and from every land. Letters can now be sent by post for delivery
in almost any villages anywhere.

Letters were once taken throughout the whole of their jour-
ney by messengers, but such arrangements were changed long
ago. In Britain the postman now delivers the mail from the near-
est post office. When he has only a short distance to go, the post-
man may walk or ride a bicycle. In quite a number of cities of the

world, some postmen walk but vans are also used for delivering
letters.

New Words and Phrases

1 deliver / drlive / v. Kk
delivery / dr'livert / n. EE
2 play an important part in T FEEEEE
A
3 keep in touch with FEp e, RIFBR
4 shopkeeper /'fopkitps / n. JEE
5 expensive / iK'spenstv / adj. HH
6 van /ven / n. BARE
Notes
1 ... it was not until ...that .... e HE|o Ao
i

It was not until yesterday that 1 knew I had been accepted by
the club.

HIEAERRAMNEEABECLEANT R,
2 If there were no post offices, we would find it difficult to

keep in touch with our friends at a distance. REH Ik,
N 2 p—



BMNEETHARBRFERRSRERME,
XMAFHORBEVESR, RPMBROER SHLRF. Nadid
B 26, A E “would + BHEIERE".
it £5%f7iE, HIE%E tg keep in touch with our friends at a
distance , WAEEFEH B IBEH G
X
I find it impossible to finish the work in one hour .
RERE—N/PHEEZRXFETHERASAIEN,

3 so that BEH#H, X B35 F4 R RE\EMNG,

Comprehension

I. Decide which of the following is the best answer:

1.

Which of the following statements about messengers in
the 15th century is true? '

A.
B.

C.

cowp

They had to change horses on their journey.
They had to report to various post offices on their
journey.

They had to exchange messages with other messengers
on their journey.

. They had to stop to rest at post offices on their jour-

ney.

the old days messengers delivered messages for

. ordinary citizens only

officials only
both rich and poor people alike

. important and rich people
. What statement is NOT mentioned in the passage about

what would happen if there were no post offices?

A.

B.

It would be very difficult to keep in touch with one’s
friends in other places.

To order and receive goods, shopkeepers would pay

—_ 3 —



high charges.
C. Postmen would walk for delivering letters.

D. To order and receive goods, businessmen would pay
high charges.

. Which of the following statements about postal services is

NOT true?

A. Modern postal services were first started in Britain.

B. America was the first country to start a postal service
for everyone.

C. The chief post office of a country is generally found in
its capital city.

D. Letters can be delivered internally and internationally
for everyone.

. According to the passage, what makes it possible that let-

ters can be sent to and from every land?

A. The post offices of the world help each other.

B. The postmen use vans for delivering letters.

C. Messengers take letters throughout the whole of their
journey.

D. The United Nations lead the post offices of the world.

. Complete with an appropriate word each of the following
sentences which in fact sums up the general idea of a para-
graph of the passage:

1.

4,
4

Paragraph 1

In old times, m carried letters on horsebacks
throughout the whole of their journey.

. Paragraph 2

B was the first country to start a postal service for
everyone.

. Paragraph 3

Now, the postal services play an important part in
people’s 1
Paragraph 4



Now the post offices in the world work together for
d letters.

. Paragraph 5

Postmen usually deliver the mail from the n post
office.



UNIT

1. Professor:

Mr. Lusting:

Dr. Johns:

2. Friend:

Nancy :
Jack:
3. Friend:
George:
Bill:

Introductions

Mr. Lusting, | would like to' introduce you to Dr.
Johns, director of the language Institute. Dr.
Johns, this is Mr. Lusting, the academic adviser
from Bamum College.

How do you do, Dr. Johns?

It's a pleasure to meet you, Mr. Lusting. I'm glad
that we finally have the occasion to meet.

I'd like you to meet my friend, Nancy Pipkin.
Nancy, this is my brother, Jack.

Hi, Jack. Nice to meet you.

Hi, Nancy.

Hi, George, have you met Bill?

No, | haven't. Hi, Bill.

Hi! How ya doing?

hat do you notice about the above three introductions?
Why is the style of language in all three different? These
introductions are typical examples of American introductions
which range from formal to informal. Although Americans tend
to use informal language as seen in the second and third introduc-

tions?, there are situations where formal introductions are need-

ed. When meeting a president of a university, it is proper to say,

_6_.__



“How do you do?” Likewise, someone, who is your age® or
younger would probably say, “It’s nice to meet you.” rather than
“How do you do?”

In the first introduction the speakers use longer sentences, ti-
tles (Dr., Mr.), and formal words and phrases (“I would like to
introduce you to...,” “How do you do?” and “It’s a pleasure to
meet you”). The relationship between the speakers in the first in-
troduction is a formal one. The next two introductions, which
are more informal, use reduced words and sentences and simpler
language. “It’s nice to meet you.” becomes “Nice to meet you.”
“How are you doing?” becomes “How ya doing?” A very informal
introduction does not use titles or last names*.

Right after introductions are made, there is usually a period
of time in which impersonal or small subjects are discussed. This
type of conversation, called “small talk”, is important because it
often helps to keep conversations going and it can lead into inter-
esting discussions. Usually speakers begin small talks with such
questions as: “Do you live in this area?”, “How do you like living
here?” or “What are you studying?” It is also common for people
to ask, “What do you do?” which means “What is your job?” but
it is uncommon and considered impolite to ask, “How much mon-
ey do you make?” or “How much does your house cost?” Other
questions such as “Are you married?” or “How old are you?” (to

an adult) are generally considered too personal for initial meet-
ings®.

New Words and Phrases

1 academic / ®kademik / adj. ¥ARME
2 occasion /dkeizan /' n. BE
3 style / stail / n. HAs
4 typical / ‘tiptkal / adj. HEHK



5 range (from...to) /'reind3 / v. (ERE—-HEWN)E
g, Ak

6 formal / 'formal / adj. IEXH,IERHE

7 likewise /atkwaiz / adv. FIHE#

8 relationship / riletfonfip / n. XE

9 impersonal /im'pasenal / adj. FENTAM

10 adult /'aedalt / n. BN

11 initial / 'nifal / adj. BEIW

Notes

1 I would like to RAE,RME

“I would like to + A" LHE Y “I want to + BFH"FSLRB/E,
WEMRB L, LE:

I would like to invite you to my home.
RBEAFHRBARKEKR

I want to invite you to my home.

REZFERAKKIER,

EBSEPM I'd like B I would like O BB, ATERIA
EXNHE

as seen in the second and third introductions BFHZ H =4
KA,

as seen... W LAFME R as is seen... , BB,

who is your age & SR

# % F who is of your age,

last name &

first name %4

initial meetings BFIJLKLH

meeting AL HREE &, LE", AR 2N,

Comprehension

I.

Decide which of the following is the best answer:

_8_



1. What decides the choice of formal and informal styles of
language in introductions?
A. Situations.
B. Relationships between speakers.
C. Both A and B.
D. Not mentioned in the passage.
2. After introductions, people often talk
A. on political topics
B. on small topics
C. on social topics
D. on personal topics
3. Which of the following questions is NOT suitable in initial
meetings?
A. Do you live near the university?
B. What are you studying?
C. How much do you earn every month?
D. Are you American?
4. Which is the most probable reason for not asking personal
questions in initial meetings?
A. The person being asked may not feel happy to answer
them.
B. The person being asked may not know their answers.
C. The person being asked may feel shy to give answers.
D. The person being asked may not want to continue the
conversations.
5. What style of language do Americans tend to use?
A. Formal style.
B. Informal style.
C. Personal style.
D. Impolite style.
. Judge whether the following statements are True (T) or False
(F):
( ) 1. Hi, George, have you met Bill 7 belongs to formal
— g9 —



( )2
¢ )3
()4
( )5

language.

. In the three conversations given in the passage,

thesecond one is less formal than the first one, but-
more formal than the third one.

. It may not be impolite to ask a child How old is he or

she?

. Small talks refer to topics on marriage, income,

age, etc.

. In the passage, the writer says that British .people

speak more formal English than Americans.



