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The Pottery Dogs of the Han Dynasty
in Nanyang City , Henan Province

The pottery dogs of the Han Dynasty in Nanyang City, Henan Province are the pottery art works unearthed
from the tombs of the Han Dynasty . They are not as exquisite and elegant as the bronze and jade wares of an-
cient China, but they have rich flavor of life and unique artistic appeal, so they present a magnificent scene. The
more than one hundred pieces of the pottery dogs of the Han Dynasty, in which the smallest is shorter than five
centimeters and the largest one is not taller than 60 centimeters, are almost as powerful and magnificent as the
terra-cotta worriers and horses of Emperor Qinshihuang when they are displaved in lines. The potiery dogs are
regarded as one of the miracles of Nanyang by the experts of archaeological field.

Nanyang, one of the key places of historical and cultural importance of China,is located in the southwest
of Henan Province, adjoining Shaanxi Province in the west and Hubei Province in the south. It is surrounded by
Funiu Mountains on the north and Tongbai Mountains on the east and south ; the main tributaries of Huaihe and
Hanshui Rivers rose here;all of these made Nanyang a famous fertile basin. As early as about 400,000 or 500,
000 years ago, the ancestors of Chinese people have labored, lived and multiplied here already . There are abun-
dant cultural remains of Paleolithic and Neolithic ages, Xia, Shang, Zhou, Qin and Han Dynasties still preserved
in Nanyang, so it can be called “the treasure-house of cultural reics. ”The pottery dogs could become one of the
miracles of Nanyang, the most important reasons should be the politices, economy , culture were very flourishing
and the burial custom of offering excessive burial accessories was prevail in this area during the Han Dynasty.

Nanyang became a city state, which was called Shen State or Shen lii State, in the Zhou Dynasty . It was an
important feudal prince of the Zhou Dynasty. During the Spring-and-Autumn and Warring-States Periods,
Nanyang, which was called Wan, had become one of the very few iron-smelting centers and one of the five com-
mercial centers of China, the other four of which were Luoyang, Handan, Linzi and Chengdu. In the Records of
the Historian, Mr. Sima Qian recorded; “From Nanyang, the people can communicate with the people westward
through Wuguan and Yunguan Passes, with the people southward across the Hanshui, Changjiang and Huaihe
Rivers. It was a commercial center indeed, and many otf the local people chose the occupation of merchant.”
These records implied us that at that time, the culture, communication and commerce were very prosperous, the
merchants from Nanyang did businesses all over China. The development impelled the agriculture and irrigation
techniques to develop rapidly ; meanwhile, all of them gave an impetus to the handicrafts. In the Western Han
Dynasty, salt and iron were monopolized by the central govermment. The central govemnment set up iron
monopoly office and state laborer in Nanyang to manage the iron-smelting and other handicrafts. During this pe-
riod, high officials, powerful families and rich merchants gathered here, the social economy of Nanyang became
unprecedently prosperous. During the Eastern Han period , because Emperor Guangwudi , who refounded the Han
Dynasty, rose to power and position in Nanyang,and many of his famous officials which were called the 28 Zo-
diac Constellations (the 28 main generals of Guangwudi’ s amy) also came from Nanyang, Nanyang was called
“Emperor’ s Hometown” . At that time, the houses of the high officials located in Nanyang linked one by one. in
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On Salt and lron, Huan Kuan evaluated Nanya as “the richest prefecture in the whole country;” in the Chroni-
cles of the Han Dynasty, Ban Gu recorded, in Nanyang, “the families having abundant property stand one by
one. The stable environment made the people live in peace and contentment; but the luxurious fashions e-
merged and developed in the rich and powerful people. There this kind of content in the Record of Commerce in
the Chronicles of the Han Dynasty, “the rich and powerful people just play the games of cockfighting, horse
race, hunting and gambling, bothering the common people” . The central govemment appreciate the people who
were “filial and incorrupt” and promoted the typical ones of them,so the offspring offered excessive funeral to
their dead parents in order to show they were“filial” . In this atmosphere , the lu-urious funeral became more and
more fashionable, even the situation of “the rich and powerful families overstep the authority of the emperor,
and the poor families gather property by hook or by crook; the laws cannot prohibit and the decorum cannot for-
bid them (On Men Living in Hiding, by Wang Fu)” appeared. The carved stone tombs appeared in Nanyang
during this period; the funerary had numerless categories, and pottery dogs were an important one besides tools

and utensils.

1.Dog and Its Totem Worshipping

Dog is one of the six domestic animals (the other five are pig , ox , goat, horse and fovvl } tamed by
mankind first. Dongs have sharp sense of hearing and smelling, good night vision and acting, so they can be
used to guard against thieves and robbers or to prey in hunting. They are easy to keep, devoted to duty, adept in
identifying acquaintance and stranger. In the ancient ages, they were one of the main aides of mankind in work-
ing and living.

As early as 7,000 or 8,000 years ago, the earliest civilized ancestors of our Chinese people lived in the
valleys of Changjiang and Huanghe Rivers have tamed dogs into domestic animal. We have found the remains of
dogs in the graves or residential sites of the Neolithic cultures like Yangshao, Longshan , Dawenkou , Hemudu,
Majiabang, Songze , Liangzhu . In the Shang and Zhou Dynasties, the central government set up a special organi-
zation in charge of the affairs of dogs.In the Rites of Zhou,we can read this record: “Quanren (master of Dogs
)is in charge of all the affairs of dog:-*the dog judges and raisers are his subordinates.”In the Han Dynasty, a
special official named”“Gouzhong” or “Goujian( Directorate of the palace Kennels ) was appointed to manage the
hunting dogs of the emperor. Obviously , dogs were very important not only to common people but also to the em-
peror. Of course, the common people raised dogs only for hunting and guarding ; the emperor raised dogs also for
displaying strength and fighting besides those same to the common people.

In the ancient hard times, people should have dogs as helpers in labor and life activities. So, the people in
the age of barbarism were deeply grateful to the dogs which helped them unselfishly; especially, the legend of
“the righteous dog saves his master” handed down generation by generation . Gradually, the ancient people began
to have superstition and worshipping to dogs. As time passed, dogs acquires an element of mystery, and the dog
totem - worshipping appeared.

Totem, as an emblem of a tribe or clan, is a common kind of religious worshipping in ancient times Its
characteristic is “Believing certain blood relation of mankind has blood relationship with cretain kind of ani-
mal”, that is , believing this kind of animal was the first ancestor or incamation of the tribe or clan, and believ-
ing it had a supematural power of conquering nature and protecting the tribe or clan. The dog totem - worship-
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ping was recorded in Yizhoushu(Lost Book of the Zhou Dynasty) and Shanhaijing( The Classic of Mounts and
Rivers) , and there were local princes named with dog. The most impressive and wide — spreading one was the
worshipping of the supematureal dog named Panhu.

There is a story in Liyanjie(Notes of Slang)written by Chen sahiyuan in the Ming Dynasty: “Long , long
ago, the tribe of Emperor Gaoxin was menaced by the nomadic tribe named Quanrong. Emperor Gaoxin enlisted
the brave fighter who could chop the head of General Wu and bring it back . He said, he would marry his young
daughter to the man who could present the head of General Wu to him. Soon after this, a dog raised by Emperor
Gao xin named Panhu came to the gate of his palace with General Wu’s head in its mouth. Emperor Gaoxin
was very happy, but he thought his daughter could not marry Panhu, so he planned to reward the dog in other
ways. His daughter said emperor should keep his credit. Emperor Gaoxin had no choice but marry his daughter
to Panhu . Panhu carried the girl back into a stone chamber in Nanshan Mountain. Two years later, they gave
birth to six boys and six gids, they married each other themselves:--” . Emperor Gaoxin endowed them farm-
lands, forest and lakes anc named them“Man and Yi”.In general,Man and Yi are the name of the ancient peo-
ple who lived in the Chaigjiang Valley and South China, most of whom worshipped the supernatural dog Panhu
and regarded it as their iirst ancestor. Up to now, the traces of dog totem — worshipping still can be found in the
minority people, such as Yao, Miao and She Peoples and some Han people living in Southwest China. For exam-
ple, even a commonest family of She people has a cane with a dog head carved on the top , which is called

g Zhzhang( Ancestor Cane) . ”In some places , wooden dog head or picture was enshrined and worshipped in pub-
lic memorial hall. The Yao people living in Longsheng County, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region usually
feed the dog a piece of meat and a lump of glutinous rice before dinner in the Spring Festival’s Eve, which is
named “Jigou(Pay offerings to the dog).”

Besides the worshipping to Panhu, there is another legend * the Heavenly Dog Asks for Absolving the
Wheat”spreads far and wide in the Central Plains . According to this legend,, in the ancient times, because of the
favor of the God, the wheat had ears all over the stalk. and the people got good harvest every year, no one
should worry about food. One day, in a routine inspection tour, the God saw a coking woman throw some wheat
ears to a child fooling around beside her. When the jade Emperor heard this, He was very angry to the people
who didn”t cherish food in the mortal world, so He ordered the Harvest God to remove all the wheat ears from
the stalk . Hearing this news, the Heavenly Dog got down on its knees before Jade Emperor to ask for absolving
the wheat . Three days later, Jade Emperor agreed to leave one ear on the top of wheat stalk . This legend told us
to treasure the food and the gratefulness of people to the Heavenly Dog. From this legend, we can also know be-
cause the dogs both in the Heaven and in this world all have given help to the mankind, the mankind regard
them as our Saver. So it is understandable that the ancient people looked the dogs as their first ancestor or in-
carnate.

In the long period of the mankind changed into hunting economy from gathering economy, dogs got an in-
dissoluble bond with mankind. At that time, the people hunted animals with crude stone and bone implements,
and domestic dogs were capable assistants in the life of them. As time went on, the people found more abilities
from the dogs: besides hunting, guarding and being offered as sacrifice, they also could be used in laboring,
sproting, showing in circus, their meat was good meal, their skin was good material of tanning, and so on. In the
long process of taming, the people summed up a whole set of experience of utilizing the dogs according to their



categories, to give full play of them and counteract the weaknesses of mankind . The notes of the Book o Rites
recorded: “There are three kinds of dog: the first, which is named watchdog, is used to guard houses;the sec-
ond, which is named hunting dog, is used to prey animals, the third, which is named meat dog, is raised to be
sent into the kitchen for cooking.” We can find the fact from this record that the people assorted the dogs in two
kinds first: watchdogs and hunting dogs, and later the third kind for eating and tanning was identified .

Hunting dog, also called hound, has long mouth and sharp ears, strong physique and well — developed
limbs, s0 it is very adept in raiding, running and preying. In the hunting economy ages, the hunting dogs could
not only protect the people from harming but also help them to catch more animals. In the Book of Songs, there
is this line: “the leaping rabbit is agile, but the quick hound catches him. ”Even in the early period of the agri-
culture economy ages, the hunting dogs were still unignoreable. At that time, the quantity of bag depended on
the quality of hunting dogs yet besides the bravery and skill of hunters. We can find this story in The Spring
and Autumn Annals of Mr. Lii, “A man went in for hunting in Qi State could not catch even one animal all day
long, so he was very embarrassed before his friends . Someone told him that he could not catch animals because
his hunting dog was not capable. He looked for good dogs but he could not get because of poverty. Then, he did
his best on cultivating and became richer and richer. When he was rich enough, he bought a qualified dog for
hunting. Afier he had this dog, he caught many animals. " Obviously, cultivating could enrich the family, and
hunting became a secondary work in economy , but the people were still eager for qualified hunting dogs. In the
Eastern Han Dynasty, the manor economy was flourishing, the agriculture developed rapidly, but hunting with
dogs was still fashionable in the people. We can see many this kind of scenes on the stone relieves in the carved
stone tombs ; the hunters setile nets, the hunting dogs pursuing deer and rabbits and other hunting activities . The
skillful composition and vivid figures reproduced the bravery and skilfulness of the dogs in hunting.

Hunting dogs were also used in war or fighting. There this record in the Strategies of the Warring States .
“the treasures are collected in Your Majesti’ s repository, dogs and horses are crowded in Your Majesty’ s sta-
bles, and beautiful women are gathered in Your Majesty’ s palace.” Dog is one of the three pets of the kings
and princes . The history recorded not only the fighting between herves, but also the fighting between heroes and
dogs. In the Annals of the Lu State of Mr. Zuogiu Ming, we read this story: “in the ninth month of lunar calen-
dar of the second year of Duke Xuan of the Lu State, the Prince of the Jin State entertained Zhao Dun, one of
his ministers, at a banquet, and planned to kill him, so he ordered the fighters to lay an ambush near the ban-
quet. A guard of Zhao Dun named Timi Ming knew this plot, s0 he ran into the banquet hall and said: "1t is a-
gainst the decorum for a minister to drink more than three cups of wine on the banquet of prince. Aand
propped up Zhao Dun to leave the banquet hall. the Prince of the Jin State instigated his mastiff to bitc Zhao
Dun, but Timi Ming wrestled with the mastiff and killed it.“ The mastiff of the Prince of the Jin State was a
huge and violent dog, it was the guard and assassin of its master in this story.

Watchdog has short mouth and well - proportioned shape. It is good at barking and guard the home against
thieves and robbers. The people raised this kind of dog to mind the house and farmlands or protect the herd of
livestock . There is a story in the Anecdotes of Three Qin’s: “There was an upland named Bailuyuan to the west
of Lishan Mountain and there was a stockaded village narned Goujiabao on it; during the reign of Duke Xiang of
the Qin State, a large dog came here. It always barked if there were thieves came nearby . So, the people of the

whole village should worry about nothing. "This dog was obviously a qualified watchdog.
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In remote antiquity, the people lived in the subterranean houses; after that, they built houses on the flat
ground or even high foundation, but they still could not survive from the sabotage and harasses of mice. The la-
boring people likened the exploiters to large mouse in the Book of Songs, we can infer how hamnful to the
mankind the mice were . Before the cats were tamed, catching mice was the responsibility and instinct of dogs.
We can read this story in The Spring and Autumn Annals of Mr. L ii: “There was a good dog judge in the Qi
State. His neighbor asked him to buy a dog to catch mice ., but he brought the dog back totally one year later and
told his neighbor this was a good dog. In many years the dog didn’t catch even one mouse, the neighbor came
to question the dog judge. The dog judge said: “it is really a good dog, but it only wants to catch deer, elk and
boar, not mouse.. If you want it to catch mice, you should tie its legs. " His neighbor tied the legs of the dog,and
it really began to catch mice. A scene of dog catching mouse on a stone relief unearthed from Sichuan Province
also confirmed the fact that the ancient people raised dogs to catch mice.

Hunting dogs and Watchdogs were different in form and appearance. but the functional differences dimmed
with the development of the social productive forces and agricultural economy . Many hunting dogs became
watchdogs under this condition and the taming of the people.

Besides hunting dog and watchdog, there is another kind of dog raised just for eating its meat and using its
skin. We call it meat dog.

Besides the meat could be food of the people, the skin of the meat dog could be tanned into leather for
wearing. In the Spring and Autumn and Warring States Periods, eating dog meat was as popular as eating chick-
en and pork . Mencius (390 - 306B.C. ) said to King Hui of the Liang (Wei) State: “Keep chicken, pigs and
dogs and butcher them in suitable time (don’t butcher them in their breeding and feeding period) , then the
aged people above seventy years old will have enough meat to eat. " The prince of the Yue State encouraged the
people to bear more children in order to build a rich and strong state and a powerful army. An order of him left
in the Discourse on the States is : “All the women who will give birth to children must be registered by the
prince, and the prince will send doctors to serve them.A newbom boy will be endowed two pots of wine and a
dog; a newborn girl , two pots of wine and a piglet.” Dog was sent to boy, shows that at that time ,dog was su-
perior to pig and eating dog meat was a symbol of honor.

Complied with the demand of dogmeat, the occupation of butchering dogs and selling dog meat appeared .
The people selling dog meat on the market were called “goutu (dogbutchers)™ . Most of them were poor men
who were strong and smart. Wang Fu wrote in his On Men Living in Hiding that “He who conquered the whole
country with the Emperor Gaozu (Liu Bang) was just a dogbutcher. "The dogbutcher was Fan Kuai, the brother
- in - law of Liu Bang, the founder of the Western Han Dynasty. Fan Kuai was also a brave general of Liu
Bang.

2.The Origin of Pottery Dog and its Usage as Burial Object

To bury pottery dogs with the dead was in fashion during the Han Dynasty. In most of the tombs of the
Han Dynasty found in Nanyang area, we can find at least one pottery dog or more. This burial custom of burying
animals or their figurines originated latest in Neolithic age. In slave society, the slave owners immolated slaves
and animals alive o sacrifice the dead with other burial accessories. In feudal society. as the progres sing of the
society and the development of the productive forces, the civilization rose to a new level. The dead was served



with figurines of different materials instead of slaves and animals alive, and the utensils to bury with the dead
were also replaced by models . These show us the idea of “serve the dead just as serve the living” and the theo-
1y of Yin — and — Yang in burial rites. That is, all the things and services the dead used and enjoyed when he
was living must be sent into his grave in certain way so that he could use and enjoy them in the nether world.
As to the burial custom of burying potiery dogs with the dead, should be evolved from burying real dogs.

The burial custom of burying dogs with the dead appeared in the Neolithic age. We found the chopped —
off head of dogs and whole dogs buried in the graves of Neolithic age in Dadianzi Village, Aohan Qi(County),
Inner Mongolia . Burying dogs with the dead was also found in all the Neolithic sites excavated in the Central
Plains; at least one or two, even more dogs were found in one grave.

Dogs were used not only for burying with the dead, but also used as sacrificial offerings , because they were
regarded as auspicious animal who can exorcise evil beings. To pursue peace and happiness, in the foundation
stone laying ceremonies of some important buildings and sacrificial rites, dogs or other animals would be slaugh-
tered and dismembered to be offered to the gods for driving the devils. For example, beside a rammed earth wall
of the Shang Dynasty, archaeologists found“eight rectangular pits dug in two parallel lines, the pits in each line
were arranged from east two west, and at least five skeletons of dog were found in a pit; at most, more than thirty
skeletons of dogs were found. Totally, about 130 dogs were buried in the eight pits (See Wenwu ( Cultural
Relics) No.8,1957). " This kind of sacrificial rites reflected the superior position and the degrees of the slave
owners. The large - scale killing of dogs endangered the quantity and quality of the dogs, and encouraged the
evil trend of barbarism and luxury. In the long history of evolution, “dismembering sacrificing” and “blood sac-
rificing” appeared .

Dismembering sacrificing was killing dogs and offer their dismembered bodies 1o the gods of mountains,
rivers, roads, cities and townships in order to get rid of the devils and disasters. We can read this content in
Fengsutongyi (The Explains of the Customs) : “There are twelve gates on the city wall of the king’s capital,
three on each side.The three gates on the east are the gate of shenggi (vitality) . so the killings cannot be car-
ried on here and dismembering sacrificing can only be used in other nine gates. Dog is the animal belong to Jin
(metal) in ‘Wuxing (five elements — metal , wood , water, fire and earth — composed the whole universe in the
mind of ancient Chinese people)’, so it should be killed in order not to restrain the recovering living things in
the spring and make them live at will. "This custom was very popular in the Spring — and — Autumn and War-
ring States Periods. It was recorded in Shiji (The Records of the Historian) that Duke De of the Qin State be-
gan to hold the dismembering sacrificing on the four gates of his capital to drive the venomous devils and disas-
ters. "In the Han dynasty, the divination and augury were linked with sorcery, and white dog was believed more
effective in driving devils and disasters. We can read this record in Siminyueling (The Monthly Ordinances for
the Four Classes of People) : “You should feed a white dog in your home to offer the god Zumi in the eleventh
month of lunar calendar.” and “In the first month of lunar calendar, you should butcher a white dog and brush
its blood on the door plank and frame to exorcise the evil. " The idea to regard the white dog as a special extrac-
tion of the dogs was occurred under the influence of the rites of the Zhou Dynasty . It was stipulated in the Rites
of the Zhou Dynasty: “In the burial procession of the king, the corpse plate should be covered with the sokin of
white dog, and the weapons of the guard of honor should be decorated by the tail of white dog . ” White dog was
used in the burial procession of the king, so it was more valuable than other dogs. In the Han Dynasty, a set of
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