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A Before Reading

1 Look at the pictures in the book. Guess what will happen in
this story.

My Notes:




A Note About This Story

This is an adventure story that takes place in Thailand in
South-east Asia. To the south of Thailand is the beautiful
blue water of the Gulf of Thailand.

Some of the people in this story live and work on boats.
These pictures will help you.
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The Places in This Story

..7® Si Racha

Pattaya




The People in This Story

The Collector



1

Daeng Finds the Plate

Daeng was worried. He looked up at the sky. It was clear
and blue. He looked round him at the calm sea. There was
no wind and the monsoon rains had not come yet. The
monsoon would come soon. During the monsoon, there
would be rain all day, every day, for weeks and weeks.

But today it was perfect weather for fishing. Daeng
turned his eyes from the sky and looked at his boat. It was
a good little fishing boat. He listened to the noise of the
engine. Everything was all right. Why was he worried?

Daeng looked at the boy who was sitting quietly in the
bottom of the boat. The boy was mending some fishing
nets. Lek was a good boy. He helped Daeng a lot. Lek was
clever and he learnt fast.

‘What is wrong?’ Daeng said to himself. He looked at
the sky again. ‘[ have been a fisherman here in Si Racha
for many years. But I have never been frightened before.
And [ don’t understand why I am frightened. There is no
reason for my fear.’

When he had no money for food, Daeng often went
fishing in bad weather. He sailed his boat when the waves
in the rough sea were huge. And he had never been fright-
ened. Today the sea was calm, but he was frightened.

‘We'll look for fish close to Si Racha today,’ Daeng
said to the boy. Lek looked up. He was surprised.

‘But the weather is good,’ said Lek. ‘There is no wind.



